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Dr i 2, 2g 2. ow 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRE FACE. 
HE practice of Letter-writing mult have 
taken its riſe when letters were firſt known; 
but that period cannot be exactly aſcertained. 
When Abraham ſent his ſervant to bring Rebecca 
as a wife for Iſaac, he ſent preſents to the intended 
ſpouſe; but, alas! jewels cannot convey the lan- 
guage of the heart, Letter-writing has been 
uſed by the moſt polite nations, and certainly 
nothing can tend more towards the improvement 
of the rational faculties; nothing can more alleviate 
the cares of life: our friends, our relations, may 
be ſeparated from us to the utmoſt extremity of 
the univerſe, and yet a few lines may convey our 
ſentiments to them. By this very uſeful art, we 
may lay open all the ſecrets of our hearts on a 
ſingle ſlip of paper, and converſe with thoſe 
whom we are ſeparated from. Letters from 
friends or relations, are, in general, either too 
long or too ſhort; they frequently abound with 
redundancies, or particulars entirely unneceſſary; 


or they want ſomething to fill up the ſubject: 
they ſometimes contain nothing beſides the news 
of the day, or the private affairs of a family, 
Without any reference to moral obligations or ra- 
tional entertainment. Every letter ſhould convey 
ſome inſtructive precepts; and while we make uſe 


| jet of Letter-writing, but moſt of them conſiſt 
of compilations from the writings of authors of 
great fame, who knew but little of the occurrences 


ol pleaſantry, we ſhould never forget duty. 


Many works have been publiſhed on the ſub- 


B Qt. 


xiv PREFACE. 
of human life: it is one thing to know private 


life; it is another to know the world: but when 
both are joined together, the Letter-writer muſt 
expect ſome applauſe. To remedy theſe defects, 
this work was undertaken; and the author has 


received ſuch aſſiſtance, from ſome of the greateſt 


perſonages in the kingdom, 'that he cannot doubt 
of its being agreeable to every perſon who wiſhes 


to promote the intereſt of the riſing generation. 


All the Letters in the following pages are 07:g7- 
nals, not one of them having been copied from 
any author whatever; and were the writers of 
ſome of them made public, the work would be 
purchaſed with the utmoſt avidity. _ 

The Grammar prefixed, is ſo plain, that even 
a child who can read may underſtand it; and the 


| Legal Forms, which are more numerous and more 


important than in any former publication, will 


be of the utmoſt ſervice, particularly to thoſe who 


reſide in the country, and have not an opportue 
nity of applying to an attorney. 
The Pelitions are drawn up in ſuch a plain eaſy 
manner, that nothing more is required than to 
tranſcribe them. : lee 
The Cards, or Notes of Compliments, will be 
a great help to facilitate buſineſs in ſuch caſes as 
may not require a Letter; and the general inſtruc- 
tions for carrying on eprſtolary correſpondence, 
together with other particulars of 1mportance, 


- cannot fayl of becoming valuable, 


Such 1s the nature and plan of this work ; and 
as it was undertaken for the benefit of the ion 


generation (though it will be found of the utmo 


utyitz to the public in general) ſo there can be no 
doubt but it will be received as a moſt uletul 


preſent, 
GEORGE BROWN. 
INSTRUC- 
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. 0 n 


WRITING LE TTERS; 


By Which, and the following Mo D EIS, 


Any Perſon may become Maſter 
Or THE 


EPISTOLARY S TILE, 


H E great art of Leiter- writing conſiſts in 

an accurate knowledge of the ſubject, and 
the circumſtances of the perſon to whom we ad- 
dreſs ourſelves, The man of ſtudy will never be 
deſtitute of matter, and all mankind are conſi- 
dered as thoughitful, intelligent beings. 


In all letters let truth be the principal object i in 
view; let no falſhood be inſerted, and then there 
can be no inconſiſtency. If the letter is to contain 

an accuſation of che conduct of a young perſon, 
let it be written in tenderneſs; for if aherwiſe, it 
will never be attended with any beneficial conſe- 
quences. If on buſineſs in the mercantile world, 


let every thing be ſo clear, as not to admit of a 
2 , | doubt 


——U— — — — 
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xvi INSTRUCTIONS for WRITING LETTERS. 


doubt when you come to ſettle accounts. This 
will prevent many anxieties which often take 
place in families, and ſecure a part of the property 
which is Often ſquandered away in ſuits at law. 
In love and courtſhip, unlets fincerity take place, 


no happineſs can be expected: let a love-letter 


contain the language of the heart, and let that 
keart contain nothing but what is innocent. In 
cal friendſhip the heart will direft the pen, and 
tentiments unthought of before will flow copt- 
ouſly. A good heart will regulate the conduct; 
it Will afford matter for epiſtolary correſpondence; 
every thing will flow with elegance; and while 
the writer 1mproves his own rational faculties, he 


will, by attending to theſe rules, inftrutt and en- 


tertain his correſpondents, The rules laid down 


are ſo ealy, that any perſon attending to them 
will never write with impropriety; and all that 
can be added is, the Grammar muſt be attended 
to, and likewiſe the peruſal of the Letters in this 
Work. 


A COM. 


8G 
A 
COMPENDIOUS 
CT RAMMARN 
OFTHE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 
Adapted to the meaneſt Capacitics : 


All that is neceſſary to be known, in order to 
READ, WRITE, and SPEAK, with a becoming 
Propriety. — 


'RAMMAR is the art of one human creature 
ſpeaking to another, ſo as to be underſtood, 
Letters, ſyllables, words, and ſentences, include 
every thing in grammar, Letters form ſyllables, 1yl- 
lables words, and words ſentences, | 
B 3 There 
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There are twenty-ſix letters in the Engliſh lan- 
F 
„„ OR ST, U, Vi; W; 35 Yo yn, Dy 


E, d, e, 50 g: h, i, j, k, 1, m, nz o, p-: d, r f, f, u, Vs 


W, X,Y, 2 
Twenty of theſe are conſonants, and ſix are vowels. 
Two or more conſonants cannot form a ſyllable, 
without the aſſiſtance of a vowel : thus we cannot ſay 


_ brght, but if we add-2, then it is bright, 


The firſt thing to be learned in grammar, 1s the 
knowledge of letters ; which are to be formed into 
ſyllables, and ſyllables into words, 


Words are ſigns by which we convey « our thoughts 


to each other. 


« The Engliſh language conſiſts of nine parts of 
foeech, or rather nine different ſorts of words, viz. 
J. The Article; II. The Noun; III. The Pro- 
noun ; IV. The Adjective; V. The Verb; VI. The 
Adverb; VII. The Prepoſition; VIII. The Con- 


ww? Ig ; IX. The Interjection. 


The following example will ſerve to o point out the 

wie ag Beſs words; 
| 7 2 5 1 2 „„ 

The Habit of Thinking is a Privilege beſtowed on 

C a 
human Beines, by the great God himſelf; but, 

F 
alas! how often do we abuſe it! 
The Article is prefixed to words in the following 
manner, The Lord, the King, the good Man. 

A Subſtantive is uſed to expreſs the name of any 
thing that can be underſtood by the ſenſes: thus we 
ſay, a Horſe, a Stone, a Houſe, &c. 

A Noun Subſtantive may ſtand by itſelf, but an 
Ad jective cannot, unleſs joined to a Subſtantive : 


| thus, we cannot "ay a good, but we may ſay a good 


Jan. Thus again, we may ſay O God! which forms 
the Noun SUDNANYLYE joined with the Interjection: 
but 
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but let us ſay O God ! thou art good; then the Sub- 
ſtantive and Adjective are joined. 

Pronouns are words uſed inſtead of Nouns: thus 
we ſay, I, you, he, ſhe, inſtead of making uſe of the 
name of the perſon alluded to. Pronouns muſt al- 
wars be joined to active or paſhve Verbs: thus, we 

y ſay, I love, IJ read, I hear, I teach; and I am 


8 I have been taught, &c. In the uſe of Pro- 


nouns in writing, we mult deſire the reader to attend 
to the following rule, viz. they may either be ap- 


plied to Subſtantives or Adjectives: thus, we may 


lay, Tama Man, he has a hore, 1 have a Wife; but 
in Adjectives, we ſay, I am a virtuous Man, he has a 
fine Horle, J have a beautiful Wife. 

Adijectives are the qualities of a thing; ſuch as, a 
hard Stone, a good Man, a pious King, 

A Verb is a word conveying the ideas of being, 


70 or ſuffering e _—_ I ay, J love, 1 * 


er. 
Verbs are either active or paſſive. | 
ctive Verbs imply all that a human being can do 


of hand elf, without any ſupernatural aſſiſtance ; ſuch | 


as, I love Mary ; I read a Book, 

Paſſive Verbs ſignify the force that any thing has 
upon our minds, fo as to regulate our conduct; ſuch 
as, I am loved; Iam taught ; T am hated; I am 


brought under the power of all my enemies, and 1 am 


obliged to ſubmit to their cruelty, 
In Verbs, or words, we are to confider the Perſon, 
the Number, the Time, and the Mode. 5 


Thus with reſpect to the Perſon. 
I love, thou taught, he learns 


In Numbers, Thou loveſt, he hates, 


In Times, I kear, I reed, 


* 
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The Mode is the manner in which paſſions or 
actions are repreſented, and it muſt allude to Time. 

Time is preſent, paſt, or future. 


The Indicative Mode conſiſts of the following ex- 
preſſions. 1 | 


1. I have, | „„ 
2. Thou haſt, e Have. 


3. e hath, or has, They 
Time paſt, 
1. I had, We 
2. Thou hadſt, Ye Had. 
3. He had, Ahey © | 


Future Tenſe, or Time, 


1. I ſhall, or will We ) Shall or 
2. Thou ſhalt, or wilt > Have. Ye will 
| They) have. 


3. He ſhall, or will 


Imperative Mode, 
1. Let me have. | Let us have. 
2, Have thou, or do | Do ye have. 


thou have, 
3. Let him have.] Let them have. 


Subjunctive Mode. 
Preſcat Tenſe, or Time, 
We) 
Ye + Have, ; 
They 
ART ICIPLE 


„ 
2. Thou > Have, 
3. He 
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PARTICIPLE, 


\ * 
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A Particiþle is a part of Speech derived from a Verb, 
but ſometimes it is uſed as a Noun Adjective. It is 
active and paſhve, viz, active, loving, hearing, feeing 5 
paſſive, loved, henred, taught. : 


ADVERBS. 


Adoerhs are added to Verbs or words, and are 
encrallyuſed to point out {ome particular circum- 
Nances relating either to an action or quality. 

Thus we ſay wijely, lovingly ; and when let before 
a Verb, we ſay heret 


fore I taught, yeſterday J loved, 


— 


already I have fought you, GC. 
PREPOSITION. 


The word Prepofition is uſed to point out mething 
going before the words to which they are applied. 
Thus we ſay by them, to them, from them, with them, 
viz, Tell me what you want; that is, aſk of me. He 
ſprung from me, Through, under, by, to, from, may be 
applied to any Verb as Prepoſitions. | | 


 CONJUNCTION. 


Conjundlion is the joining of two or more ſentences 
together, ſo as to form a complete period: thus we 
would ſay, I walked out laſt week to fee the gardens ak 
Richmond, where I met IH Mrs, Wilſon, who ts really 
an ornament to her ſex or you and I rode to Wincheſter 
together, 3ur Mr, IWilfon ſtaid at home. I was at 
Shrewſbury on the ſeventh of laſt month, zur do not re- 
member ſeeing your friend Mr, Johnſon, They were re- 
buked, BECAUSE they could not hold their peace. I have 
done all I could to ſerve you, BUT my endeavours have 
not been attended with the deſired ſucceſs, | 

INT ER- 
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INTERJECTION. . 


Interjection implies a ſtrong expreſſion, ariſing from 
ſome afliction in life. N 
Thus we ſay, Oh! Alas! Good God Heavens pre- 
ſerve me! God help me! Alas! what have I been doing? 
Ah, wretched man that I am! „ 
In writing a ſentence grammatically, the points and 
ſtops muſt be attended to, otherwiſe the whole will 
be little better than nonſenſe. 


In the Engliſh grammar the following points are 
commonly uſed in a ſentence: 


A Comma, "I 8 2 
A Semicolon, | ); 
1428 2 > Marked thus ; 5 
A Period, | 2 


EXAMPLES. 


The books were brought to me, and nothing can 
equal the elegance of the binding ; which I would 
have you mention to Mr, Wilſon : it really does him 
credit. | 1 . | 

I have ſent the things you ordered, and they came 
ſafe ; but they do not pleaſe me : I would have you 
take notice of thele to Mr, Wilſon, 


In Grammar there are three other marks, which may 
be uſed occaſionally, although they are not alwavs | 
neceſſary in the ſame ſentence. 


The ſe points are; 


Interrogation, | | 2 
Admiration, Marked thus 4 
Parentheſis, f ( 
EXAMPLE, 
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EXAMPLE, 


O how happy are thoſe that love the Lord! for 
how can we doubt of his goodneſs? He loves his crea- 
_ tures, or rather, he defires to make them happy. 

The great utility of writing grammatically ought 
much to be encouraged, for we often hear perſons 


ſpeak, and as often read their letters ſo 1mproperly 


compoſed, that they raiſe a bluſh from a friend, and 
excite laughter from an enemy, | 1 


EXAMPLES. 


I were going to London. It ſhould be read, ſpoken, 


or written, I was going to London, 


They was going to London, It ſhould be, they 
were going to London. 


A COMPLETE SENTENCE, 


I will love thee, O God! thou haſt been good 
unto me; but wilt thou remove my doubts? The 
goodneſs of the Divine Being, ſhould be conſidered 
with reverence; he is all mercy, but, except in ſome 
few caſes, we little attend to it. | 


The marks of Admiration and Interrogation may 
both be uſed as Periods at the end of ſentences, and 
every ſentence ſhould begin with a capital letter; but 
ſtill, an Interrogation (?) and Admiration (!) may be 
uſed in the middle of ſentences, A Colon 60 denotes 
ſomething wanting to complete the ſentence, and 
therefore it is ſeldom followed by a capital. 


When any paſſage is quoted from another author, 
it muſt ſtand marked thus; “ he ſhall not be afraid 
| « of evil tidings (ſays the Pſalmiſt); his heart is fixed, 
| 4 truſting in the Lord.“ | 


When 
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When any thing is mentioned of a ſtriking nature, 
particularly any thing ſatirical, it muſt ſtand in Italics; 
thus ſpeaking or writing we lay an emphaſis on the 
word; by writing of a wicked man, we ſay his piety 
is well known. This is the force of ſatire, by invert- 
ing the words, and making that appear as a virtue 
Which 1s a vice, | 


"Sometimes it may be neceſſary to put a word in 
CAPITALS. Thus we write; “ He was too good 
ce to live SO long.” | wa, LE 


A PERFECT SENTENCE, 
Containing every mark in Grammar, 


c He who truſts in the Almighty (as the Pſalmiſt 
ſays) „ ſhall never be moved: but what then ſhall 
be the fate of the wicked? Alas! their condition will 
be deplorable; for had they not preferred VICE to 
VIRTUE, they might have enjoyed the divine fa- 
. vour, It has happened, however, otherwiſe; for they 
loved the charms of nominal pleaſure, in preference to 

fuch as could give peace md happineſs to the mind, 
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LETTER 1:5 


From a young Man who had ſerved two Years of his 
Apprenticeſhip, to his Mother, a poor Widow, 


Dear and Honoured Mother, 
T : E diſtance at which Providence has placed 
me from you, has neither made me ungrate- 
ful nor undutiful. I often think of your 
wants, but ttill this day I have not had it in my 
power to give you any aſſiſtance, My maſter has 


treated me with ſo much tenderneſs, that I can never 


be too grateful to him, This morning he ſent me 


with a bill to a gentleman, who generouſly gave me 


a guinea, and that I have ſent to you to alleviate 
your preſent diſtreſs; and you will receive along with 
it, eight ſhillings which was given me for my Chriſt. 
mas- box. I had four ſhillings more given me, which 
I have laid out for a Bible, that I may never forget 
my duty to my God as well as to my parent, Happy if 
I could do more to ſerve you; but truſt in God, who 
I hope will never leave you, nor forſake you. For 
my own part, I have ſome comfort in truſting in 


C God; 


— G rr 


— ak tron - & 
8 . 8 


r 

wenn rr a 
P 8 nn 
: . : 2 


26 LET TE RS on 

God; but that truſt is ſupported and enconraged by 
my duty. In the mean time, my prayers ſhall be for 
you; and if I can procure any more it ſhall be ſent, 


I am, your dutiful ſon, 


: London, June 12, 178 | WilLtam Rar, 
i LETYER i, 
Tie Mother's Anſwer, 
My dear Billy, Kingſton, June 16, 178 


n all the afflictions of age and preſſures 
— of poverty, my mind is ſupported when I 
conſider that you join the fear of God to your duty 
to me. I aſſure you, my dear, I was without a dinner 
when your prefent came; and with tears I muſt de- 
clare, that nothing but neceſlity could have forced me 
to accept it. I would have returned it; but ah! 
what can we do when hunger and cold pinch us, 
Had it pleaſed God to reſtore your father to health, 
I ſhould not now have been a diſconſolate widow ; but 
the Divine Being is good in all his ways, I have 


been ill ſome time; but bleſſed be God I am reſigned 


to his will, nor ſhall I ever complain ; for we poor 
mortals ought to ſubmit. Mr. Mayor has promiſed 


to get me a ſmall matter from the pariſh ; but what- 


ever may happen to me, let me go out of the world 
with this conſolation, that you are diſcharging your 
duty to God and man. It is that alone will ſupport 
you on a death-bed ; nay, it will make the proſpect 


of eternity pleaſant to you. Go on, my dear, in an 


uniform courſe of virtue and piety ; that will procure 
you the approbation of God, of a good confcience, and 
will ſupport my drooping years, 
I am, your affectionate mother, 
SUSANNAH Rav, 


LETTER 
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The Son's Anſwer, 
Honoured Mother, 


"VER anxious for your welfare, I waited with 
impatience for your letter, and it is with plea» 
ſure 1 can inform you, that ſomething will now be 
done to ſerve you, I was not at home when your 
letter arrived, and as I don't deſire to conceal any 
> Afecrets from my maſter, he opened and read it, Upon 
my return he ſhewed me it, telling me that I was 
much to blame for not having mentioned your af. 
flicted caſe to him, I made the beſt apology I could, 
for you know we may be poor without making our 
Pry known to the world. My maſter has gene- 
| rouſly ſent you two guineas, and you will receive ſore 
| left off clothes ſent by my miſtreſs. At the ſame time 
I have the pleaſure to inform you, that my maſter 
will be at your town ſome time next month; and, 
being well acquainted with Mr. Mayor, will endea- 
| vourto prevail upon him to forward whatever may be 
of ſervice to you. I have juſt received a ſuit of new 
clothes, in conſequence of my ſending you the trifle, 
Thus Providence often heaps favours upon us, even 
while our merits do not entitle us to them. My mind 
is eaſy when Ihear of any thing that can promote your 
intereſt, and ſweeten the cares of old age. It is but a 
little ime when I ſhall be old myſelf; and then may 
thoſe conſolations which yield you ſo much comfort, 
give me conſolation, I, am permitted to vilit you at 
next Eaſter; but before that time I hope you will be 
provided for, 5 | 


J am, your dutiful ſon, 


WII LTA Ray, 
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LETTER . 
From a young Woman juſt gone out to Service, to hev 


| Father, 
Honoured Sir, 


1 Arrived at this place about fix o'clock on Saturday 


evening, and met with ſuch a reception from Mrs. 
Oakley, as muſt ever make a laſting impreſſion on my 
mind: it ſhall be my ſtudy to pleaſe her as far as 
lays in my power, The coach ſet us down a mile 
diſtant from the houſe; but Mrs. Oakley had been 


Waiting ſome time in her chaiſe with her two daugh- 
ters; and ſuch was the condeſcenſion of that good 


lady, that ſhe took me into her carriage and made one 
of her daughters walk home on foot. The place 
where I am now ſettled is delightful, and 1 have little 
more to do beſides dreſſing my young ladies in the 
morning, and reading to them 1n the afternoon; but 
J ill up my vacant hours in making up plain work for 


the family, by which I ſave my lady a conſiderable ſum 


which ſhe would be obliged to pay was ſhe to put it 
out, I hate idleneſs, and am determined to be uſe- 


fully employed, Our family confiſts of the lady, her 


two daughters, one footman, a houſe-maid, a cook- 


waid, and myſelf, The curate of the pariſh lives in 
the village, and he reads prayers to us every evening. 


Mrs, Oakley gives away all the broken meat to the 
_ induſtrious poor, ſhe pays ſor the education of their 


children, and ſhe viſits the ſick from houſe to houſe, 
She is really a good woman, and I ſhall ſtudy to profit 
by her example. Give my duty to my dear mother, 
my love to my ſiſter, and be aſſured, | 


I am your ever dutiful daughter, 
| MARY EL118, 
P. S. Pray ſend me a pamphlet lately publiſhed, 
called, The Farmer's Wife; Or, The Complete Country 
Houſewife, The price is only 18. 6d, Mrs. Oakley Tays 
it contains many very important particulars, and will 
prove exceedingly ulcſal to me, 
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LB © EN Va 
The Father's Anſwer. 
My dear Child, 


| IT H pleaſure did I receive yours, and em- 
brace this firſt opportunity of ſending you an 
anſwer. I am glad to hear you met with ſuch à 
favourable reception from Mrs. Oakley, and it is no 
more than what I expetted from that good lady, The 
account you give me of your ſituation, affords me 


comfort; but it is comfort mixt with fear. You 


have different paſſions to ſtruggle with, in conlequence 


of the mixture of perſons, and the diveriities of cha- 
rafters, Good as your lady is, you will be obliged to 


ſtudy her temper and ſuit your conduct towards it as 
far as is conſiſtent with your duty to God, Perhaps 


you will find more trouble with your young ladies than 
you have yet thought of; but that trouble will fit 
hight and eaſy upon you, if vou preſerve your temper ; 
for by ſubmitting in ſome trifling things to their hu- 
mours, you will for ever engage their eſteem : nay, 
they will eitcem you better for it ever after, It will 


be 1111] more difficult, perhaps, for vou to conduct youre 
ſelf towards the two women ſervants; your ſtation, 


although chat of a ſervant, being ſomewhat higher 
than theirs, they will envy your ſituation, and, if 
they can find an opportunity, ſeek to injure you in 
the eſteem of your lady: but, my dear, nothing is 
more caly than to avoid this. Take no authority upon 
you but what is juit and 1calonable; be meek, be 
humble, aflable, eaſy, and agreeable, Soften your 
lady's orders; bit when you cannot, then tell them 
the reaſon in plainneſs and fincerity. Make charitable 
allowances for trifling faults, but never at the ex- 
pence of truth; and, by gentle perſuaſion, en- 
deavour to perſuade them to be dutiful to their lady, 
if they would expett honour in time and happineis 
im Eternity, You will naturally have occaſion to be 
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in company with ſtrangers, and when that happens, 
let me beg you will neither ſeal up your lips, nor en- 
groſs the converſation to yourſelf, But above all, 
let me beg you will never forget your duty to your 


God, the Author of your being and ſalvation. It is 


ſaid of wiſdom, © that her- ways are ways of pleaſant- 
„ neſs, and all her paths are peace ;” and the Pſalmiſt 


ſays, « Great peace have they that love thy law, and 


& nothing ſhall offend them.” Conſider, that in all 
places wherever you are, the eye of God is upon you, 


and nothing can conceal you from his fight, This will 
guard you againſt all temptations that may fall in 
your way. May God Almighty direct you through 


life to eternity, is s the fincere prayer of, 
Your affectionate father, 
GEORGE ELLIS» 


N.B. 1 have ſent that very ufeful little book which 
To requeſted, . 


LETTER VL 


From a poor Widow in Briftol, to her Son on board one 
of the Ships of Mar. | 
Dear Child, | 
ACK Thompſon, who wrived here a few days 


ago, called upon me, and told me that you are 


ationed off Port-Royal in Jamaica. I have, there- 
fore, taken this opportunity of fencing you this by the 
mait-; but, God knows, it was with much di \Hculty 1 
could ſpare as much as would pay the poſtage. It is 
with ſorrow 1 mult inform you, that your father died 
three months ago, fo that I am leſt a diſconfolate 
widow, He was ill about a month, but ſenſible to 


the laſt; and juſt before he died prayed fervently for 


you, that your life might be preſerved to be of ſer- 


vice to me, and that you might never curſe and ſwear, 
as too many ſeamen do. © O!” ſaid he, © that my 
„ fon would conſider the many dangers he is contt- 
„ nually  expoled to, and leck God as the only 

« Being 
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& Being that can protect him; then would he be 

e cheerful in the midſt of the greateſt ſtorms, know- 

« ing that nothing wrong can come from the hands 

« of a good and gracious God.“ He ſaid little more, 

and left this world for a better. To procure myſelf 
a ſmall ſubſiſtence, I have took a room on a ground 
floor to keep a little ſchool for children, and to do 
a little plain work. Indeed, I could get my living 
by plain work, but it is difficult to procure it; and as 
for working I am not able to ſtand it, However, I 
make mylelf eaſy, truſting that God will never leave 
me deſtitute of a ſubſiſtence, while I uſe the means 
in my power, I am ſtill indebted for ſome part of 
your father's funeral expences; but J hope the under- 
taker will not trouble me 'till you come home, Per- 
haps you may have nothing to ſpare, for I know 
your wages are but ſmall; but whatever may happen, 
remember your father's dying words, and then you 
may be ſure of the divine bleſſing, I hope you will 
write to me the firſt opportunity, and let me know 


— 


when you think you will be in England. 
| I am, your affeQionate mother, 


ELIZ ARETH WILSON. 


* — 


LETTER VII. 
The Son's Anſwer, 


Dear and Honoured Mother, 


A BOUT three weeks ago I received your let- 
| ter, with the melancholy news of my father's 

death; and,' as if the Divine Being determined at 
all times to mix mercies with afflictions, I am this 
day entitled to forty-fix pounds prize money, and you 
will receive encloled my will and power to take it 
up, and uſe what part of it you are in want of *till. 
my return, which 1 hope will be in about fix months, 
or ſooner. Send the encloſed as directed, and as. the 
packet 
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cket will probably ſail ſoon after you receive this, 


21 me beg you will return the anſwer; but you need 
not write to me yourſelf 'till you hear further, for as 


we are to put into Cork. you will hear from me there. 


Our ſbip's crew are very ſickly, but bleſſed be God 


I have hitherto had my health; and as I have done 


more work than came to my ſhare, the admiral has 
promiſed to advance me. 


And now, my dear mother, will you believe me, 
that I ſhall never, through the divine aſſiſtance, for- 
get my father's dying words; they ſhall be engraven 
on my heart, and the Whole of my conduct ſhall be re- 
gulated by his inſtructions. We have no chaplain on 
board, for he lives at his caſe in England; but I read 
ſome part of the Bible and the Whole Duty of Man 


every Sunday. May God ſupport your aged life, and 
be aſſured that while I have any thing you ſhall never 


Want. | 
1 am, dear mother, 
Your dutiful Son, 


Joun Wirsox, 


LETTER: Vil. 
The Sailor's Lel ter encloſed to his Sweetheart, 


Ll 


Dear Nancy, 


Have embraced this opportunity of ſending you a 
letter encloſed in one to my mother, and. if you 


will enquire for John Capſtan, at Deptford, on board 
his majeſty's hip the Union, you will receive a {mall 
preſent ; but if you cannot go lo far, you may direct 


a penny-poſt letter, and the parcel will be fent you. 


| You will ſee my mother when ſhe comes to town, and 
ſhe will tell you further, Let me beg you will put 


yourſelf into mourning lor my dear father lately de» 


| ceaſed, {or you know. I cannot go into mourning at 
ſta, 


And 


Bn n 1 


A; 
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to me at Port-Royal. 
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And now, my dear, let me aſk you, whether you 
are ſtill conſtant? I can aſſure you, Iam, and always 


ſhall be, I am ſoon to be advanced; and as we ſhall 


be in England in about ſix months, I hope you will 
then give me your hand, that we may be happy. We 
have had good ſucceſs, and I ſhall have enough for us 


both. I intend to devote my life to the ſea, but {till 


£ 


| you know I ſhall have ſome time to ſpend with you, 


Probably you may live to ſee me a captain, and then 
my Nancy will be a captain's lady. Is not that grand, 
Nancy? Yes, my dear, and I hope you will lee it. 
Let me beg you will make me up ſome ſhirts, and a 
gown for my mother, with ſuch other things as ſhe ſhall 
want, I hope you will not be angry when I tell you, 
that I ſtill read my Bible, nor do I ever curſe or ſwear. 


I am not however, too particular; for I love innocent 


pleaſure as much as ever, Let me beg to have a letter 


— 


from you, which you ma 


I am, dear Nancy, 
Your real lover, | 
Joux Wirsox. 
L E TT E R IX. 
The young Woman's Anſwer to th? Sailor. 
Well, Jack, | 


— 2 


A NAY every ſucceſs attend captain Wilſon 


who, if he ſucceeds according to his hopes, 
muſt ſoon be an admiral, However, Jack, remem- 
ber that if you build caſtles in the air, I ſhall not be 
able to climb up to them; you muſt purchaſe me 


wings, and teach me to fly, To be plain with you, 


I cannot blame you, nor any young man, for endea- 


vouring to 'mend their circumſtances; but, I am 
afraid, you promile yourſelf too much. Perhaps you 
are Vain in your awn conceit ; and, like many others 


an 


y ſend by the packet, directed 
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in the world, you feed your mind with deluſive hopes. 
« Strange!“ you will ſay, „are not all women 
« vain? and here is one who preſumes to caution me 
“ againſt vanity,” Well, Jack (for you are not yet 
a captain) Iam perhaps as weak and vain as the reſt 


of my ſex, and you know it is more eaſy to give 


advice than to take it. My advice, however, is ſin- 
cere, and perhaps you will find it ſo, I once pro- 
miſed myſelf many things; but now I have learned 
the duty of reſignation, and I was led to it by cir- 
cumſtances I little thought of, You know my mo- 
ther died two years ago, and my father committed to 
my care the ſole management of his family, which 
made my ſtation reſpectable, and my life agreeable. 
Such was my ſituation for ſome time; bat my hopes 


were ſoon blaſted, and my peace of mind diſturbed, 


My father got into company with the widow of a 
publican, where he uſually ſpent the evenings; and, 


after a courtſhip of one week, he married her and 
brought her home in triumph, Madam had been 


only a few days in the houſe when ſhe quarrelled with 
me; and becauſe I made uſe of ſome expreſſions not 
very agreeable to her, my father turned me out of 


doors. Providence found me ſhelter in the houſe of a 


poor widow, who has procured me a ſervice in a gen- 
teel family at Hackney, where I am now happily ſettled, 
Thus you ſee that we ſhould never promite onr- 
felves too much, leſt we receive nothing in the end. 
With reſpect to conſtancy, be not afraid; for none 
ſhall receive my hand, *till your inhdelity prompts 
me to it, Your good mother called upon me, and 
next day brought me the preſent from Deptforc, 
which will at this time be of conſiderable ſervice, I 
ſaw her ſafe into the ſtage for Briſtol ; but ſhe is very 
infirm, I am glad to hear you have not forgot your 
God and your Bible, which are my only ſupport, 
May heavens preſerve yon, and bring you tale home 
to England, is the ſincere prayer of 
WEED ; Your friend, | 
ANNE BURCHET. 
LETTER 


— 
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From a young Gentleman at Weſtminſter-School to his 
Father in the Country. | 


Honoured Sir, OY 
T is now above fix months ſince I have heard from 
you, which has made me extremely uneaſy, eſpe- 
cially as I told you that I wanted to remove from my 


lodgings. There are three of us lay in one bed, ſo 


that we are either ſweated or ſtarved to death; for I 
think I ſhall ſoon die, if I am not removed, Maſter 
Howard, of our claſs, has fine lodgings at the houſe 
of one Mr. Jones, where he is treated with great ten- 
derneſs, and I could wiſh to be along with him, 

I have now got into Homer, and 1 have turned 
ſeveral parts of that celebrated poet's works into 
Latin verſe. I am fond of Homer; for I think he 
gives the beſt deſcription of things I ever read, The 
conſultation of the Gods fills me with admiration, 


and I can find no inſtance of courage equal to that 
of Achilles, The feelings of Priam for the calami- 


ties brought upon the people by the conduct of his 
fon Paris, melts me into ſympathy; and ſometimes 
I am apt to forget, that Helen was beautiful, Upon 
the whole, Sir, I think the claflic authors ſuperior 
to all others, and it ſhall be my ſtudy to make myſelf 
complete maſter of them: only let me beg you will 
luffer me to remove to new lodgings, Y 


I am, Sir, 


Your dutiful ſon, 


GEORGE Coor ER. 


rr . 
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LETTER KI. 
The Father's Anſwer, 


Dear George, 

OUR letter to me arrived about two weeks 

ago, but your mother and myſelf were then on 
a viſit to your Uncle Danby, in Lincolnſhire, where 
we ſpent the greateſt part of the ſummer, 1 ſhall 
now give you an explicit anſwer to your letter, and 
I am ſorry to tell you, that I do it with reluctance. 
'The complaint you make concerning your lodgings, 
does not deſerve notice; and, with reſpect to your 
requeſt, I ſhall not comply with it, Do you imagine 
that a ſchool-boy ſhould be indulged with thoſe plea- 
ſures which are only fit for perſons advanced in years, 
and who know what uſe to make of them? No, 
George: I will never be a tyrant, I will never treat 
you with cruelty; but I muſt keep the ſame guard 
over your paſſions as I have done over your morals, 
I ſpent ſome time in procuring you the lodgings where 
vou now are, and I know you have been always treated 
with humanity; but youth are fond of changes, they 
love new faces and new apartments, without conſi- 
dering that they will meet with the ſame difficulties 
in the ſecond as in the firſt, of which I have ſeen a 
great many inſtances, You tell me much of the 
progreſs you have made in learning, and I hope it 1s 
true; but I am ſorry to find you extolling Pagan vir- 
tues without taking notice of what we find recorded 
in Sacred Scriptures, In learning Latin and Greek, 
you ſhould endeavour to make yourſelf acquainted 
with the languages without following the poet to his 
groves, grottos, and enchanted caſtles, Make your- 
ſelf acquainted with their words, but, for God's ſake, 
forget their ſentiments, What is the valour of 
Achilles when compared with the conduct of the 
apoſtle Paul, when that Chriſtian hero was taking 
leave of his friends at Epheſus, with a courage not to 
be paralleled in any age or nation; he ſaid, © And 
by 5 now 


* 


in fleſh, he ſhed tears of compaſſion, 
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t now I go bound in the ſpirit to Jeruſalem, not 
& knowing the things that ſhall befall me there; only 
this, that the Holy Ghoſt witnefleth, that in every 
6 city bonds and afflictions abide me.” And again, 
& When I have been at Jeruſalem, I muſt alſo viſit | 


i. Rome,” But did the great apoſtle of the Gentiles 
do all this from motives of pride? Did he expect any 


temporary emoluments? No: he, hke his Divine 
Maſter, knew not where to lay his head; he knew that 
he ſhould be treated with the utmoſt contempt by his 
countrymen the Jews; and if ſent to Rome, he ſhould 
{uffer an ignominious death. But how cheerfully does 
he obey the divine command! | 

You mention old king Priam weeping over the vices 
of his children, and you tell me you are affected. But 
what is that when compared with the conduct of our 
Divine Lord when he beheld Jeruſalem, and wept over 
that once celebrated city? He was the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of all the ancient prophecies; but when he made 
his appearance, he was rejected and deſpiſed by thoie 
whom he came to fave. He looked forward to their 
approaching miſery, and, as a Divine Being clothed 


And now, George, what can you find in your Pagan 


authors equal to this? Priam ſhed tears as a man, 


Chriſt as the Being who was to pay a ranſom for the 
ſins of the world, I am by no means an enemy to the 
progreſs you make in uſeful learning; but let me beg 
you will converſe with the Heathens without becoming 
one yourſelf. Let every day be ſpent in acquiring uſe- 
ful learning; but let one part of that day be ſet apart 
for the ſtudy of the Sacred Scriptures: in that inex- 
hauſtible fund you will acquire more learning, than in 
all the books in the world, In theſe ſacred books 
God ſpeaks to men; he {peaks to their paſſions, their 


hearts and their reaſon ; whereas, in human compo- 


ſitions, one ſinful creature ſpeaks to another. I ſhall 
be in town next week, and in the mean time, am, 
| Your affectionate father, 
| Joux Coor ER. 
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"LETTER -XMT, 
From a Tradeſman in London to his Son, a Merchant's 
Clerk in Briſtol, 
Dear Charles, 


I TH a melancholy heart and a e 
hand do I fit down to write to you. Alas! 
my dear child, I once thought you would have been 
the laſt to whom I ſhould have had occaſion to write 
on ſuch a ſubject; but I am your father, and if you 
are not altogether hardened, let me beg you will ſym- 
pathize with me, and comply with my requeſt, 
Yeſterday I received a letter from your maſter, in 
which I am informed that you have neglected your 
buſineſs, and given yourſelf up to idleneſs and 
diſſipation; nay, that you have joined yourſelf to a 
company of ſtrolling players, who, undouhtedly, if 
you adhere to them, Will bring you to deſtruckion. | 
Ah! Charles, was it for this that I gave you a liberal 
education ? Did I i deny mylelt many of the comforts 
'of life, that you. ſhould enjoy them? Did I watch 
over your inſant years with the molt inceſſant cate, 
and hve to hear of your becoming a diſgrace to your 
family, a diſhonour to human nature; and a ſcandal 
to religion? Ah! Charles, who firſt taught you to 
addreſs the Supreme Bcing in the way of duty? Was 
it an enemy or a friend? No: it was your father, 
And are my grey hairs to be brought down with ſor— 
row to the grave? Is your aged mother to fee you a 
vagabond? Are all your friends to be diſgraced, and 
an indelible ſtain of diſhonour brought upon your 
relations? Have you forgot every thing that J agent 
you? And are you now loſt to every ſenſe of duty ? 
O! heavens forbid. My infirmities will not permit 
me to call on you; but if you have any regard for 
your indalgent parents, if you would wiſh for ho- 
NOUN in! '115 life, and happineſs hereafter, you will 
immediately return fo der Auty, and diſcharge every 
obligation 
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obligation you are under to your maſter, Be not 
_ dazzled with the gaiety of this world; for young as 
you are, old age and infirmities will approach, unleſs 
you are cut off by the way, Do you never think of 
eternity, where all human exiſtence muſt terminate? 
Do you never conſider that you are an accountable 
being, whom God will examine when the ſecrets of 
all hearts are diſcloſed ? Let me beg to hear from you, 
and heaven grant that this letter may make ſome im- 
preſſion on your hcart, This, dear Charles, 1s ths 
fincere prayer of, 
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Your affectionate father, 


Jon N Sutru. 
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The young Gentleman's Anſwer, 


——_ — — 


Dear and ever Honoured Sir, 


] Received your letter at a time when I was ſpending 
1 my evening with ſome of my graceleſs compa- 
nions. Alas, Sir! that I ſhould ever have made 
choice of thole as friends, who are incapable of friend- 
ſhip. When I received your letter, I returned home 
to my chamber, and read it with deliberation ; and 
during the whole of the night, my mind was agitated 
with the moſt violent paſſions. I ſtruggled between 
inclination and duty: inclination to renew my for- 
mer vitious practices; duty to you, my ever honoured 
father, and to my God. In the morning my Bible, 
too long neglected, preſented itſelf to me; and in 
it I read that God will have mercy on the vileſt fin— 
ners. With ſhame do I now look back on my former 
conduct in life, and with pleaſure will I embrace the 
practice of virtue, I have communicated my reſolu- 
tions to Mr, Bale, my maſter, who, notwithitanding 
the many provocations I have given him, received me 
with tears of joy, and embraced me with open arms 
2 | 3 0 
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of affection. Believe me, honoured Sir, when I tell 
you that I am fincere; and for the future, I will 
.never frequent the company of thoſe who led me 
aſtray, nor on Sunday will I ever abſent myſelf from 
a place of divine worſhip, 
Let not my dear mother be troubled, but, aſſure her, 
| that ſhe will find me a new man as ſoon as ſhe comes 
here on a viſit, I have ſent ſome little preſents to my 
liſters, which I hope they will accept of, and let them 
Join with you, in being once more reconciled to an 
offending brother, I hope none of you will be of- 
fended, when J tell you that I have placed my af- 
fections on Miſs Howard, the only daughter of an 
eminent merchant in this city; and if I am fo happ 
as to procure her parents conſent, I ſhall ſucceed to 
the buſineſs cairied on by her father, for he intends 


to retire. She 1s an amiable young lady, and I wiſh 
you would write to her father in my behalf, I am 
informed you have had ſome dealings with him for- 
merly ; ſo that you will be under no difficulty in 


opening the affair. I hope to hear from you ſoon, 
and am, 


'Y our Gncere penitent ſon, 
CuARLES 88 


di 


The Father's Anſwer, 


Dear Charles, 


am more alarmed in reading your letter, contain— 
1 ing an account of your reſolution of amendment, 
than I was when J read that from your maſter, where. 
in that good man deſcribed your character and con— 
duct without reſerve, I never loved ſudden changes; 
and I know ſo much of human nature, that I cannot 
believe your repentance to be ſincere, A ſudden 
change from vice to virtue, is ſeldom attended with 
beneficial conſequences. Repentance is 6 

| an 
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and it requires time to bring it to a ate of perfection. 
It is common, in Roman Catholic countries, for de— 
bauchees to become devotees, and the bawdy- houſe is 
changed for a cloyſter, It is much the ſame in Pro- 
teſtant countries; where the debauchee changes his 


. outward conduct all of a ſudden, and inſtead of the 


bazydy-houſe, frequents the church, I ſhall never 


find fault with external religion, but I Took upon re- 


pentance as a total change of the whole man; but 


this is commonly the work of time, Evil company 


muſt be parted with gradually, and the ſooner we 
withdraw. the better, Happy {hall I be to hear of 
your reformation ; and as for your propoſed ſcheme of 
marriage, you will find that I have written my ſenti- 
ments on the ſubject to Mr. Howard, Every encou- 
ragement ſhall be granted you in my power; and may 
God direct you in the paths of virtue. This is my. 
deſire through the day, and my prayer in the night, 


I am, dear Charles, your affectionate father, 
Jous SMITH. 


«i 8 * hn. 
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Mr. Smith's Leller to Myr. Howard, 


My dear Friend, 


T is ſo long fince we have had any connection im 

the way of trade, that 1 hould have forgot your 
name, bad it not been for a letter which I have lat ely 
received from my fon, who is clerk to Mr. Bale in 
your city, Perhaps you are 0 ranger to my ſon's 
character, which, Iam afraid, has been for fome time 
that of a libertine. Indeed he haas ſent me a pompous 
account of his reformation ; but I am too much of an 


infidel to believe it, {ic tells me he has contracted 


an acquaintance with your daughter, whom he repre» 


ſents as a virtuous yours lady, apd I doubt not but 
the is ſo; at leaſt, more 46 41 han himſelf, Friendſhi 


between young perions generally proceeds, firſt, t 
TY) 


3 countlbip, | 
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courtſhip, and laſtly, to marriage; and happy when 
the marriage ſtate is entered into upon principles of 

virtue, This, however, is not always the caſe; and 
that is my reaſon for writing to you. 


An umon between” my ſon and your daughter, 


| would be to me a happy event; but {till I would 


have the whole conducted on honourable principles : 
I mean, that if a match is concluded, it ſhould be 
with your conlent and mine. If you chuſe to conſent 
that your daughter ſhould be married to my ſon, and 
ſhe is willing, I will give him ſufficiency to ſet him 
up as a merchant; but I will neither preſs you, nor 
deſire you, to force the young lady's inclinations. 
Let natural right take place; let us do as we would 


be done by. Let me beg you will be lo obliging as 


to ſend me an Es and then I will wait on you at 


Briſtol, 
Your ſincere friend, 
Jonx SMITH, 


——— 


LETTER XvYE 
| Mr. Howard's Anſwer, 
. Dear Friend, | 


OUR letter was the more agrecable, becauſe 

it has renewed a former acquaintance; and 10 
be plain with you, I am no ſtranger to the conduct of 
your ſon. His conduct, for ſome time, was not con- 
iiſtent with the charater of a gentleman; but I can 
aſſure you, ſo far as J am able to form a rational con- 
jecture, he will be an ornament to ſociety. He has 
left his gracelels companions, and ſpends his evenings 
either at home in his cloſet with his books, or in my 
houſe along with my daughter, He has, for ſome 
time, paid his addreſſes to her; and, if you are 
willing, he ſhall have my conſent, 1 would, however, 


have 
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have them to converſe together for ſome time; and 
as they will be always under my care, ſo you may be 
aſſured that nothing improper can take place. 
It has been my intention, for ſome time, to retire 

from buſineſs; and 1 ſhould think myſelf extremely 
happy, to ſee my daughter married into fuch a reſpect- 
able family as yours. You will have little occaſion 
to trouble yourſelf concerning money to ſet up your 
ſon in buſineſs; for 1 have enough for that purpoſe, 
beſides what will ſupport me in a ſtate of retirement, 
My wife, as well as myſelf, is anxious to ſee you, and 
we have prepared lodgings for your reception. There 
is another thing I would mention, and that is, that 
you would draw a veil over every part of your ſon's 
conduct that has given offence, If I have no objec- 
tion to the marriage, ſurely you cannot: your fon 
cannot be more valuable, nor can you with to pro- 
mote his intereſt more, than I do that of my daughter. 
Let us ſettle the affair amicably, and let us never for- 


get that we are mortal. I hope that all things will 


turn out well in the end; and therefore let us endea- 
vour to promote the intereſts of the riſing generation, 
without injuring our peace of mind. | 


I am your fincere friend, 


WILLIAM HowakD, 


— 
2 


L EK T ER XVII. 


From a Clergyman in the Conntry, to a young Gentleman 
bound Apprentice to a Grocer in London, 


Dear William, 


T plealed God to remove your mother, by death, 

1 a few days after your birth, ſo that you had not 
the ineſtimable benefit of her maternal inſtructions, 
That lofs was, in ſome meaſure, made up by your 
father's paternal tenderneſs; but he likewiſe was 
taken away from you before he had completed his 
„„ 
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pious deſign, namely, that of ſeeing you properly 
qualified to go out into the world, On his death-bed 
he ſent for me, and committed to my care the remain- 
ing part of your education, How far I have dil- 
charged my duty, you know ; and I can appeal to the 
Divine Being that 1 have left nothing undone that, 
in my humble opinion, could promote your intereſt, 
This, however, was no more than my duty; but my 
| duty is not yet wholly performed. 

f It is not enough that I have inſtructed you in the 
| principles of uſeful learning, I mult ſtill endeavour. 
to ſee a fabrick ariſing from the foundation already 
laid. You know, that when you leſt this place, I 
was confined to my bed with a ſevere fit of illneſs, ſo 
that I could not give you any verbal inſtruttions ; but, 
| bleſſed be God, J am now ſomewhat better, and ſhall 
endeavour to make up by writing, what 1 could not 

deliver in words. e 
if The buſineſs you have made choice of, is honour- 
#8 able and profitable; but, at the ſame time, it is labo- 
| rious: fo that if ever you acquire what is called an 
independency. you muſt endeavour to make yourſelf 
acquainted with the moſt minute parts, It is the 
ſtudy of little things that leads us to the knowledge 
of great ones; and thoſe who are induſtrious in youth, 
have the greateſt reaſon to expect ſucceſs in their more 
advanced years. I have many things to write to you, 
but muſt firſt beg leave to know ſomething of the 
family in which you are ſettled, and as ſoon as 1 
MW receive your anſwer, you may expect another letter 
Wh from me, 


von, 
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I am, 
Your ever ſincere friend, 
RICHARD Mooks, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 


The young Gentleman's Anſwer, 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
\ \ THEN I leſt the place of my nativity, I felt a 


violent ſtruggle in my mind between incli- 

nation and duty. I could have wiſhed to ſpend my 
advanced years in that place where I firſt obtained 
your acquaintance ; but when I reflected that it was 
my duty to follow {ome uſeful buſineſs in this world, 
I gave up own inclination, and with cheerfulneſs 
fubmitted to what I conlidered to be the defign of an 
all- wiſe Providence. It is true, I was obliged to take 
my leave of you when you was extremely ill; but a 
thouſand thanks to my ever honoured tutor, that, 
with the recovery of health, his tender regard for my 
beſt intereſt is renewed, or rather continued. | 
And now, in obedience to your commands, I will 
give you what information I can reſpecting the family 
where I am ſettled. My maſter is a little turned of 
fifty, and his wife is about fix years younger: they 
have two ſons at ſchool, and one daughter living at 
the houſe of a relation in the country, where ſhe re- 
ceives a private education. We have three ſhopmen, 
two porters, an errand 'boy, two ſervant maids, and 
myſelf. My maſter, like a plain honeſt citizen, keeps 
no country-houſe, no carriage, nor any ſervant in 
livery: he attends conſtantly on buſineſs, bills are 
never returned unpaid, and he balances the account 
of debtor and creditor once every week, My miſtreſs. 
is neither gay nor mean; ſhe ſeems to enjoy plea- 
ure, without being a ſlave to it at the expence of vir- 
tue and piety, I never go into her apartment, but 
I find her engaged either in reading, working with 
her needle, or converſing with women of good ſenſe, 
Our ſhopmen are gay young ſparks, and two of them 
generally ſpend. the evenings very late at a public 
I | | houſe 
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houſe in the neighbourhood; the other retires to the 
kitchen, and reads a diverting book to the maids. 
My maſter and miſtreſs are regular in their attend- 
ance on divine worſhip every Sunday, and when they 
return from church, a chapter of the Bible is read in 
the parlour; and when the Bible is cloſed, my maſter 


makes ſome remarks on what has been read. With 


reſpect to proviſions, we have plenty; but nothing 
extravagant: we have ſuch wholeſome victuals as the 
ſeaſon produceth; but we are not pampered with French 


_ Cookery ; nor, like thoſe who turn day into night, and 


night into day, do we dine at ſeven in the evening: 
we breakfalt at nine, dine at two, and ſup again at 
nine, We retire to our apartments at ten, except the 
two ſhopmen whom J have already mentioned, who do 
not come home *till late; but my maſter, I fuppole, 


has his reaſons for keeping them, Indeed, a few 


mornings ago, he repeated to them in the ſhop, two 


lines which I have ſomewhere read, viz. 


„Early to bed, and early to rile, | 

&« Is the way to be healthy and wealthy and wiſe.” 
And now, my ever honoured tutor, will you, in 
compliance with your promiſe, continue your Core 
reſpondencev; I have much need of your advice, and 
to me your inſtructions ſhall ever be ſacred. Bleed 
be God you are recovered, and may your valuable 


life be long preſerved for the benefit of the world, 
I am, &c. 


William, TAYLOR. 


. 
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LETTER XIX. 


The Clergyman's Anſwer, 


Dear Wilham, ' 
. | I E deſcription you have ſent me of your far 
mily gives me much pleaſure, and it is much 


more to my ſatisfaction than 1 expected. e 
5 5 ave 
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' rater of your maſter and miſtreſs preſents you with a 


would enjoy that tranquillity to which many are 


conducted with integrity, whether in your maſter's 


every OccURRENCY IN Lift, ap 


have often told you, that wherever you ſettle in this 
world, whatever your temporal circumſtances may be, 

you will meet with ſomething to counterbalance tha | 1 
greateſt advantages. Thus, while tae amiable cha- - 


fair example to copy after, you find temptations 
thrown in your way by the conduct of the two ſhop- 
men, But remember, that waerever you are, you 
cannot conceal your molt ſecret attions from the eyes 
of an all-wiſe God; his knowledge and his power 
will drag your crimes from the darkeſt obſcurity; and 
although you may obtain pardon of God, yet take my | 
word for it you will find repentance bitter, Let me 1 
therefore, beg you will attend to the following rules, 
which, through the divine bleſſing, may prevent you 

from falling into ſuch ſnares as young men are too 

much ſubject to. . 

Endeavour to riſe from bed in the morning one 

hour, at leaſt, before you are wanted in the ſhop, 155 
and let that hour be ſpent in reading a chapter in the in! 
Bible, and in praving for the divine afliſtance | MW 
through the day; for the goodneſs, wiſdom, and 
power of God, muſt be always kept in mind, if we AG 


ſtrangers, Let all your buſineſs through the day be Ni 


preſence or ablence. Be always cheerſul, and take 


great care that nothing diſcompoſe your mind ſo as Ky 
to put you into a paſſion, Take every opportunity at 5 
meals to make ſome rational remarks on the goodnels ; 
of God, who opens his hand liberally and ſatisfies _ ; 

| ; 
all the wants of his creatures. When you hear any _ 5 


perſon mock at religion, deſire him to make a trial ; 
of the practice of its duty, but never pretend to ſu- : 
perior (anctity. Keep, good principles, and good 
practices will flow from them, A ſtedfaſt faith begets 
a contiatit hope; and the more faith, the more humi- 
ity Betave ſabmiſively towards your ſuperiors; 
ready towards your equals; condeſcendingly to 
your 1ntcrivrs, and lovingly to all, Before you retire. | 
| TY to ; 
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to reſt, examine how you have acted through the day; 
fincerely confeſs your fins, and then you may be al- 
ſured.of pardon. Never frequent public houſes in 
the evening; for a practice of that nature wears off 
the force of religious duties, and men often become 
profligates or infidels, before they have ſo much as 
conlidered that they had deviated from the path of 
duty. | 

| X have ſent you a few books; for I would adviſe you 
rather to read a little and treaſure it up in your me- 
mory, than peruſe many authors, without being able 
to remember any thing, May the Divine Being direct 
you in every thing, and bring you to honour and hap- 
pineſs, Let me beg to hear from you when you have 
an opportunity; but you muſt never, to pleaſe your 
friends, deprive your maſter of that ſervice which 1s 
his right, | | | 
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I am yours ſincerely, 
RICHARD Moors, 
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From a Tradeſman in London, to a Correſpondent in the 
| Country, 


* N * 
— 99 . — 
— cs 
— gt" BY 2 "pk 8 
r K. 


. 


II is now upwards of fix months ſince I ſent your 
account, and you have never yet remitted me any 

money. Is this, Sir, conſiſtent with the nature of trade; 
or how do you think to carry on buſineſs, unleſs.you 
make good your payments? Trade, Sir, is of a 
tender nature; it muſt be carried on with induſtry, 
prudence, and integrity. There is, indeed, one thing 
in your conduct, which I think can never be excuſed: 
I have written to you above fix different times, and 
although you have ſent me ſeveral anſwers, yet you 
never ſo much as aſſigned a reaſon, to my ſatisfaQtion, 

for withholding from me that property — you 
| : new 
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$ knew was my right, An honeſt man wrll keep fair ac- * 
5 counts with his creditors, and when he finds he is not j 
5 able to make good his payments, will cheerfully give Mt 
5 up his all, without being forced to it by a commilſion 1 
2 ot bankruptcy, He who keeps regular accounts will 1 
(oon diſcover whether he can ſupport his family and 


pay his debts; and if he finds that the profits of his | 1 1 
trade will not anſwer theſe ends, he will immediately 1 
look out for another employment. Do you imagine 4 
that J am able to make good my payments, if I am to 
be treated by the reſt of my correſpondents as I have 
been by you? No, Sir, I could not; but thank God, 
I have balanced debtor and creditor in ſuch a manner, 
that I know what I have and what I owe, I enjoy, at 
leaſt, this comfort, that I am not indebted beyond 
what I am able to pay; but that is no reaſon why you 
ſhould deprive me of any part of that property which 
was acquired by honeſt induſtry, I muſt, therefore, 
tell you, that unleſs you make me a remittance very 
ſoon, I ſhall be obliged to take ſuch ſteps as will be 
no ways agreeable to you. Let me beg you will not 
put me to that trouble, for I am ſorry to do what the 
world may call an ill-natured action. 5 


Jam yours, 
Tous Ficc, 


ni 
The Anſwer, | 


OTH, 


12 gives me much concern that you ſhould have 
1 conceived a bad opinion of me, eſpecially as I 
never intended to deceive you, nor injure you in any 

port of your property. I have been unfortunate, and 5 
will now lay open the whole: affair to you. Mr, x 
Jarvis, my brother-in law, begged of me to accept 
fome bills for him, which I 8 did, with- 
| out 
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out knowing or conſidering the nature of his circum- 
ſtances, which I find were deſperate; for he has lately 
failed, and I have had the money to pay. This, 
however, has not ruined me altogether; nor are my 
accounts ſo much confuſed as you ſeem to imagine, 


Several conſiderable debts have been pard me lately, 


and I have remitted you a bill for fixty pounds, 
Payable at ſight, I have all the reaſon in the world 
to hope, that the remainder will be paid in leſs than 
three months; .and, in the mean time, I doubt not 
but you will ſend me the articles contained in the en- 
cloſed order. I aſſure you, Sir, I ſhall endeavour to 
profit by your advice; and, for the future, watch 
more regularly over my affairs. 


I am, &cC. 


GEFORCE WATKINS, 


a 
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From a Tradeſman in the Country to a Merchant in 


London, defiring a Compoſition with his Creditors, 
. | 
HEN I firſt entered into buſineſs I had great 
reaſon to expect ſucceſs; but we often form 
vain hopes, and promiſe ourfelves more than we have 
reaſon to expect. The firſt thing that affected my 
credit was the extravagant condutt of an unhappy ſon. 
I took him. from ſchool into my ſhop, and during 
the ſpace of three years he never neglected bulinels, 
nor did he give me or my cuſtomers any offence, 1 
then thought myſelf happy; but, alas! the whole 


peace of my family was ſoon deſtroyed. Truſting in 


my ſon's integrity, 1 ſent him to collect what debts 
were owing to me in the country; but no ſooner had 
he received the money, than he joined himſelf to a 
company of ſtrolling players, and ſquandered the 
whole away. It was ſome months before I learned any 
| 3 : thing 
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thing concerning him; but at laſt I met him by acci- 
dent, ſtarving for the neceſſaries of life, polluted in 
his morals, clothed in rags, and diveſted of all ſenſe 
of hone!t ſhame, | 

What could 1 do? To diſcard him totally might 
have driven him to more dangerous courſes than thole 
he had leſt, and perhaps brought him to an untimely 
end. He had injured me; it was impoſſible for him 
to make reſtitution; his character was loſt; and 
therefore J propoſed to ſend him to the Eaſt-Indies. 
With much difficulty I procured for him the place of 
a writer, and he failed from England two months 
ago. Since that time I have been moſtly employed in 
ſettling my books, and with concern I muſt tell you, 
that I muſt either call a meeting of my creditors, and 
give them up what I have, or they muſt give me ſome 
ſhort time to bring myſelf about, ſo as to pay them, 
Diftrefed as I am, I am willing to become a day» 
labourer rather than injure my creditors ; and as you 
have hitherto been my friend, let me beg your advice 
how to proceed in this extremity, I wait your anſwer 
with impatience, and am, : 


Yours, with reſpect, 
TInouas Jounson, 


1 7 4 1 
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The Merchant's Anſwer, 
Dear Sir, 


Peruſed your letter with tears, and I can the more 

caſily feel for your mis{ortunes, becauſe I have a 
ſon whole conduct has been little better than yours. 
When 1 firſt entered into buſineſs, I made it my fixed 
reſolution never to diltreſs an honeſt man while I con- 
| fidered him as unfortunate, but not criminal. By diſ- 
penſing with the ſeverity of the law on particular 
occalions, we often ſave ſomething for the future; 
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and I have often found, that a ſingle act of lenity 
has preſerved an honeſt man from ruin, and ſecured 
the property of his creditors, Acting conſiſtent with 
thole principles, I called a meeting of your creditors, 
and they, with myſelf, are all unanimous in conſent- 
ing to give you credit three years longer. We are 
willing to ſend you what goods you want, and to 
take only ſmall remittances, 'till ſuch time as you can 

extricate yourſelf out of your misfortunes, which I 
hope will ſoon take place, I have written to ſeveral 
perlons in the country in your favour, and you will 
{ind the number of your cuſtomers lad. Take 
courage, my dear friend, and nothing ſhall be want- 
ing on my part to ſerve you, I would have you 
come to London for a few days, where you will meet 
with a welcome reception, and then you may give 
erders for ſuch goods as you think will be moſt 
wanted, e 

J am yours, &c. 

FRAN CIS SMITH, 


— 


en, 
From a' young Gentleman, whoſe Education had been 
neglected in his youth, to a Clergyman, 


Reverend Sir, | 3 
9 II E ſmall eſtate leſt me by my uncle has had 
a different effect on my mind, from what com- 
monly happens in ſimilar caſes ; ſor inſtead of devo- 
ting my time to faſhionable follies, I am not aſhamed 
to acknowledge (nay, I do it with pleaſure) that I 
have taken lodgings in a private family in Iſlington, 
dividing my time between reading, company, and 
walking, I have begun the hiſtory of England, but 
I am much at a loſk to know what other ſubjects are 
proper; for, you know, that my education was much 
neglected. Sometimes, indeed, I read divinity ; * I 
| | SNOW 
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know not what books to peruſe, I am not fond of con- 
troverſy, and yet I love to be informed concerning the 
truth. Here, Sir, my mind is bewildered; and no 
ſooner have | peruſed one book, than the next I take 
in my hand makes me diſbclicve every ſentiment I 
embraced before. I often beg of God that he would 
give me aſſiſtance, in direQing me to chuſe that which 
is good, and refule evil; but this by no means pre- 
vents me from making ule of human means, as ſecond 
cauſes. . 
Under theſe circumſtances, I have preſumed to ſeek 
advice from you, reverend Sir, whoſe extenſive know- 
ledge and copious reading can only be equalled by 
your exalted piety. I know that the duties of your 
ſtation require much of your time, and pernaps you 
do more than you are legally obliged to; but what 
ſignifies all we do in this world, fo as we are engaged 
as rational creatures, and as pious Chriſtians; 1 
could wiſh to improve myſelf in knowledge without 
confining myſelf as a monk to a cloiſter, and to taſte 
the ſweets ol converſation while my rational faculties 
are making progreis in ſcience. I ſhall not at pre- 
ſent intrude any further on your time, but muſt beg 
to hear from you as ſoon as pollibly you can. In the 
mean time, give my reſpects to your amiable family, 
and tell them, that I intend ſpending a week or two 
with them during the ſummer. __ I have ſent by the 
coach the neweſt pattern of ruilles for your daughter 
Miſs Polly, and hope ſhe will accept of it, as a ſmall 
tribute of gratitude due to you, The other trifles, 
which you will find encloled, are not worth the men- 
toning; and be aſſured, that wherever J am, 


I an ſincerely yours, 
R. B. 


Eͤ us LETTER 
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LETTER XX, 


. The Clergyman's Anſwer, 
My dear Sir, 


I Received your letter, and would have anſwered it 
ſooner, but there were ſo many perſons ſick in my 
par that I could not diſpenſe with attending them, 
t has been often ſaid, that the life of a clergyman is 
little better than a ſtate of idleneſs; but thoſe who 
do their duty, will not find it ſo, However, I ſhall 
not inſiſt on that ſubject at preſent; and let thoſe 
who abuſe the clergy, take care that they do not in- 
jure religion. And now, Sir, with reſpect to the 
contents of your letter: I muſt confeſs, indeed, that 
there is ſomething in it too general, and yet I will 

endeavour to be particular in my anſwer, 
1 am no ſtranger to that negle& which your pa- 
rents ſhewed in your education : but now, by the 
death of your uncle, you have the means put in your 
power to make a proper improvement, really hows- 
ever, much againſt your reading polemical contro- 
verſy; for, from what you have told me, I am able 
to tell you, that a Romiſh prieſt would be under no 
great difficulty to make you a convert. There is no 
grudge like a religious one; and, in religious con- 
troverſies, I am ſorry to ſay, that truth is ſeldom 
ſought after, and as ſeldom found. Indeed it can- 
not be otherwiſe; for the greateſt part of our rc- 
ligious controverſies are ſpent in abuſe, fcurrility, and 
fal ſhood. I would therefore have you to avoid the 
peruſal of books on controverſy as much as poſſible, þ 
till ſuch time as your mind is ſo well ſettled in the 
principles of holy religion, that there can be no 
great fear of your being diſtracted, With reſpett to 
a general courſe of reading, it requires ſome. con!:- 
 detation; but, as I have often thought of the ſub- 
ject. fo I ſhall not be under much difficulty in giving 
you ſuch an anſwer as, I hope, will prove ain, 
| | | To 
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Jo ſpend ſome part of your time in reading the 
hiſtory of Englarid, is certainly commendable ; but L 
would, by no means, have you confine yourſelf wholly 


to it. The conſtant uſe of one ſort of reading will, 
in the end, become as nauſeous as living continually 


on one ſort of viduals. We ought to read on dif- 


ferent ſubje&s; but that muſt be done with care, 
otherwiſe the mind will be led into confuſion ; and 


the perſon. who is {ceking after knowledge, will find 


himſelf like one intoxicated with liquor. | 
There is ſomething extremely profitable in divi— 


ding our time properly. Thus the man of buſineſs 


ſhould read little; the man of reading ſhould have 


little connection with buſineſs. Your circumſtances 


in life, by an act of Divine Providence, ſets you above 


the neceſſity of attending a mercantile employment, 


for which you was deſigned; and your inclinations 


having led you to reading and ſtudy, I ſhall rejoice to- 


give you all the aſſiſtance in my ns e 
When I was about your age, I ſpent the day in the 
following manner. Having addrefled myſelf to the 
Divine Being, I read at leaſt two chapters in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, with ſome practical commentaries 


upon them, Breakfaſt being over, I ſpent the fore- 
noon in peruſing hiſtory, which enlarged my mind, 


and made me acquainted with the ways of this 


lower world, Leaving my ſtudy, I walked about two 


hours into the fields, and then returned to dinner, 


where I enjoyed the company of my friends, who 


with me partook of our Maker's bounty. The cheer- 


ful glaſs was circulated, innocence reigned in every 


heart, and uſeful knowledge was diffuſed : but I muſt 


reſerve the remainder till my next, In the mean 


I am, Sir, ſincerely yours, 


r CT, cc 
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From the Same to the Same, 


My dear Sir, * 


13 Told you. in my laſt, how I ſpent my time during 
the former part of the day, and now I mult tell you | 
how I concluded it. 

Aſter dinner I returned to mv cloſet, and read ſome 
of the beſt authors on natural law, and compared 
what thoſe authors ſaid with the municipal laws of 
my country, Towards evening. the mind being fa— 
tigued, I peruſed one or other of the moſt agreeable 
Poets : after which, when t'm weather woi d permit, 
J walked into the fields. At ſupper our converſation 
turned upon ſerious ſubjects, and the whole was cloſed 
by recommending ourſelves to the protection of the 
Divine Being. But although I have mentioned thee 

things to you, yet you mat only conlder them as 
leading principles; becauſe a variety of reading þ 
often neceſſary, for which no rules can be laid dow: 
There 1s not a man in the world who can compreh ad 
every branch of human ſcience; his knowiedge is too 
much circumſcribed, and his paſſions too much en- 
gaged in the purſuit of ſecular affairs, to attend 0 
every thing he reads. 

The human mind fluctuates ſo much bet wee doubt- 
ful and experimental knowledge, that it is ſurpriſing 
we know any thing. Our memories are frail; our 
underſtandir; igs contracted, This the ancients well 
knew; but happily the moderns are, in fome mea- 
fure, releaſed by the aſſiſtance of grammars and lexi- 
cons. Lexicons, or, as e are commonly called, 
Dictionaries, contain an univerſal ſyſtem of learning; 
but then they are only to be bange in the ordinary 
courſe of reading. To be continually reading, with- 
out a memorial aſſiſtance, miſt be extremely diſagree- 
able; and therelore it becomes neceſſary for us to 
have fome ſyſtems drawn up, in order to conduct us 

ro! 18 
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through the labyrinth. Where ſuch ſyſtems. are con- | 
ducted with judgment and learning, by men of un- '# 
derſtanding, then they become uſeful to the commu- 1 
nity at large. There are many terms of art but little 
underſtood, and therefore we are often under the ne- 
ceſſity of having recourſe to Dictionaries for an expla- 
nation“. „ „„ | | 
But there are ſome other parts of learning which I. ---, 
would have you, by all means, to attend to; I mean, 1 
the hiſtory of the Romans, and that of the church of 
Chriſt, The firſt will prefent you with a view of ſome 
of the moſt ſtupendous truths that ever took place on , 
the theatre of this lower world, Here you will be pre- 1 
ſented with the account of an obſcure band of robbers, 
firſt trampling upon every moral obligation, and then 
riſing to ſuch a ſtate of grandeur, as to boaſt that the of 
ſun roſe and ſet in their dominions, You will find the = 
baſeſt vices conſidered as virtues by the Romans, and fe 
even Providence itſelf making uſe of thole vices to 61 
eſtabliſh an everlaſting Kingdom,—an everlaſting 4 
J 8 #0 
In the ſecond, you will find a moſt beautiful com- 1 
mentary on thoſe words in the Pentateuch, The buſt > 
burneth, and is not conſumed. The diſtinguiſhing luſtre = 
of Divine Providence will diſplay itſelf to your view, 5 
under every occurrence, in the hiſtory of the Chriſtian | 
church. You will read, you will admire, you will 34 
| improve. Wifhing ſincerely that God may preſerve | 16 
you in a way of duty, I ſhall only add, that I am, 


| Dear Sir, your ever affectionate friend, 
| . 


— 
| 


— 


* The New Complete DICTIONARY of ARTS and 
SCIENCES, by the Rev. Mr. MipvLEtoN, and others, is in 
many reſpects, ſuperior to any in our language, and will anſwer all 
the purpoſes above mentioned. It is now publiſhing in weekly g 
numbers, and will be completed in only 8o ſixpenny numbers, ma- 5 
king two elegant volumes in folio; the price of which, in ſheets, will | 
not exceed { 2; or bound in calf and lettered, 2 105, But it may 


be had by one or two numbers at a time, | | : 
ATE ERS 
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From a young Tradeſman in London, to àn aged Perſon 


1 is now upwards of two years ſince I entered into 


the ſucceſs I expected. Dif appointments have di- 
couraged me much; but willing to promote my in- 


ſeveral houſes almoſt finiſhed, and, 'till they are com- 


- conſiderable fortune, and you would be in no danger 
of loſing, I ee allow you five per cent. with 2 


near London; and I ho 
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in the Country, retired from Enes. 
SIR, 


buſineſs in the Strand, but I have not met with 


tereſt, I have engaged in. a branch of bulinels, 


I mean the building. trade, Which requires no atiend- 
ance, the whole being cane cted by other perſons, 0 


that I can ſtill attend my ſhop. But I am often much 
put to 1t for money, and that 1 is the reaſon why I trou- 
ble you with this. A fair prolpett preſents itſelf, if! 
could go through with my prolent undertakings; and 
I am no ſtranger to your goodneſs of heart. I have 


pleted, I would mortgage them to you for two thoufand 
ounds. That ſum would enable me to acquire a 


conliderable premium ; and {ome of my friends would 
willipgly enter into a joint bond with me for the Pay 
ment, which ſhall be made good as ſoon as I have 
poſed of the houſes, I can aſſure you, Sir, that 3 
fortunes have been made by the buildings carried on 
de that my preſent application 
will not give offence, for Ng of that fort was in- 
tended. 

About a month azo my wiſe was 1 of a boy, 
whom I have named after you, and next ſummer ſhe 
intends viſiting you along with her ſon. I ſhall w ait 
for your anſwer with the utmoſt impatience; and, in 
the mean time, I am, with all manner of reſpett, 


Sir, your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
| Tuomas Horus. 


LFTTERN 
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r 
The Anſwer, 

dS + Ky. 

Received your letter, and am extremely forry for 

the contents, which I look upon as the viſions ofa 
madman, Pray, Sir, what do you mean? what do you 
propoſe to yourſelf, by leaving the buſineſs to which. 
you was brought up, and to enter into one with which , 
you are utterly unacquainted? Vain, indeed, are 5 
your hopes; and, in the end, you will find yourſelf 
diſappointed. I had once ſome hopes you would have 
condutted yourſelf -as a young man of induſtry, but 
your preſent propoſal put me in mind of the old pro- 
verb, All covet, all lofe, To graſp immoderately at 
riches, is generally a prelude to poverty; and I have 
often found the man who was anxious to acquire a 
fortune ina few years, ſpend twenty years in a priſon, 
and die forſaken, deſpiſed, and miſerable. I was above 
forty years in trade, and when I retired from buſineſs 
I found myſelf not worth half ſo much as was re- 
ported, It was enough that I had as much as would 
ſupport me in my old age, and to leave the remainder : 
to my poor relations. Trade, my dear Sir, is a plant 19 
that muſt be reared with tendernels, and nothing leſs 0 
than patience can bring it to a ſtate of maturity. Our 
time in this life is ſhort, and if we acquire riches in an I 
honeſt manner, be aſſured they will not be great. For 
my own part, I conſider you as an object of compaſſion, 
nor would I be in your caſe for the world, How dil- 
tracted muſt your mind be, while fluctuating in the 
condition you have repreſented to me, You have been 
| building caſtles in the air, and unleſs you deſiſt from 
| your preſent purſuits, you will either become a beg- 
gar, or, perhaps (ſhocking to mention) commit a 
crime that will involve your family in miſery, and ſtig- 
matize your name with infamy, 5 
ö | You 


. 
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You aſk me to lend you money upon a mortgage of 


your houſes, Let me beg, Sir, you will take a walk 


to the Fleet, or the King's-Bench priſons, and there 
you will find as many builders as there are windows in 


your houſes, No, Sir; I am neither a tyrant nor a 


knight-errant. I am willing to aſſiſt you with money 
in conducting your own bulineſs; but I have nothing to 
do with your romantic {cheme, I conſider the men with 
whom you are engaged as deſperate adventurers, who 
probably will bring ruin upon you without injuring 
themſelves; becaule they have neither money nor 
characters to loſe, Do you love your wife? would 

ou deſire to diſcharge your duty to your family? 
Break off your preſent connections, and you will find 
me a ſaithful friend, All I have written is with a view 
to promote your intereſt, and let me beg you will pay 
ſome regard to my advice, You will, in the end, find 
what I have ſaid to be true, I ſhall ever be ready to 
ſerve you as long as I live; but may God Almighty 
give you better inſtruction than I can. I ſhall be in 
London in a few weeks, and then I ſhall have an op- 


portunity of enquiring into your affairs. 


I am, Sir, your ſincere friend, 
WILLIAd THOMPSON, 


LETT N XXIX; 


From a young Tradeſman, newly ſet up in Buſineſs, to a 


Ladies Maid in the Country, 
Dear Miſs Betſy, | 1 55 DE 
B EFORE you left London, you promiſed that 
you would never give your hand to another 'til! 
you firſt acquainted me with PR intention: I mult 
ſtill continue to ſolicit the hand of that dear angel, who 


is in poſſeſhon of my heart, My father has given 
me fifteen hundred pounds to ſet up in buſineſs, and, 


as I am well ſettled, I only want your love, and 2 
| 4c 
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ſelf to make me happy. Remember, I do not accuſe you 
with the breach of any promile, becauſe you never yet 
gave me your conſent ; but your amiable diſpoſition 
gave me reaſon to hope you would not be cruel. Your 
ever honoured and worthy parents have always treated 
me with the utmoſt reſpect, although I never preſumed 


to beg of them to intetcede with you in my favour. 


My affections were freely placed on you, being drawn 


by the force of your merits, your piety and virtue, 1 


know you have a ſoul ſuperior to any thing mean; but 
I hope, if you have the leaſt regard for the ſincerity of 
my intentions, you will accept of a few trifles which I 
have ſent by the coach. | | | 

My mother has been long in a bad ſtate of health; 
but both ſhe and my father deſired to be remembered 
to you, and are glad to hear your family are coming 


to town; and I can aſſure you, if permitted, they will 


wait on your lady to procure you one week's ablence, 
I am all impatience to fee you; but, in the mean time. 
hope you will honour me with a letter. 


I am, my dear angel, 
Your lincere lover, 


Jos Du ATKINS, 


LETTER XXX. 
The young Woman's Anſwer, 
, 


A Violent cold, and a multiplicity of buſineſs, pre- 

vented me from an{wering your letter ſooner ; 
but now, having obtained an hour's leiſure, I ſhall 
devote it to that purpoſe, You know, that when we 
firſt became acquainted, we were both too young to 
think of any ſuch thing as marriage; and although 
a friendſhip took place, yet I knew my ſtation in life 
to be much inferior to yours, and this determined me 
to be upon my guard, Unequal matches are ſeldom 


happy 
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happy ones, and diſguſt often takes place where af- 


fluence and poverty are connected in marriage, 

With reſpett to worldly poverty, my parents are 
poor, but they are rich in good works to me: a ſort 
of treaſure they take much pleaſure in, but it will nei- 
ther go to the Bank or the Exchange, I ſhall always 
reſpett you for the profeſſions you have made, and I 
doubt not of your fincerity, but {till I have many ob- 


jections. I am afraid. the want of ſortune on my part 


may deprive me of that happineſs which I ſhould wiſh 
to enjoy in the marriage ſtate, The great uncertainty 
and many dangers attending trade, appear to be dread- 


ful. Suppoling, that either by misfortunes, by loſſes, 


or by extravagance, you ſhould become a bankrupt, 
then I mult be reduced to a {tate of poverty, juſt at a 
time when I was in hopes of living comſortably. Let 


me therefore beg you will look out for ſome other per- 


fon more proper than myſelf, and may every bleſſing 
attend one whom I wiſh well. | | 
| ELIZABETUD BARTON. 


— 2 


"EET-TER XXXI. 
From the young Tradeſinan in Reply, 
Dear Miſs Betſy, 


T* I reſpetted you before, you have now completed 


the conqueſt by your prudential letter, which con- 


tains ſo many wiſe remarks, that I hope I ſhall never 


ſuffer them to depart from my memory, But why, 
my dear, all your fears? Is not my love of your per- 
ſon, without looking tor a fortune, proof of my fince- 
rity and of your merit? But why do I talk of fortune? 
The beauties of your mind are greater than all my 
poor paltry trifle ; and whatever reſpect I am bound 
to have for my parents, yet, I freely acknowledge, 
that good works are preſerable to all their riches, 
And why, my dear, ſo many fears, ſuch anxiety con- 
cerning poverty? Becaule a few, and indeed too many 
tradeſmen, bring milery upon themſelves by their ex- 
travagance, and neglect of buſineſs? Why, I ſay, mult 

5 a body 


2 body of uſeful men be condemned? Upon mature 5 1 | 


their ſeeking to be rich too ſoon : and while they graſp 


J am determined not to {eek riches, but to be content 


what manner to lay it out. 
you have no reaſon to be afraid; ſor whatever {tate we 


| KY ER ſince you went into the country, Mr, * 


to adviſe, but mult not direct. You are now arrived at 
years of maturity, and it is natural you ſhould enter 


preſents itlelf ; 


family is relpectable, he is induſtrious, and, in my 
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reflection you will think otherwiſe. Let us but at- 
tend to our duty, and leave the reſt to Divine Provi- 
dence. The fatal misfortune attending tradeſmen, is 


at ſhadows, they loſe the ſubſtance. For my own part, 


with an honeſt ſubſiſtence as the fruits of my induſtry: 
if I get any more, you will be always conſulted in 
| Acting in this manner, 


arc in here below, there is no certainty of real happi- 
nefs, Let me therefore beg you will make mecaſy, by 
complying with my requeſt when you come to town. 


I am your ſincere lover, 


JosEPH ATKINS, 


"LETTER XXX. 
From the young Woman's Father to his Daughter, 
Dear Child, | 


Kins has been frequent in his viſits to us, and the 
more I converſe with him, the greater reaſon J have to 
eſteem him as a worthy deſerving young tradeſman. 
You have often told me, you would never marry with- 
out my conſent; in that you may do as you pleale, 
for 1 ſhall never lay reſtrictions upon you; I am ready 


into the marriage ſtate, eipecially if an agreeable offer 


and where, my dear, can you meet 
with a more agreeable perſon than Mr, Atkins? Ihs 


opinion, bids fair to be proſperou:, Not that I would 
ever promiſe too much on any thing human; but, put— 
ting all the circumſtances toget her, I think you Cane 
not do better than give him your hand and heart, You 
know I love you, and J am certain he is worthy of 


F 2 Nh you. 
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you, I ſhall, however, leave that to yourſelf, nox 
ſhould I have troubled you with this, had I not be- 
lieved it for your advantage. Your mother is greatly 


recovered from her late illneſs, and longs earneſtly to 


ſee you, which we hope will be about the beginning of 
next month. In the mean time I would have you to 
write to Mr, Atkins, for he calls here every evening, 


I am your ever affectionate father, 
WilLiaM BARTON, 


I. E T T E R XXXIII. 
The young Woman's Anſwer to her Father. 


Honoured Sir, 


1 


Was on a vifit with my lady when yours arrived, fo 
that I had not an opportunity of anſwering it till 


this evening, Bleſſed be God that my deareſt mother 
is better, let me beg ſhe will take care of herſelf in 
this cold ſealon, lor a relapſe is more to be feared than 
the beginning of any diforder whatever, With reſpect 
to Mr, Atkins, I am no ſtranger to his many. valuable 
qualities; but ſtill I think he propoſes marriage rather 


too ſoon, for he has not been above ſix months in buſi- 


neſs, Indeed, when I think of his propoſal, my mind 
is often filled with a number of perplexities, and 1 
Atruggle between love, fear, intereſt, and duty, You 
ſeem to approve of his ſuit, and as I know you would 


not do fo, but with a view of promoting my intereſt, 


ſo I dare not diſobey you. But you muſt {till let my 
conduct in this, and in every reſpect, be regulated by 
your commands, which to me are very ſacred, We in- 
tend being in town on next Saturday ſe'nnight; but 
I have written this evening to Mr, Atkins, and as my 
letter to him contains nothing ſecret, you may deſire 


him to let you perule it. 


I have ſent ſome trifles to 


my dear mother, and preſent her with my duty. 


I am, Honoured Sir, 
Your ever dutiful daughter, 
| ELIZABETH BARTON 


LETTER 
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L E T TE R XXXIV. 
From 9 Barton to Mr. Atkins, 
. | 


Received yours, with another from my father, and am 


glad to hear that you often viſit my poor parents. 


Indeed, that is one of the greateſt comforts I enjoy; 
for I believe they have lived to ſurvive many pretended 
friends. And now, Sir, I muſt freely tell you, that 
your perſon was never diſagrecable to me, nor have I 
any juſt reaſon to find fault with your conduct. I re- 
ceived your generous preſent, and muſt acknowledge 
it was far ſuperior to any thing I could have expected. 
Your propoſal is honourable, and your profeſſions have 
all the marks of ſincerity, I never had any objection 
to the marriage ſtate, further than that of being afraid 
of ruſhing into it too precipitately. Haſty marriage 
is ſpeedy vengeance; but I hope that will never be the 
caſe either with you or mvielf, What you have ſaid 


concerning trade, is undoubtedly true, and fo is what 


you mention relating to happineſs, Be aſſured, Sir, 
that J do not look for uninterrupted happineſs in this 
world; if 1 did, I ſhould have no higher views; but 
ſtill this world muſt not be neglected while we are in 


it, Induſtry enables us to live honeſtly, to ſupport our 


families, and to relieve the wants of the poor, The 
extravagant perſon, initead of having any thing togive, 


waſtes the ſubſtance of others; the virtuous induſtrious 


man, has an open hand and a generous heart, I have 
only to add, that Þ ſhall not for the future ſtart any 


new objections; but, truſting to the Providence of a 


good and gracious God to direct me, freely conſent to 
be yours. But remember never to expect more from 
me, than from any other woman, I am ſenſible of 
many weakneſſes; my temper may not be at all times 
the ſame ; but it is the glory of your ſex to ſympathize 
with us, I ſhall mention your propoſal to my. lady, 
for I cannot leave her till ſhe.is provided with another 
in my room,. If you are at my father's on Monday 

8 ſe'ennight, 
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ſe'ennight, you will have ſome reaſon to expect me 

there ; and, in the mean time, 

| | I am ſincerely yours, 
E112ABETH BARTON, 


LETTER: XXXV. 


From a Sailor, juſt arrived at Portſmouth from the Eaſt- 
| | Indies, to has Sweetheart at Wapping, 


Dear Belt, 


HIS will inform you, that we are ſafe arrived at 
1 Portſmouth, after a tedious paſſage of ſix months: 
but the beſt of all is, we have taken a prize, and I 
fall have four hundred pounds to receive, befides my 
wages, Ah! Bett, what a lady you will be! I in- 
tend to take a public-houſe in Wapping, and you will 
be the landlady. Much money may be picked up: and, 
when we have got enough, we will retire from buſi- 
neſs, and live in the country. Jack Capſtan, whom 
you once loved, had his head knocked off, during the 
engagement; and Tom Forecaſtle, another of your 
| Tweethearts, was waſhed overboard, Let them go, 
and happy for me they are gone, becauſe I ſhall now 
enjoy my dear Bett. I have a large aſſortment of 
china, a fine ſilk gown, and twenty yards of muſlin, 
which I will lay in your lap. Oh! how I long to ſee 
Wapping ; and, I can aſſure you, that I will never be 
unfaithful. Not one of the girls in Wapping ſhall lead 
my affections off from my Bett; neither a high head, 
nor a flounced petticoat, ſhall ever tempt me, Let 
me beg you will meet me at the ſign of the Ship, at 
Graveſend; where I will take you on board, and bring 
you ſafe to Deptford, I ſhall be only a few days on 
board; and, as for the Cuſtom-houſe officers, we ſhall 
fill them with liquor, and then we can get our property 
on ſhore. Do, Betty, love me, and I will make you a 
good huſband, | | 
= OP I am your honeſt tar, 
1 FrHomas TARPAWLING, 
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LETTER XXXVI, 


From a young Gentleman at the Univerſity, to a Clergy- 


man in the Country. 


Reverend Six, 


HI E care you took of my edugtion, when I was 
J. under your tuition, muſt eve& be acknowledged 


with gratitude ; and, I can allure you, that the direc- 


tions you gave me from time to time, ſince I removed 
to the univerſity, have been of great ſervice to me, k 


am indebted to you; but, like a loſing gameſter, I 


muſt continue venturing, till I have ſtaked my laſt. 


guinea, and perhaps at laſt become inlolvent : how- 


ever, if this ſhould be the caſe, then I mult take the 
benefit of the next act for the relief of poor debtors.— 
The truth 1s, I was laſt night in company with ſome 
gentlemen, and the ſubject turned on the nature of 
toleration, ſo far as religious ſentiments were entitled 
to that privilege. For my own part, I had not conſi- 
dered the ſubject; the freedom we enjoy in this king- 
dom ſeemed to render it unnecellary, and I thought 
that every man ſhould be permitted to worſhip God 
according to the dictates of his conſcience, To this. 
it was objected, by ſome perſons preſent, that there 
were opinions which ought not to be tolerated, becauſe 
they diſturbed the peace of ſociety, Initznces were 
brought from the Old Teltament, in ſupport of the dgc- 
trine, and the arguments ſeemed to be unanſwerable, 
unleſs I could reject the whole of divine revelation, 
To all the favours you have already conferred on me, 
let me beg you will add this one more; namely, to 
point out the nature of toleration; how far it is con- 


fiſtent with civil ſociety; whether Chriſtians, agreea- 
ble to the nature of their profeſſion, can ever become 


intolerant ; what has been the ſtate of toleration under 
the Old and New Teſtament diſpenſation; and how far 
| | intolerance 


* 
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intolerance is inconſiſtent with the rights of private 
judgment. Your worth is great, your learning is 
univerſal, and your benevolence is fo extenſive, that 
I cannot doubt of receiving an anſwer. 

4 am, reverend Sh; 


Yours fincerely, 


Tnouas Myariras,. 


ILIE TT ER XXVII. 


The Clereyman's Anſwer. 


My dear Sir, 
HRISTIANITY 1 nothing of tolera- 


| 1 tion; for it is contrary to its ſpirit to claim 
Fo © worldly power, and toleration cannot be g granted where 
1 power is wanting, The Jews never tolerated the 
x practice of any relis? on differing from their own ; but 

i this was owing to two cauſes. Firſt, they were a pe- 
| culiar pcople, different | in their manners, cuſtoms, and 
religious ceremonies,* from all the reſt of the world, 


65 They were made acquainted with the knowledge of 
4 the true God, while the heathen nations around them 
4 were ſunk into the groſſeſt idolatry. Secondly, thc 
1 . — 


| * For a proper inveſtigation of this ſubject, we would refer our 
. readers to The Religious Rites and Ceremonies of all Nations,” 
written by the Rev. Dr. Hurd, and now publiſhing. in ſixty weekly 
numbers, adorned with elegant copper-plates. One or two numbeis 
may be had at a time, price only ſix-pence each; the price of the 
whole, eh in call and lettercd, is only f 1 165. 


1 Wipe 


Jews 
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Jews were not permitted to ſuffer ſtrangers to reſide 


among them, unleſs they complied with their eſta— 
bliſhed form of religion; and even to this day the 
Jews retain the ſame intolerant ſpirit, and probably 
would put it in practice, were they not reſtrained by 
the civil power of thoſe nations through which they 
are ſcattered abroad in the world. 8 

The heathen Romans when they conquered a 
reat part of the world, made no alteration in the 


eſtabliſhed forms of religion, but ſuffered the people, 


whom they had ſubdued, to retain their ancient rites 
and ceremonies, | 


From what we read in the New Teſtament, it does 


not appear that ever the Romans eſtabliſhed a place 


of worſhip, according to the forms of heathen idola- 
try, among the Jews, and yet they did fo in all the 


heathen nations, The reaſon is obvious; the Ro- 


mans, and thoſe whom they, from motives of priae, 
called barbarians, were equally idolators, nor did 
they much regard what 1dols they worſhipped ; but 


the Jews worſhipped the one true God, and the Ro- 


mans were ſuch proſound politicians, that they pre- 


ferred the enjoyment of the taxes, to that of overturn- 


ing the eſtabliſhed religion. 


But here it will be objetted ; why did the Romans 


mitive Chriſtians? Upon a ſtrict enquiry it will per- 
haps, be ſound, that none of the primitive Chriſtians 
were perfecuted merely on account of religion, but 
rather from motives of ſtate policy. | 


Your humble ſervant, 


Tu OMAS Rows, 


LETTER 


perſecute, even to death, many thouſands of the pri- 
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Dear Sir, . | En 
V HE N Chriſtianity was firſt promulgated, the 
Jews, at that time ſpread through many parts 
of the Roman empire, were in hopes that a moit glorious 
Form was to make his appearance in the world, who, 
y 1s power, was to ſubdue all their enemies; but find- 
ing that the humility of Chriſt did not anſwer their 
expectations, they became molt bitter enemies to all 
thoſe who embraced his doctrine, The Chriſtians, 
while they obeyed the Roman Emperors in all things | 
of a temporal nature, acknowledged Chriſt to be their 
King, The purity of their doctrines, the ſimplicity 
of their manners, and their extenſive charity, alarmed Þ 
the heathen prieſts, Who had, for many years, de- 
ceived mankind; and all the Jews were exaſperated 
againſt them, becauſe they acknowledged the authen-Þ 
ticity of the law of Moſes, but refuſed to comply with 
the levitical ceremonies, which they conlidered asÞ 
aboliſhed by the death of Chriſt, E 
The heathen prieſts repreſented the Chriſtians as a 
dangerous ſet of people, whoſe deſign was to over-W 
turn the eſtabliſhed religion; and the Jews acculec MW 
them as a body of people guilty of high treaſon, in 
acknowledging Chriſt to be their King. Under thefe 
circumſtances, the Chriſtians were falily accufed and 
often cruelly perſecuted, but perhaps with leſs, ſeve- 

rity than what is contained in the accounts tranſmit- 

tedto us, 5 85 
Mankind are fond of novelty, and therefore there 

. is great reaſon to believe that when Chriſtianity firlt A 
made its appearance, many pretended to embrace 1} 
who were ignorant of its principles, and unacquaintedW 
3 with God's defign in ſending a Saviour into the world. 
4 It will not admit of a doubt, that ſuch unprincipled 
„ converts, miſtaking the nature and tendency of the; 
4 Chriſtian religion, would be guilty of ſome . . 
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ceſſes: ſuch as affronting the Pagans in their ſolemn 
acts of worſhip, and perhaps ſpeaking diſreſpectfully 
of the emperors. Thele things however have been, 
in a great meaſure, concealed from us; for it muſt 
be acknowledged, that the primitive eccleſiaſtical 
writers haveg#ttroyed the works of the Heathens, 
preſerving only ſuch paſſages as ſeemed moſt ſuitable 
to their purpole ; a way of proceeding as ſcandalous, 
as any thing ever practiſed by the Papiſts, This part of 
the conduct of thoſe, vulgarly called the primitive fa- 
thers, leads me to doubt the truth of many things they 
have written. Do I glory in having anſwered my 
antagoniſt? Let me firſt deliver his arguments to the 
public. To att otherwiſe, is ſimilar to that of tra- 
ducing the character of a man, who is not preſent 
to vindicate his own conduct. It is acting the part of 
a backbiter, to eſtabliſh our own importance at the 
expence of truth, He that is engaged in a good cauſe 
need not be aſhamed of his adverlary, 
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TuouAs Row. 


LETTER XXXIX, 


In Continuationy 


oy TT ens 1 
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— 


Dear Sir, 5 
E B UI let us now enquire how the Chriſtians acted 
5 when they enjoyed the protections of the civil 
power. Did they act conſiſtent with the genius of that 
religion which they profefſed? No: The man of tin 
Vas beginning to make his appearance. Conſtantine 
would have acted the part of a generous prince, had 
he only granted a toleration to the Chriſtians ; but from 
| motives of policy, he made their religion the eſtabliſhed 
one of the empire, and proſcribed all thoſe who ad- 
hered to the ancient rites and ceremonies, The Chriſ- 
tian biſhops, having acquired power, made a bad 
| uſe of it indeed: they ridiculed the heathen ſuper- 
ſtition; they treated the Jews as though they were 
mere Heathens ; and, with reſpect to their Oy 
| | taren 


— — _— — —— HO. 
——— — _ _—_— — 
. R 70 oh * R Loy Tho — — 
. * 


8 
| - 
7 
* 

' 
4 
0 
f 


78 SL E-CTF-RS: os 


thren who differed from them in religious ſenti. 


ments, they perſecuted them with the moſt unrelent- 


ing cruelty. -- 


From that time, *till many ages aſter, perſecutions 
became an article of the Popiſh creed, but never that 
of areal Chriſtian: no; a rea] Chriſtian cannot per- 


ſecute; but it was the practice of aefigned prieſts, 
Who, in order to aggrandize themſelves and enrich 


their families, endeavoured to murder one half of the 
human ſpecies, while they kept the other half in a 


ſtate of ignorance. 


The ſtate of the world, during many centuries, 
contributed greatly towards eſtabliſhing clerical power. 
Toleration was not granted, and in any. of the nations 
where Popery was publickly proffeſſed, thoſe who op- 
poled the moſt idle, inſignificant, ridiculous ceremo- 
nies, were immediately put to death. It is true, that 
no ſtatute for burning Proteſtants ever took place in 
England *till 1 405, in the reign of Henry IV. But, 
notwithſtanding there being no law forthat purpoſe be- 
fore that time, yet the priefts ſupplied the deficiency, 

In 1157, during the reign of Henry II. ſome Ger- 
mans came over to England, who proffeſſed a belief 


an ſentiments contrary to thoſe embraced by the gene- 
rality of the people, Theſe perſons, about thirty in 


number, were ſummoned before a convocation of Po- 
Ph prieſts at Oxford, where they were publickly ex- 


_ communicated, and every perſon having been proh1- 


bited ſrom giving them the leaſt aſſiſtance, they all 
eriſhed for want inthe fields. 

When we look back to the times of the reformation, 
we naturally expect to hear that thoſe, who had been 
eee for their religious opinions, would never 

ave become perſecutors themſelves: but, as the great 
and good Dr. Secker ſays, © The old leaven of perſe- 
& cution was not ſoon forgot, *till the ſpirit of 


„ genuine Chriſtianity baniſhed it out of the nation, 


and enlarged the minds of men with uſeful know- 
6 ledge,” | | 5 
| et 
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Let us, therefore, bleſs the Almighty that we live 
under a government, where every man is permitted to 
worſhip God according to the dittates of his con- 
ſcience, ſo as he gives no offence to the peace of his 
neighbours. Our holy k religion, like its Divine Au— 
thor, is all purity, benevolence, and mercy; and as 
5 Chriſtianity was propagated in the world, 
y the purity of the lives of its profeſſors, their 
integrity and innocent manners, ſo let us follow 
their example, and convince the infidel world, that 
we are the true diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 


J am, dear Sir, 
Your fincere friend, 


THomMas Row, 


LET TE K-XE, 
From a Lieutenant in the Army to a young Lady, the Sole 
Heirefs of a Nobleman, 


Dear Lady Barbara, 5 
T H E precipitate manner in which our regiment 
1 was hurried away from Northampton, pre— 
vented me from opening to you the dictates of an ho- 
neſt heart ; but the pen muſt ſupply the deficiency of 
words, That I have been long enamoured of your 
many amiable accompliſhments, there can be no 
| reaſon to doubt; and although your elevated rank in 
| life, prevented me from making a declaration of my 
| paſhon, yet my ſentiments were {Ull the ſame ; there 
could be no change in my love; my affections were 
| unalterably fixed; and your perſon, your mental ac- 
compliſhments, all conſpiring together, formed the 
| beloved object. I know that your noble father will 
| never conſent to our union; but madam, let me beg 
vou will only conſider, that although Iam not a 
| nobleman's ſon, yet my father is deſcended from an 
| N honourable 


wo 
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honourable family; and 1 mylelf, as a gentleman and 
a ſoldier, have the honour to carry the King's com- 
miſſion, | 

I have this, however, to ſay, that a noble generous 
mind cannot be confined down'to forms ; natural rights 
are the ſame in all ages and nations ; nor can the laws 
of any country ſet thoſe rights aſide. It was never 
my intention to make you unhappy, by marrying 
in an imprudent manner; but I cannot help thinking 
that my paternal eſtate, joined to my commiſſion, 
will be ſufficient for both of us. Not that 1 would 
deſire my dear Lady Barbara to accompany me to the 
field of battle: God forbid ! all that I defire 1s, that 
you will let me remain in poſſeſſion of your heart; 
I ſay remain in poſſeſſion, for, from the whole of your 
conduct, and your amiable behaviour, I cannot help 
thinking, there was a time when I was not diſagree— 
able, I will cheerfully ſubmit to all the fatigues of 
a campaign, upon condition you will give me your 
promiſe to be mine ; and I ſhall expe& your anſwer, 
directed to me at Southampton, 


I am, dear Madam, 
Your moſt devoted ini ſervant, 
EpwaRD Corp. 


LETTER ML 
The young Lady's Anſwer, ' 
SI, | 


1 Received your letter, and muſt freely acknowledge, 
that it has been attended with ſhocking circum— 
ſtances to me. To ſay that 1 have not ſome regary 
for you, would be to tell a moſt horrid falſhood; 
ſay that I prefer you to all others, would be incon- 
ſiſtent with female modeſty. To diſobey my parents, 
ſhocks me much; and yet, where I have given my 
heart I muſt beſtow my hand, To marry at the open- 
5 . eng 


EVERY OCCURRENCE IN LITE. 75 


ing of a campaign, might make me for ever a miſer- 
able widow; and yet I love, and I would be both 
dutiſul and honourable ; dutiful to my parents, and 
honourable to the man who is placed his aftettions 
upon me.— But you are going to engage in battle, 
againſt the enemies of your country: well, Sir; and 
what will ſupport you under all the fatigues of a cam- 
paign ? Will faſhionable follies anſwer ſuch valuab.e 
purpoſes? No, Sir, they will not. e 
The corruption of humanity, the vices of men. 
the unbounded delire of acquiring power, and the 
infatiable thirſt for vain honours, have made war, in 
ſome manner, neceſſary; and yet, the man of huma- 
nity will conduct himſelf with tenderneſs. Doe: 
the injured rights of your country require your al- 
ſiſtance ? remember it is your duty to comply, Ate 
you to be preferred to a high command in the army? 


remember that you muſt command men as good as 


yourſelf, God abhors cruelty, and ſevere will be the 
account you muſt make, if you treat thoſe brave men 
with cruelty, who are venturing their lives in defence 
of their country, You may riſe to a high command 


in the army; but remember that virtue will raiſe you 


much higher, You have all my good wiſhes; and 
be aſſured, I never will give my hand to any one, *till 
luch time as I find you are not worthy of a place in my 
heart, | | : | | 


BARBARA YELVERTON: 


EE TT ER XIII. 


From a young Woman in the Country ts her Father in 
| London, 


— 


— 


Honoured Sir, | 
I Have been now about twelve months in this place, 
and 'till now I concealed my real ſituation from 
you, in hopes it would one day be better; but quite 
| G 2 1B 
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the reverſe has taken place. During the firſt month I 
was here, Mrs. Elwell treated me with-tenderneſs; but 
The is fond of new faces, and, now that I begin to 
grow old in her ſervice, ſhe finds fault with every 
thing, although I never complain. You are my 
father, and it is my duty to tell you the truth: I am 
much better in health than formerly; and thanks to 
God and to you, I can get my living any where, ſo 
that I have no reaſon to ſtay here any longer unleſs you 
deſire it, and your will ſhall always be a law to me. 
Not that I want to leave this place; but you will 
perhaps be ſurpriſed to hear, that in the compals of 

a few months I have almoſt promoted the education 
of two young ladies, who were little better than 
reprobates, when I firſt took them under my care, — 
I think that the molt proper method for my future plan 
of life, would be to keep a boarding-ſchool ; and 
you know I am, through your indulgence, in ſome 
meaſure qualified for it. I am not averſe to depend 
on the will of others; but I hope you will coincide 
with me, that it is my duty to make my circumſtances 
in this life as agreeable as poſſible: that, however, 
cannot be done while I remain here, and therefore, I 
hope you will have no objection to my coming to 
London, In all things I will be directed by you, and 
I hope to have your anſwer. 


I am, honoured father, your dutiful daughter, 
ELIZABETH ARNOT, 


LETTER XIIII. 
The Father's Anſwer 


My Dear, | | 
Eq O be precipitate in any thing, is the ſure ſign 
4 of a weak mind; to act with prudence will 
ever entitle you to reſpect. Your realons for leaving 
your place are to me latisfattory, but I could with you 
| | e ante 
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would do it with honour; I mean that you would 


give your lady proper notice, that ſhe might procure 


another teacher for her children: for my own part, 
I am ſorry to hear of theſe things; but I have been 


deceived and ſo have you, But what fſigniſies this in 


the common affairs of this world; we are not to de- 
pend upon the capricious will of our fellow-creatures, 
but we muſt do our duty, and leave the event to Pro— 

vidence : your propoſal for going into.a ſchool, is in 
all reſpects agreeable to me, and the more ſo, as I. 
{hall probably have it in my power to afhift you, Be- 
fore you leave your lady, I would have you ſpend a 
few hours with her, and, in the moit diſpaſſionate man- 
ner, mention to her your realons for coming away ; 
taking care to act in the molt delicate manner, ſo as 
not to give any offence, but to be always welcome 
again. wy 

With open arms of affection will you be received 
by your dear parents; but let me remind you, that 
wherever you go you will meet with affliction, You 
promiſed yourſelf happineſs in the place where you 


now are: you have been diſappointed, and perhaps 


you may be fo again. The ſtate of human nature in 


= this world, is ſuch, that no happineſs can take place 


here below; I mean real happineſs, for comparative 


happineſs may be found. And now I think I may add, 


that though there is no real happineſs in this world, yet, 
let our affliction be ever ſo great, we ſeldom loſe hope; 
God ſeems to have implanted that in our nature, to 
ſupport us under all trials, and to make us look for- 
ward to that everlaſting country, where happinels will 
be complete. Upon the whole, my dear, do juſt as 
you pleaſe ; and if you are to remove, let it be as ſoon 
as you can, and let me know, that 1 may make ready 
to receive you in a proper manner. 5 5 


J am, your affectionate father, 


WILLIAM ARN OT. 
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LETTER -XLIV, 

From a young Gentleman to a Clergymang on the OP 
; 5 . 

Rev. Sir, 


1 T is now ſome years ſince you taught me the 
Greek and Roman claſſics, and you know that J 
was always more fond of the hiſtorians than the poets, 
I find however, that I am no hiſtorian; for I Wasa 

few evenings ago in company with ſome gentlemen 

whole friendſhip I would wiſh to cultivate; but ſuch is 

their great and extenſive knowledge, that ſome- 
thing of a ſuperior dread reſts upon my mind when 1 
fee them make their appearance. They often mention 
the hiſtory of England as a ſubject as well known as 

the accidence in grammar; and the Roman hiſtory 

is to them as familiar as a common newſpaper; they 

know the laws and conſtitutions of the different na- 
tions in Europe, and with reſpect to the diſcovcrics 
made by the moderns in different parts of the world, 
they can point out the eauſes, and form rational con- 
jectures concerning the conſequences, Why, my dear 
Sir, have not 1 learned theſe things? Am I too weak 

to comprehend them? Or what plan of reading ſhall 

1 purſue, in order to make myſelf as accompliſhed as 
thoſe amiable perſons? I have, perhaps, too much 
time too ſpare; but {till I can aſſure you, that no part 
of that time ſhould be ſpent in idleneſs, if you would 
be ſo good as to point out for me a plan, by which I 
might conduct my ſtudies in hiſtory in an uſeful, be- 
coming manner. Learning, without real knowledge, 
appears to me rather as a curſe than a bleſſing; and 

when I find how ignorant I am of many important 

facts, I bluſn; I am aſhamed, and think I have never 

yet learned avy thing, T his, however, my dear Sir, 
is not your fault, but my own: perhaps, had 1 

attended more to your inſtructions, I mould have had 

no 
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no occaſion to aſk you ſor this advice; but, alas! 
' youth and prudence are ſeldom found united 
gaieties and follies go hand in hand together, and 
the beſt of knowledge is neglected, in order to gratify 
our animal deſires. I muſt, therefore, beg you will 
ſtill be my friend; that you will communicate your beſt 
inſtructions to me; that you will point out the line of 
hiſtorical reading, and I can allure you, I ſhall abide by 
your advice. This is an act of charity which I dare 
ſay you will not deny; and be aſſured that I am, 


* nnn . 


Dear Sir, ſincerely yours, 


THomas YoOuNG, 


EFF TT ER XLV. 
The Anſwer, 


— 


— 


. | : 
J Received yours, and am by no means ſurpriſed at 
what you mention concerning the company with 
whom you have lately contracted an acquaintance, 
While you was under my care, all I had to do was to in- 
ſtruct you in grammar learning; for, at that time, your 
tender years would not admit of my pointing out to 
you either the beauties or the utility of hiſtory, How- 
ever, that I may be your friend to the laſt, remember 
that my care towards promoting your intereſt, ſhall 
extend to you in the way of my duty as long as Llive 
in this world, I am extremely forry to find that your 
own good ſenſe could not have pointed out to you the 
proper methods by which hiſtory was to be read and 
underſtood, This, however, 1s generally the caſe 
with young men, who think themtclves wiſe before 
they have learned any thing beſides the jargon of a 
ſchool education, We are, indeed, moit wretched 
mortals; but this is no reaſon why we ſhould always 
continue ſo, God 1s the God of order, and he would 
have us act as beings, whole continual dependence is 


upon 


upon him, and to whom we are accountable for every 
exertion of our rational faculties, 

With reſpect to the order in which hiſtory ſhould 
be read, there are ſome few books in our language, and 
in French, but they are ſuch wretched performances 
that they ſerve rather to diſguſt, than inſtruct. The 
ſacred hiſtory you have goneover already in your Bible, 

but I think you ought likewiſe to read Joſephus; 
who, although guilty of many errors, yet throws 
conſiderable light on the bible hiſtory, and continues 
= his narration down to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by 
the Romans. When you have finiſhed Jolephus, you 
muſt read the hiſtory of Great-Britain and Ireland; 
firſt in a large work, and afterwards in a ſhort com- 
endium, containing the leading facts, which (if you 
read with care) will bring to your mind every occur- 
rence. Take great care never to negle& chronology ; 
I mean the time when facts happened. I have often 
lamented the. ignorance of many perſons in that re- 
ſpect, who could relate every particular in the reign 
of a prince, and at the ſame time could not tell when 
he lived. VV’ 5 5 
: From the hiſtory of England, you muſt proceed to 
that of Rome, which will ſerve as an introduction to 
the hiſtory of all the ſtates now exiſting in Europe: 
| _ but do not leave the ſubject with the removal of the 
| ſeat of empire from Rome to Conſtantinople; you 
muſt continue it down to the middle of the fourteenth 
century, when the Greek empire was ſubdued by 
the Turks. If you attend prgperly to what you will 
meet with 1n this latter part of the hiſtory, you will 
eaſily become acquainted with every thing following 
after it. : | 


I am, Sir, your ſincere friend, 


EDpDWARD TAL3Z3ö Or. 


-GETTER 


e WEE —  — 
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LETTER . 
From the Same, in Continuation. 
Dear Sir, 
S a relaxation from general hiſtory, it will be 
necellary to read biography, or the lives of 
eminent perſons, of which I have often lamented 
that we have not one proper collection; ſome being 


too ſmall, and others too large: however, you muſt 
uſe the beſt methods you can; for in biography there 


is much that ought to be remembered, and ſome- 


times as much ſhould be forgotten. In reading 
the lives of eminent perſons, take great care to 


avoid being led away by partial repreſentations, 


Lives are moſt commonly written by friends, pre- 
poſſeſſed in favour of the party; or they are written 
by thoſe who have eſpouled his ſentiments, or ap— 
proved of his conduct. In ſuch caſes, truth is ſeldom 
found; but we muſt make allowances for human 
weak neſſes. | | | 

There is another ſpecies of hiſtory which, if you 
attend to, will i-th your plan of education, and 
make you What you repreſent your friends to be. 
What I aviude to, is vovages and travels, the moſt 
entertair;'', {jets that could be thought of; but, 
I am ſorry tv ſay, they are ſo numerous, and that 
many cf the anthors relate things which do not ſeem 
to be confiltent with truth. When I was young, 
I read moſt of the * voyages and travels at that time 
in print, but many more are now added, We want 


6 


* The bett ollection of Voyaces and TRAVELSs we ever ſaw, 
and whica conteisſalhthe late diſcoveries m the South-Scas, &c. is 
that le, &ted by Mr. 70% Hamilton Moore It is publiſhing in weekly 


numbers, price 6:1. each, and comprehends accurate deſcriptions of 


eve y thing worthy of notice in the known world. By applying to 
any bookſeller, &c. you may be ſupplied with the above work, in 
numbers or otherwiſe, adorned with copper- plates, engraved in ſupe- 
ror ſtile, tar beyond thoſe of any ſimilar publication. Price in two 
laige folio volumes, neatly bound in calf and lettered, G3 35. © 

a judi- 
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a judicious collection of them abridged in a proper 


manner, containing every thing entertaining and in— 
ſtructing, without reciting a dry detail of unintereſt-— 
ing particulars. 5 EY 

Theſe 1 would have 'you to read, as a relaxation 
from more ſevere ſtudies; but, above all, let me beg 

ou will conſider the proper ule of hiſtory, And firſt, 
it will make you acquainted with the ſtate of human 
nature in all ages and nations. You will ſee, as it 


were, empires and ſtates riſing out of obſcurity to gran- 


deur; and you will ſee them ſinking ſo low, as not to 
leave any more behind, beſides an empty name, Se- 
condly, you will become acquainted with the civil 
rights of mankind, and the principles upon which 


government is founded, You will learn what raiſed 


nations to grandeur, and what promoted their ruin, 
You will find that thoſe perſons, whom we are apt to 


conſider as heroes, were only illuſtrious robbers and 


murderers, who trampled on the rights of their fellow- 


creatures in order to acquire ſame, Laſtly, hiſtory, 


in all its different branches, will preſent you with a 
moſt beautiful commentary on Divine Providence, 


'You will diſcern the hand of God conducting the 


affairs of this lower world, and often making the paſſi- 
ons of the worſt of men ſubſervient towards promoting 
the good of, the whole, Nay, I may add, that an 
attentive peruſal of hiſtory will point out to you the 
neceſſity of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments; 
for as vice 1s often triumphant in this world, and piety 
and virtue trampled on, ſo God, as a juſt Being, will 
in the end render to every man according to his works, 
Such, my dear Sir, are the uſes to be made of hiſtory; 
and if you attend to the ſubject, in the manner I have 


laid it down, you will be eſteemed by your acquaint- 


ance, honoured by your friends, and reconciled to all 
that happens in the world, 


— 


J am, dear Sir, your ſincere friend, 


E DW ARD TAL ROT. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Non. 


From a poor working Man, wmprifoned for Devt, ts 


his Creditor, 
„ 

1 Send this by the hands of my wife, whoſe afflic- 

tions exceed that of a widow ; for a widow cannot 
have any hope of aſſiſtance from the dead, whereas 
the wife of a poor priſoner muſt both wiſh and hope 
for her huſband's i omen any Read this, Sir, and 
think a little of my ſituation : confined here within 
the walls of a priſon, for a debt of four pounds con- 
trated for neceſſaries during a long and levere illneſs, 
and obliged to lie on the boards; nor am I able to work 
at my trade, which you know 1s of ſuch a nature, 


that it cannot be carried on in priſon, My poor wife 


has almoſt ſtripped herſelf naked, to procure me a 
little ſupport; and having a child at her breaſt, ſhe 
cannot go out to work. Ah, Sir! Can impriſoning 


a man's body pay debts? No: but it may render the 


debtor for ever incapable of paying what he owes to 
his creditors. Would you, Sir, had you been under the 


ſame afllited circumſtances as I was, have conſidered 


yourſelf as guilty, in running into debt for a few of 


the neceſſaries of life? But ſuppoſing I had been either 
imprudent or extravagant, how can you repeat the 


Lord's Prayer in ſincerity, while, inſtead of forgiving 
a fellow-creature, you are ſtarving a whole family ? 
I believe you will acknowledge, that you muſt either 


obtain pardon of God, or be caſt out of his preſence 


for ever, And can you expect that forgiveneſs, while 


you treat a poor family with cruelty? You are, Sir, 


the father of a family, and how do you know but 
your oven children may one day ſuffer what I do now ? 
' Nay, how do you know what afflictions may happen 
| to yourſelf before you go out of this world? God is 
merciful, and he loves mercy in his creatures, Let 


me therefore beg you will pity my poor family, and 


grant 


. ee es ene 


—— on gg nearer 
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grant me a letter of licence for one ycar, that I may 
have it in my power to pay you. Here I can pay 


nothing, but here I may ſtarve; nay, I am ſtarving 


already ; and my poor wiſe, with my helpleſs children, 
are almoſt periſhing for bread: ſurely you muſt have 
formed ſome bad opinion of me, otherwiſe you would 
never have proceeded ſo far. Remember what both 
you and myſelf have read in our Bibles, and ſurely 


you have not forgot the twenty-fifth chapter of St, 


Matthew's Goſpel. Shew ſome compaſſion to an af- 
flicted father, a diſconſolate mother, and three help- 
leſs infants: ſet open the priſon doors where I am 
confined, that the hearts of the afflicted may ſing with 
joy: treat my poor wife with tenderneſs, and let me 


beg you will ſend me a favourable anſwer.” 


I am, Sir, with reſpect, 
| Your humble ſervant, 
Janes PaRxRV. 


— 


—— 


LETTER XLVIIL 
The tulwer. 


SI RX, 
I Have juſt received yours, and peruſed the melan- 
choly contents with more concern than I am able 
to expreſs, It was repreſented to me, that you was 
an idle drunken fellow, who neglected your family, 
and ſpent more money in alehouſes than would have 


ſupported your wife and children, That was the rea- 
fon why I took out a writ againſt you ; for although 


J would not be guilty of an 1ll-natured action to any 
of my fellow-creatures, yet I cannot believe thoſe 
are worthy of the leaſt pity, who have not bowels of 
compaſhon to their bilden, To convince you, 
therefore, that I am not the tyrant you have repre- 
ſented me, I have given your wife five ſhillings, and 
e mall 
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' ſhall this evening ſet you at liberty. As for granting 

you a letter of licence, it is altogether unneceilary, 
ſor it would be attended with expence; and, I am 
certain, you could not pay the debt in one year, 
You may confide in me, that if you will act as an 
-honeſt man to your family. and not frequent ale- 
houſes, you will find me a friend, ready at all times 
to ſerve you, I will give you more time than you 
can reaſonably expect, and much more than you have 
deſerved, if report be true. Call for what you want 
at the bar in the priſon, and I will be with you about 
ſeven o'clock this evening. 


I am, Sir, &c. 


CuARLES RORERTS. 
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From a young Man, a Carpenter, defirons of felling up 
in Buſineſs, to the Perfon with whom he ferocd hs 
Apprenliceſhiþ. 
Honoured Sir, 


OUR tenderneſs to me, while I lived with you, 

encourages me to trouble you with this, To 
mention your having taught me an uſeful mechanical 
employment, is ſaying little, when I reflect on your 
care for my morals, and your regard for my intereſt, 
during the whole ſeven years of my apprenticeſhip, 
Virtue, however, cannot go unrewarded ; and, as L 
am not the only inſtance of your henevolence, ſo I 
am fully perſuaded you enjoy more peace of mind, 
in conſequence of having done good, than thouſands 
of thoſe who have acquired what the world calls a 
fortune, at the expence of a good conſcience; being 
wounded in the light of God, while they were hated 
by their fellow-creatures. But now I come to the 


main purport of this letter. 1 
Y I Mr. Beck, 
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Mr, Beck, for whom I have worked upwards of 
three years, died a few weeks ago ; and, having left 
no children in his own branch of buſineſs, every thing 
is to be diſpoſed of, I am acquainted with all his 
cuſtomers, and they have promiled to employ me, if 
I can only make intereſt ſufficient to purchaſe his im- 
plements of workmanſhip, and ſtock in trade. That, 


| however, is not in my power; for although I have 


\ 


lived extremely frugal, yet I have not ſaved any more 
than ſixty pounds, which is not one {1xth of the ſum 
demanded. Creait, indeed, has been offered me for 
two years, but I have two objections: firſt, I am 
afraid it will not be in my power to make good the 
payment in that time: and ſecondly, I am rot 
much in love with the executors, The truth 1s, they 
are profligates ; and thoſe who ſpend their own money 
in extravagance, will ſhew but little pity to me, if 
I am reduced to a ſtate of diſtreſs ; 1 have, therefore, 
ventured to preſent my caſe to you. Your goodnels 
of heart is great, your character is eſtabliſhed, and 
your fame has been long ſpread abroad among the 
virtuous and the pious. You know I have no ſecu— 
rity to give you, beſides that of the word and hand- 
writing of an honeſt man; and, if you will give me 
your advice and aſſiſtance in this affair, it ſhall ever 
be acknowledged with gratitude, 55 | 
By, Sir, your molt obedient ſervant, 


GEORCE Boorn, 


P. S. As the whole is to be fold by auction, I 
ſhould be glad of your anſwer, | 


_— — 


LETTER IL 
The Anſwer, 


. 
I R E E days ago I received your letter, and] 
would have an{wered it ſooner, but I was laid! 

up with a ſevere fit of the Gout, which alone pre. 
| _ vented N 
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vented me; for you well know, that it was always 
my practice to an{wer letters, whether I complicd 


with the requeſts contained in them or not. Ana 


now, my dear Sir, give me leave to pals over all the 
encomiums you have beſtowed upon me; for the time 
for flattery is over, and nothing lels than honeſt ſin— 
cerity will now go down with me. 

There is not a ſenſible man in the world, who will 
blame you for endeatouring to ſeitle in bulinels; 
and I commend you for not putting yourſelf under 
the power of ſtrangers, who might, in an unguarded 
hour, lead you into a inare, and procure your ruin 
in this world. Alas! Sir, what ſavages are human 
creatures to cach other! If their neighbours projper 
they give them aſſiſtance; if they are unfortunate, 
they are trampled upon, There is an obſervation on 
trade, by an author in the laſt century, which has 
been fince reduced into the form of a proverb; and, 
when I ſtate it to you in proverbial language, you 
will find that it corroborates the truth of what I have 


laid, „If your neighbour is going up the hill, let. 


your ſhoulder to him; if he is going down the 
„ hill, put your foot upon him.” The maxim is 
ſomething more than diabolical; but, without conſi— 


dering it any longer, I ſhall proceed to write you an 


an{wer, 


From what I have heard from you, I find that it 
will require at leaſt five or ſix hundred pounds, 
to enable you to ſucceed your late maiter, This L 
am willing to lay down for you; and I have written 
a letter to a friend of mine, who will take your bond 
for the money, But I muſt not conclude this letter, 
without giving you ſome advice; which I hope you 
will not conſider as improper, eſpecially as it comes 
jrom an old man. Your buſineſs will naturally lead 
you into company; but, my dear Sir, never let 
drunkenneſs mark your charatter; never be the 
drunkards ſong, I have known a man, who had no 
buſineſs in company, deſtroy himſelf by drinking 3 
and I have known a man, who had buſineſs in com- 
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pany, and always went home ſober, In company, 


pay, your ſhare of the reckoning, but never go home 
like a beaſt. Keep an exact account of debtor and 
creditor every week; and, while you ſpeak with good 
manners to thole who are indebted to you, never be 


aſhamed to put them in mind of the neceſſity you 
are under, to diſcharge your duty incumbent upon 


vou to your own creditors, You will have working 
men under you, but never pay them at an alehouſe, 
for this ſhews them a bad example; it corrupts their 
morals, and makes them neglett the duty they owe 
to God and to themſelves, Upon the whole, it is 
my ſincere defire that God may give you ſucceſs, and 
make you an ornament to your brethren in the trade. 


I am, your real friend, 
SAuMuELl ROBINSON, 


_ a. my r 


0b 


From a Young Merchant, to the Daughter of a Counſellor 


at Law, 
My dear Miß, 5 
I HE different opportunities I have had of being 


in your company, your many fallies of wit and 
humour, joined to the moſt unaffetted modeſty, have 


entirely won my heart, and I am become your more 
than humble flave.—You know I have been but 
lately ſet up in buſineſs, but the profits ariſing from 


the returns have exceeded my higheſt expectations. I 
find the ſlave trade extremely beneficial; and I doubt 
not, but that in a few years I ſhall acquire a conſi- 
derable fortune. But fortune is a ſmall conſideration 
with me, when I refle& on your many and valuable 
accompliſhments, It is undoubtedly incumbent upon 
me to look out for a partner for life, and who can 
I find equal to you? Perhaps you may think that I 


have an eye to your fortune; but, if fo, you are 


much 
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much miſtaken ; I never heard what it was: and al- 
though your honoured father ſhould think proper to 
cut you off with a ſhilling, yet that will be nothing 
to me. It is your merit I covet, your love I ſolicit; 
but your fortune, let it be ever ſo great, is Beneath 
my notice. 

And now, my dear, what objection can you have 
to me ? Surely you cannot diſlike me, on account of 
my being engaged in a life of trade. Trade and 
commerce ſupports the intereſt, and promotes the 
glory of the nation. By trade and commerce the in- 
duſtrious Poor are honeſtly employed, and by thoſe 
they acquire a comfortable ſubſiſtence, Many of the 


noble families in England have had their riſe from 


the mercantile world; and the anceſtors of ſome of 
our Dukes, may glory as much in their being the 
deſcendants of Merchants, as others can of having 
fprung from illuſtrious robbers and murderers, 
Conſiſtent with the nature of my buſineſs, I cannot 
make you a ſettlement in money; but, what is much 
greater, I will attend to the duties of my ſtation, 
and, if Providence ſhould {mile upon my endeavours, 
you "will have no reaſon to complain, —l don't delire 
that any thing ſhould be tranſacted in ſecret, and 
therefore ſhould be extremely glad if you Sed 


ſhew this letter to your good father, who knows the 


affairs of this world too well, foy me to give him any 
information, [ 
I am, dear Miſs, 
Your ſincere admirer, 
Tonus ASHTON, 


LET FT E-R: LII. 


Tie young Lady's Anſwer, 
SIL X, 
I Received yours, and have tended to the contents 
4A with the utmoſt care. I have had no reaſon hi- 
therto to complain of your condutt; but I muſt freely 
II 3 | tel} 
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tell von, that ſome of the arguments you have made 
ule of, to ſet off your own importance, rather dif- 
ſuade than encourage me to enter into the marriage 
{tate,—You are a merchant; how many thouſands of 
nerchants have been bankrupts ? You are concerned 
in the {lave trade; and, let me aſk you, if that is 
conſiſtent either with humanity, or the law of God? 
Are not blacks, my dear Sir, the workmanſhip of 
the ſame Divine Being who formed you and mylelf ? 
In buying them, all thoſe of your profeſſion are the 
worſt of thieves; in ſelling them, you are molt cruel 
murderers. By the firſt, you diſcover unbounded 
avarice ; by the ſecond, unrelenting cruelty, By the 
firſt, you trample upon the ſacred rights of the 
whole human race; by the ſecond, you ſeek to ac- 
quire riches, : which, in the end, will be accurſed. 
And ſhall I, Sir, give my hand to that man, who, 
in order to acquire a fortune, tramples upon the 
rights of humanity? Can IJ expect the divine bleſ- 
ling upon a ſubſiſtence in this life, Which has been 
acquired by iniquitous means? No, Sir: let me love 
aflluence, let me court grandeur; but let innocence 
and honeſt induſtry be the means to procure them. 
I muſt further tell you, that I am no fiend to mer- 
cantile liſe; a commiſſion of bankruptcy would make 
me a beggar, and you perhaps. ſomewhat worſe, 
Your difintereſtedneſs concerning my fortune, has 
but little weight with me: it may conſiſt in words, 
but I am a firanger to your real ſentiments, I am 
glad vou have permitted me to ſhew your letter to 
my ever honoured father, and you will ſoon recieve 
an aniwer from him. In the mean time, whatever 
may he my private ſentiments, I ſhall continue to cor- 
reſpond with you, 'till every point is cleared up; and 
be aſſured that I am 


Your well-wiſher, 


ELIZABET NARES, 


LETTER 
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1 K Tr EN III. 
The Counſellor's Letter to the young Merchant. 


Dear Sir, 
M* daughter, who was never wanting in duty 


to me, has juſt now ſhewn me a letter from 
you, on the ſubje& of marriage, I do aſſure you, 
Sir, that is a ſtate, which, as it is neceſſary for the 
exiſtence of ſociety, ſo no reaſonable perion ought to 
hava any objection to it. I have always found, that 
thoſe who deſpiſe marriage are, in molt reſpects, men 
of looſe characters; not acting from principle, but 
following the inſtincts of unbridled lults, groſs pal- 
ſions, and unlawtul deſires: but it is not ſo with me, 
which leads me to conſider the ſubject-matter of your 
leiter. and I ſhall do it with as much candour as 
poſſible. 7 7 
I think that, as a merchant, you ſet too little ſtore 
by money ; for that emblem of riches, 1s the only 
article you have to deal in. Your buſineſs as a mer- 
chant, is not better than that of a. lawyer: we ſeek 
money, and, when we get it, we keep it ; but what 
the merchant lays out to-day. he expects it will brin; 
him much more, and thus his ſſock is continuall 
fluctuating. I am afraid, that if you deſpiſe money, 
you will never make any great figure as a merchant ; 
for a mercantile life is a life of care: and, if you 
look back to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, you will 
find many reſpe&able names in the order of knight- 
hood, who, by their attention to mercantile affairs 
were able in advanced life to retire from buſineſs, 
and purchaſe conſiderable eſtates. For my own part, 
I cannot have any objection to your union with m 
daughter, only that I am afraid, a levity of diſpo— 
tion will lead you off from buſineſs, and an idle mer- 
chant is like a drone in a bee-ive, I have heard an 
exceeding good character of you, and I doubt mob 
ut 
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but you are deſerving of it; you will therefore be ſo 
obliging as to write to me, and I will conſult with my 
daughter concerning the affair, 


I am, Sir, &c, 


S. NAA Es, 


LETTER LV. 


— 


The Merchant's Anſwer, 


- Honoured Sur, 
I TH pleaſure I received yours, and have con- 
ſidered what you mention with as much care 
as I poſſibly could. I am extremely glad that, like 
many gentlemen, you do not deſpiſe the mercantile 
world, I have often read, that the French and Spa- 
niards had a ſtrong averſion to merchandiſe ; bur ! 
know, ſrom experience, that they have thought better 
ſince, and at preſent are as fond of the ſweets ariſing 
from it, as either we or the Dutch. Indeed, for my 
own part, I can lee no other danger ariſing from mer- 
chandife, beſides what is the common effects of Di- 
vine Providence; I mean loſſes at ſea, or, which is 
perhaps ſtill worſe, the wickedneſs of men. The 
firſt we ſhould ſubmit to with reſignation, truſting 
that God will, in ſome other way, make up the loſs : 
the laſt we muſt likewiſe ſubmit to, becauſe human 
nature is always the ſame; and, I am ſorry to ſay, 
that there are too many men in the world, who are 
utterly anacquainted with honeſty, and who have no 
principle to pay their debts, | 
But your grand objection is, my deſpifing money. 
Let me beg you will excufe an expreſhon, made ule 
of by a young man in love: for you well know, that 
all lovers are blind. But the truth is, the expreſſion 
alluded to, ſo far from being unguarded, was the 
effect of conſideration, I think, I have a ſufficient 
capital to carry on trade, and you know it is 09 
| mue 
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much the ſaſhion to court young ladies for their for- 
tunes. It was, therefore, from a principal of honour, 
that I did not def fire any money; ; well knowing that 
if my merit ſhould, in time, entitle me to any, it 
would not be denied. Your daughter's merits are 
ſuperior to riches, and her prudence will enable me 
to make a proper ule of what little I have, I hope, 
therefore, the objection is removed, and that you will 
not obſtruct my happineſs, if I can obtain your 
daughter's conſent. You will receive encloſed a letter 
for her, in which I have explained, at large, every 
thing contained in her's; and, ik the g gives me leave, 
I will wait on her, 


I am, honoured Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Tuouas ASHTON, 


_ _ 


— . 
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Die Merchant's Letter to the young Lady. 
| Dear Mis, 


Received yours, with one from your honoured fa- 
ther; and, as I have vrittey to him, you will 
probably ſee my letter, In the mean time, I am 
called upon by you, to anſwer a queſtion relating to 
a ſubject which I have, perhaps, too little under- 
ſtood, It was my lot to ſerve my clerkſhip to a mer- 
chant, who had great concerns in the flave trade, 
by which he acquired a fortune; and, as it was ſo 
commonly practiſed, I never leriouſly conſidered it. 
am ſorry to lay, that long practice, even in bad 
things, becomes as it were a ſecond nature, and 
habits are not eaſily ſhaken olf. There are, however, 
circumſtances in life, Which do more towards the 
re formation of the n conduct, than the beſt in- 
ſtructions that can be given. Love opens a large ex- 
tended 
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tended field for improvement, eſpecially where the 
beloved object is virtuous, You have taught me 
more concerning the natural rights of my fellow-crea- 
tures, than ever I knew before; and to convince 
you that I am a tractable ſcholar, I have reſolved to 


relinquiſh all connections with the ſlave trade, as ſoon 
as I can ſettle my accounts with my correſpondents, 
He aſſured that I am not hard-hearted, and much let; 


would I rejoice to ſee my fellow-creatures in a ſtate 


of ſlavery. It is a happineſs, I am not confined 0 


one fpecies of merchandiſe: for I am acquainted wit!1 
moſt branches, and conſequently can adhere to that 
which is molt beneficial to the community; looking for 
nothing more for myſelf, than the juſt reward of my 
honeſt induſtry; and this is what, I think, you will 


never find fault with. 


And now, my dear, have I not given you the ut- 


moſt ſatisfattion ? And, the Divine Being is my wit- 


neſs, that ſincerity has guided my pen. Let me add 
further, that in my addreſſes to you, I look to no- 
thing of a romantic nature, but could wiſh to ſpend 
the marriage life with the ſame pleafure as ſome do 


courtſhip, A circumſtance which ſome would rejoice 


in, has happened to me; and although advantageous, 
is melancholy, My brother James died about fx 


months ago in the Eaſt-Indies, and has leſt a confi- 
derable fortune; but I ſhall not turn any part of it 


into trade, *till I fee how things go on with my pre- 
ſent capital, I long to hear from you, but much more. 
to call you my own, Nothing, .but the duty of wy 
profeſſion, ſhall ſeparate me from your company; aud 


we may be happy, if we are only agreeable, 


I am, dear Miſs, 
Your affeftionate lover, 


TrHomas ASHTON, 


LETTER 
Gi 


” 
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LETTER LIVL 


| The young Lady's Anſwer, 
. 


* yours, and ſhall begin with the latter 
part of it, namely, the death of your brother, 1 
am of opinion, Sir, that you have not conſidered that 
ſubje& with ſo much ſeriouſneſs as it deſerves; but 
ſtill I am unable to enter into the inmoſt receſſes of 
the human heart. Do I love my brother? Do I wiſh 
for a continuance of his life ? And ſhall I rejoice in 
the enjoyment of his fortune? I will freely acknow- 
ledge, that under ſuch circumſtances, there are com- 
monly a variety of paſſions warring againſt each other, 
and it too frequently happens that avarice gets the 
better of compaſſion, and we forget our moſt beloved 
relations as ſoon as we are put in poſſeſſion of their 
inheritance. Be not offended, Sir, when l tell you, 


that the time is not far diſtant when you and myſelf 


will, like your brother, be cgnſigned to the ſilent 


grave; © where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 


« where the weary are at reſt,” The death of your 
brother ſhould teach you to ſet a proper value upon all 
temporal enjoyments; but not like a popilh reclule, to 
neglett the duties of your ſtation. _ 

Is have often thought, that thoſe who frequently me- 
| Citate on death are beſt prepared for it, and its terrors 
| loſe their force; the vipers ſting is plucked out, in 


your brother died truſting for ſalvation in the merits 
of a Divine Redeemer, ſo that I ſhall not ſay an 
thing more on the ſubje&; for if I did not conſider 
| you as well acquainted with the firſt principles of the 
| Chriſtian religion, Iſhouldnot write to you as a friend. 
However, I conſider you as acting conſiſtent with the 
principles you profeſs, and, therefore, I ſhall open my 
mind to you without reſerve. 805 


The 


mne on of familiarity, I have no doubt but 
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The letter you ſent to my father is, in all reſpe&s, 
ſatisfactory; and I take it for granted, that you acted 


— — ——— —— — 


"Ft 

1 upon honourable principles; for I am no ſtranger to 
FE the mercenary. way in which matches are commonly 
made up. A man may deſpiſe an attachment to 
T8 riches, and yet he may make a proper ule of the 


benefits of Divine Providence, Your reſolution con- 
cerning the flave trade gives me much pleaſure, and 
happy ſhall I think myſelf if one word written by me 
ſhould be the means of putting an end to a practice 
contrary to the laws of humanity, and ſuch as will! 
ever bring down a curſe upon thoſe concerned in it, 
I could with for the divine bleſſing; but how can 1 
expect it while I am rioting on the ſpoils of my fellow- 
creatures? This objection being removed, I look 
towards your propoſal of marriage, and if you con- 
tinue to act in the ſame manner you have hitherto 
done, I cannot reaſonably object to an union with you, 
Indeed I am afraid I muſt take you for better or worſe; 
but 'tis a comfort, I hope I have fortitude ſufficient to 
meet the ſtrongeſt temptations, My father agrees with 
what you have propoſed, and could wiſh that you 
would adhere to your reſolution of letting your bro- 
ther's money remain in the funds, *till ſuch time as 
you can fully experience the nature of trade, and 
then you will know the value of money, with the 
uſes to which it ought to be applied. We expect to 
fee you here, and perhaps I ſhall then have no ob- 
jections againſt giving my hand where my heart is al- 


ready placed, 
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J am, dear Sir, ſincerely yours, 


ELIZABETH NA RES. 


5 | LETTER 
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LETTER TVII. 


| From a Lady to a Clergyman, on her Huſband and Son 
| being killed in Battle, 
Rev. Sir, ES 

7 OUR diſcourſes from the pulpit have often 
1 inſtructed me in the way of my duty; by your 
pious inſtructions I have learned to reduce the princi- 
ples of my religion to practice; and your example, as 
a living monitor continually before me, mult never 
be eradicated from my mind, But, alas! I am now 
obliged to have recourſe to the fountain head; with a 
heart overloaded with affliction, I apply to God and 
to you: and will my pious paſtor bear with the in- 
firmities of a weak, a diſtreſſed woman? Yes, he 

will; and he will become my conſolatory guide. 
The laſt poſt brought me an account of the battle. 
of Minden, where my dear huſband and beloved 
ſon were both killed, fighting for the rights of their 
injured country, Ah, what a ſtroke to me! I am 
left without a huſband, and without a child; my 
widowhood mult be {pent in forrow ; nor can any 
earthly enjoyments give me comlort, Ah, my deat 
Sir why ſhould we ſuffer for the ambition of princes? 
Shall families be reduced to milery ? Shall parents 
and children be deſtroyed, becauſe kings will not re- 
main contented with thoſe poor ſpots of earth which, 
Providence has aſſigned them? Has my good and 
gracious God ordered theſe things? Or do they 
happen in conſequence of the unalterable decrees of 
fate d I declare, I am loſt in amazement when I look 
at the myſtery of Divine Providence; and as I can 
only judge of cauſes from their effects, I am ſome— 
times induced to become an infidel. Is God unjuſt“ 
May my heart never nouriſh ſuch a thought! and vet 
I am, on many occaſions, ready to be diſcontented. 
What means ſhall I uſe, my dear Sir, to reconcile 
= myſelf to the various ways of Divine Providence? 
My heart is agitated ; but I know you will ſympathize 
. | 4 & with 
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with me, It is difficult to ſtruggle between duty and 
natural affe tions, and God knows! am buta poor feeble 
creature, Let me beg you will give me your advice, 
for no mortal ever flood more in need of it; nd 
whatever you ſay will be like balm to bleeding 
wounds. | 
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I a hes; Sir, 
Your afflicted friend, 
M. S. 


en. 
The Clergyman's Anſwer, 
Dear Madam, 


OURS was aelivered at my houſe while, con- 
ſiſtent with the nature of my profeſſion, I was 
attending to the grave the remains of a dear departed 
friend. Such, my dear madam, is the ſtate of human 
nature 1n this world, that one melancholy circum— 
Lance often follows another: Every thing 1 is deceit- 
ful to thoſe who place their confidence in earthly hap- 
neſs; but to thoſe who can look beyond the grave, 
all the troubles of this liſe are no more than trifles. 
The account you have ſent me of the death of your 
huſband and ſon, is certainly of a calamitous nature; 
but there is nothing in it ſtrange; nothing new; it 
1 is what we mult certainly expect to meet with on tha 
i ſtage of this lower world. © Man is born to trouble 
| . | | as the ſparks fly upwards;“ but unfortunately for 
us poor mortals, we ſeldom think of affliction till, 
| like a diſagreeble viſitor, it meets us at our doors, or, 
lil | perhaps, penctrates into our moſt ſecret chambers, 
. yea, into our hearts. 
| 


— Fe 22 — = 
— —— n — a 8 me ns 2 888 ns 
8 — — — rr de 

SA 2 — — by oy; 1 _— 2 

- * * 3 r LEE " N 

— — net rn an rt ay voy — —— * — . 5 = 

— = ed yum — — — — * 

—— — — g _ 8 ©” * 5 
1 . * . wh) Os ** — 


— 


WK. x 2 
— > 
© a 
m_ — 


— — — — — 
*. * 2 


A N os „ 
— — PR 


— 
— 
— 
— 


—— en 
—— 


I am no ſtranger, madam, to your unaſſected piety; 
but I am afraid, you have not conſidered what the 
wiſe man lays, namely, © To be humble in the day 
* of proſperity, and in the day of adveriity to con- 
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You have enjoyed many pleaſing days, in company 


was an honour to his country; a! ad, ahnt ing in de- 
fence of that inq: ared country, both j uſdand and fon 
are now conligned to the filent grave. And prav, 

madam, what is extraordinary in all this! Has it 
not happened! in the world before you was born ? And 
will it not take Pee when you are dead? You ſeem 
to find fault with the condutt of princes, for eiter- 
ing into what vou efteem unnece ella x Wärs; but let 
me put you in mind, that we in humble like-- are not 
capable of penetrating into the Cabinets we politi- 
Cians; Wwe act as lubordinate beings, and t he higlier 
aflairs of govermmnent ſhall give us no manner of 
unealineſs; begaule many things Will frequently hap- 
pen that we are not able to account ſor, and this 
ſhould reconcile us to the events of Divi: ne Provi- 
dence. You ſay much concerning the ee paflions 
in your mind, but you have not ſaid any thing con- 


cerning your refignation to the divine wall. 1 am 


afraid, madam, you have long dreamed of happinels, 
of the moſt uninterrupted pleaſures, without conſi- 
dering that the Divine Being often aflects us, in order 
to humble us. Do you, madam, imagine that you 
are to live for ever? And is the life of your hul- 
band more valuable than that of another perſon ? 
Many brave men have laid down their lives, in de- 
fence of the rights of their country : 8 have 
been di treſſed in conſequence; but Providence hath 
often ſmiled on the ſurvivors, and the children have 
inherited the reward of their father's virtues. You 
muſt not arraign the conduct of Divine Providence, 
but reſt aſſured in your own mind, that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right. But L am juſt called 
away, and therefore will write again to you as ſoon 


as poſſible. 


1 am, dear madam, 
Your ſincere well-wiſher, 

M. A. 

1 2 


with your huſband : vou have brought 4 ke lon, who. 
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From the Same to the Same. 


Dear Madam, | 

I N my laſt I took notice of the outlines of yours, 
and now I ſha!l endeavour to enter into the ſpirit 
of it, According to the diftates of natural religion, 
every human being is obliged to ſubmit to the dit- 
enlations of Providence, This is what reaſon 
teacheth, and what humanity ſhould comply with. 
Shall God act as the Sovereign of the univerſe, and 
mall we not ſubmit to what God has appointed? Are 
we to chuſe what we would have for ourſelves? Then 
we are the governors of the world, and God is no 
more than an inſignificant being, I will freely ac- 
knowledge, that natural religion 1s, in many reſpects, 
extremely dark; but ſtill, when we make a proper 
uſe of reaſon, we cannot be much led aſtray. Truth 
is of a ſacred nature, and there is no great difficulty 
in acquiring the knowledge of its firſt principles. 
But, my dear madam, I have ſomething to mention 
to you of greater weight, than the religion of nature; 
J mean, divine revelation, —Human reaſon is weak, 
but God has provided a remedy; when we were 
without help, Chriſt died for the ungodly. But he 
not only died, he roſe again; and, in conſequence 
of his reſurrection and aſcenſion, he confirmed poor 
ſinners in the belief of immortality; he comforted 
them againſt the terrofs of the grave. If you have 
the leaſt regard for the Chriſtian religion; would you 
wiſh well to your own ſoul; would you deſire ever- 
lating happineſs: then, madam, reſign yourſelf to 
God. Beloved as the objetts are, which have been 
torn from you; yet, if you put your truſt in the Di— 
vine Being, there are ſtill greater bleſſings in ſtore 
for you. You will, in time, enjoy tranquillity of mind, 

and, in eternity, everlaſting happinels, 
| | How 


EVERY OCCURRENCE IN LITE. 101 


How happy, madam, could I perſuade you to look. 
forward to eternity. There you will enjoy your hul- 
band's and your lon's company; and there you will 
enjoy the divine favour. 

Reſignation to the divine will is a ſure ſign of hu- 
mility; and, if you truſt in him, the Lord God will 
be your everlaſting protector. Humble yourlelf un- 
der the mighty hand i of God, and he will exalt you 
in due time. Be not dit; pleaſed with God. but look 
upon him as your ond: Indeed the confolations 
of Chriſtianity are far ſuperior to any thing. can 


mention; and, forgetting. relations, that will inpport 


you in your old age. May theſe ſentiments make a 


laſting impreſhon on your mind; and be aſarcd 
that 


I am, dear madam, 
Your affectionate friend, 


M. A. 


„F TER EX 


From a Clerg yman to a young Nobleman, 
My Lord, 
1H inexpreſMible grief have I heard, that 


you have given yourlelf up to all manner of 
debauchery ; that you have ruined a young woman, 
who might have been ſtill virtuous, had it not been 
for the temptations which von Hor 4 in her Way. Is 
it poſſible that the youth, whoſe education 1 luper- 
intended with ſo much pleaſur re. ſhould now become 
an abandoned proſligate? But L know it is true, for 


I have received information from thoſe who WET not 


deceive me, Ah! my dear lord, have you forgotten 
all the inſtructions I gave you 5 Yes; and what is 
ſtill worſe, and attended with innumerable aggrava— 
tions, you have deſpifed the law of God, and tram- 
1.9 pled 
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pled on the rights of humanity, Was it for this, 
that I carried you in my arms? that I pointed out to 
you, in your infant years, the amazing beauties of 
creation: and taught yo to love God as a friend, 
rather than to fear him as a ſovereign ? | 
Let me beg you to call upon me, and I will not 
fay what anger inſpires, what prejudice ſuggeſts; but 
the effuſions of the ſincereſt love ſhall be poured out 
upon my once beloved pupil. You muſt not be 
afraid of me, for you will neither find me an angry 
pedagogue, nor an imperious tyrant, I am no ſtran- 
ger to youthful paſſions, and therefore the greater 
lenity ſhould be ſhewn : but however decency, mo- 
rality, and religion, ſhould ſpeak more powerful] 
than the ſenſes, What is man, my dear lord, if he 
takes counſel only from his own corrupted heart ? 
Alas! I find within myſelf, the ſame ra e which 
have led you aſtray, and which would do the fame 
with myſelf, were I not directed by conſcience and 
the fear of God, Ah! what are poor mortals, with- 
out the divine afliſtance? Be not afraid to wait on 
me; my proſeſſion, as a Miniſter of the - Goſpel, 
teaches me to do all the good thay lays in my power; 
and, thereſore, I will leave nothing undone to reſtore 
you fo your friends, and to reinſtate you with tender- 
neſs in the paths of virtue. Come, my dear pupil; 
and, if you will not, I will find you out wherever 
you are, You may think, you may project, you may 
act as you pleaſe: but I am determined, through the 
grace of God, that you ſhall not be loſt, “ There 
«© js more joy in heaven over one ſinner that repent- 
« eth, than over ninety and nine juſt perſons who 
* need no repentance,” 15 5 ys 


I am, my dear lord, 
: Sincerely yours, 
G. G. 
LETTER 
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LETTER LXI. 
From the Same to the Same. 


My dear Lord, | 


I T H horror havel ſpent the laſt night in my 
bed, when I conſidered, that inſtead of your 
calling upon me, you actually denied to be ſeen, 
when I came to your lodgings, Am I your enemy ? 
Have I forgot the obligations J am under to your ever 
honoured father? Would you have me fall upon my 
aged knees, and beg you will return to your duty ? 
I will do fo, if you will fufter me. I know you have 
a noble, generous ſoul; and although, for ſome time, 
you have been contaminated by vice, yet I ſtill hope 
for your reformation, | 
Do you imagine I can find fault with you? None 
but hypocritical devotecs take pleaſure in putting 
themſelves into a paſſion. Bleſſed be God! I have 
read the Goſpel, which ſhould be the rule of your 
conduct and of mine; and, in that divine book, I 
learned that Chriſt, with open. arms of compaſſion 
received the chief of finners, How attentive then 
ought we to be, not to break the bruifed reed, nor 
quench the imoking flax? I doubt not, but you 
remember Euſebius, an author whom I often recom- 
mended to your perulal in your younger years, before 
you had polluted your mind with the groſſeſt impuri- 
ties. That celebrated author tells us, that John, the 
beloved diſciple ef Chriſt, in his advanced years, re- 
claimed a young man from the ways of iniquity, 
and then left him to the care of the biſhop of Ephe- 
ſus, Evangelical duty obliged the holy apoſtle for 
ſome time to be abſent; and, upon his return, he 
aſked the biſhop, what was become of the young 
man? The biſhop anſwered, that he was loſt ; by 
which he meant, that he had given himſelf up to 
looſe abandoned company; that he had forſaken his 
God, and was ſunk into all manner of impurity, 


Bring 
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Bring me a horſe, ſaid the holy apoſtle: and, not- 

withſtanding his great age, he went in ſearch of the 
unhappy youth, and ſound hjm along with a band of 
robbers in the mountains. He brought the deluded 
youth back to a ſenſe of his duty, and he became an 
eminent preacher of the Goſpel : nay, what is more, 
he ſealed his doctrine with his blood; he was adorned | 
with the crown of martyrdom, - And do I not ſeek 
you, my lord, when all your friends have abandoned 
you? Nay, L will perſecute you, *till 1 can once 
more reconcile you to the paths of virtue, It is now 
above twenty years ſince I firſt knew you, and there- 
fore I ought to have ſome aſcendancy over you; yea, 
more than thoſe graceleſs companions, who have 
done all that lay in their power to pollute your mind, 
to corupt your morals, and to make you a diſgrace to 
human ſociety, At this moment, tears of compal- 
fion for you flow from my eyes, and from the nobleſt 
_ motives; namely, religion and friendſhip, Come, 
my dear lord, and dry them up: and then my grey 
hairs, like thoſe of your noble father, will go down 
with peace to the grave. 


L am, dear lord, | 
Your affectionate friend, 


G. G. 


— — 8 — .— — ————_ 


EST TER Tn. 
The young N obleman's Auer. 


Reverend Sir, 


T was about nine o'clock laſt night when I re- 
ceived your letter; and at that time I was juſt 
waiting to attend one of thoſe unhappy creatures 
who had been ſeduced by me (if poſſible) as wicked 
as myſelf, I read your letter (do not ſay with ſcorn) 
perhaps to be remembered for ever, becauſe it in— 
. duced me to look back to the firſt, Is there ſuch a 
| thing 
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thing as Divine Providence, to conduct the affairs 
of this lower world? Yes, there muſt be, or my 
eyes would never have been directed to my Bible, 


while I was meditating on unlawful pleaſure. My 


Bible! ah, why do I mention that ſacred book ? 
the title to eternal inheritance, - but deſpiſed by a 


poor unworthy wretch as I am. Yes, Sir, in the 


agitation of mind J laboured under, a neglected Bible 
preſented itſelf to my view. That book you firſt 


taught me to read, and would to God I had never 


forgotten what its precepts contain, But I have 
finned, and what ſhall I ſay unto that God, * in 
„% whom | live, move, and have my neing!” Gra- 
cious heaven! What condition is my mind in at pre- 
ſent! A guilty conſcience tears me in pieces; di- 
vine mercy preſents me with a gleam of hope; one 
moment I-look upon my {ins as unpardonable, the 
next I remember that Chriſt died for the ungodly. 


Shall I lay violent hands on myleif, like the Romans 


of old? Alas! I am not the author of my own bee 
ing; nor has any man any right to take that away 
which is not in his power to reſtore. Selt-murder ! 
Ah! my God, may I never die a Roman death. But, 
alas! my paſſions; how ſhall I keep them under 
proper reſtaint? I abhor mylelf, and repent in duſt 


and aſhes, 


Tender, indeed, are the expreſſions made uſe of 


by my dear tutor; but how ſhall a poor, unfortunate, 


infatuated prodigal, reduce them to prattice ? Diffi- 
cult as that taſk may be, I will endeavour to comply 
with your injunctions. The grace of God will direct 
me: but I have trampled upon his grace, My dear 
Sir, is there ſuch a place as hell? Yes, there is, for 
I have hell in my boſom, Ah! where ſhall I fly 
from myſelf? Ruined innocence! afflicted parent! 
deſpairing youth, and ſinking old age, all conſpire 
againſt me, and call aloud for the divine vengeance! 
If ever you had the leaſt regard for me, let me beg 
you will call upon me once more; and, I can allure 
you, you will not be denied, Indeed you would 

| | never 
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never have been denied, but for guilt. Guilt creates 
fin, and thus doth Satan reward his vaſſals. I will 
be implicitly obedient; I will, if poſſible, perſorm 
what you preſcribe. May God direct your pen, and 
may humanity take place in your heart, | 


I am, reverend Sir, 
Your penitential and affectionate friend, 
L. 


| ma x” m1 


ETA. 


The Clergyman's Anſwer, 


My dear Lord, 
TY Efreſhing as a ſhower of rain deſcends upon the 
parched ground, during the ſultry month of 


July; cheerful as it is for the merchant to find that 


his ſhip, reported to have been loſt, has got ſafe 


into the harbeur; and comforting for à parent to hear 
of his prodigal fon, returning to his duty: ſuch was 


your letter to me. Was I ever your enemy? Hea- 
ven forbid: but now your repentance, which I hope 


is ſincere, will comfort my declining years, and 


make the winter of age reſemble the beauties of 
ſummer. 

' You defire me to point out to you the line of 
duty, conſiſtent with your preſent circumſtances, as 
the eſfect of your former conduct. My advice! Yes; 
and my advice ſhall be given with the ſame ſincerity 
as if I were to appear the next moment before the 
tribunal of that unerring Being, who will do juſtice 
to all the children of men. | | 

You have detached yourſelf from thoſe companiors 
who firſt ſeduced you from the paths of virtue; but 
you mult pity, not hate them: nay, the moment 
you find that any of them become ſenſible of their 


folly, you muſt point out to them thoſe pleaſures 


which 
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which ariſe from ſincere and genuine repentance, 
Spend two or three hours every day, in reading 
books on moral, divine, and entertaining ſubjetts ; for, 
unleſs you mix theſe together, you will be apt to ac- 
quire. a melancholy habit; and religion, the moſt 
pleaſant thing in the world, will create diſguſt, and 
your beſt efforts will be rendered ineffectual. Take 
an exact ſurvey of your eſtate, and pay off your debts 
as ſoon as poſlible; and this you ought to do, that 
ou may have it in your power to be generous, 
When theſe debts are paid off, let me beg you will 
then give ſomething to relieve the neceſſities of the 
poor; and, for God's ſake, never ſhut your hand, 
where you ſee an apparent object of diſtreſs. You 
have ſeduced a young woman; let me beg you will 
ſettle an annuity on her, to enable her to live above 
proſtitution, This is a duty you owe to God, to 
your conſcience, to the community at large, and to 
the injured woman. The blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all impurities ; but, that we may become wor— 
thy of that ineſtimable bleſſing, we mult exert our 
utmoſt efforts, in making atonement for our former 


faults. Spend ſome hours every day, in cheerful 


company ; but always take care that no expreſſion 1s 
made uſe of, by which religion is defamed, or the name 
of God wantonly traduced. When this happens, 


withdraw quietly, and ſay nothing. The repetition ' 


of blaſphemous or indecent expreſſions, wears off 
from the mind all regard for God and his law; and 
{uch 1s the corrupted itate of human nature, that the 
poiſon is inſenſibly drunk in, and poor mortals are 
ruined, before they lo much as know that their con- 
duct leads them towards a dangerous precipice, Well 
might the Pſalmiſt fay, „ Lord what is man, that 
«© thou art mindful of him!” | 

It is long ſince you turned your back upon divine 
ordinances; to publick worſhip you have been a 
ſtranger: will you take the advice of one, who firſt 
taught you there was a God, and that you had an 
immortal ſoul? Yes, I think you will, and it hall 
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be in the words of the prophet ; Return and ſeck 


« the Lord, until he come and rain down righteouſ- 
„ neſs upon you.” A regular attendance upon pub- 
lic worſhip, nouriſheth the fear of God in the ſoul 


and the more we attend to it, the greater pleaſure do 


we take in religious duties. Be tender and compaſ- 
ſionate to your tenants; always remembering, that 
let your ſation in this world be ever ſo elevated, yet 
you are ſtill the ſervant of God: he exacts ſpecial 
obedience from you, and he will reward or puniſh 
you, according to your actions. Upon the whole, if 

ou attend to what I have ſaid, you will find the truth 
of thoſe emphatical expreſſions, * Wiſdom's ways 
« are ways of plealantneſs, and all her paths are 
6 peace.“ | 


I am, my dear lord, with great ſincerity, 


Your affectionate ſriend, 


G. G. 


* 


LETTER IXIV. 


From a Merchant retired from Buſineſs to a Clergyman. 


On RELIGION. 
Rev. Ser, 


TT is long ſince I wiſhed to have it in my power to 


_ retire from buſineſs; but the entanglements of 
trade, joined to the earneſt defire I always had to 
leave the world with a fair character, kept me confined 
to the compting-houle, to Lloyd's, and to the Ex- 
change, till the ſixtieth year of my age. I have been 
now about fix months in the country, and although 1 
have conſtantly attended public worſhip, yet I am 
afraid my heart is often abſent; I worſhip God in 
words, while, I doubt, my affections are not fixed 
upon him, as a Being of infinite benevolence, able to 

ſupply 
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-{upply all my wants. I am ſorry to ſay, that beauti- 


ful as the country appears, yet I have been ſo long 


accuſtomed to London, that I often wiſh to return, 
But what can I do in the place of which 1 took a for- 
mal leave? And, perhaps, you will ſay, that it is 


much more proper that I ſhould be looking forward 


to eternity, and preparing myſelf for the enjoyment - 


of everlaſting happineſs, in the preſence of my God 
and my Redeemer. 1 | 

Alas, Sir! how ſhocking it is to he confined many 
years to buſineſs! It leads us to forget God and eter- 
nity ; and we enter, in old age, upon the practice of 
religious duties with reluQance and diſcontent, Why 
thoſe jarring paſhons in the mind of a poor mortal ? 
Is thereno contentment in this life? Can nothing re- 
concile us to thoſe circumſtances in which Providence 


has placed us? Poſhbly there is; but I muſt truſt to 


your directions, and, as I have always experienced your 
friendſhip, I hope you will aſſiſt me on the preſent 
occaſion ; and let me beg you will let me hear from 
you as ſoon as poſſible. | 
| I am, Rev, Sir, | 
Your ſincere friend, 
IT., B. 


A. 


The Clergyman's Anſwer, 
„ 
ELIGION does not conſiſt in wearing a black, 
a brown, a white, or a ſcarlet habit. The ut- 
moſt receſſes of a cloiſter cannot change the human 
paſſions. Merchandiſe, if conducted in a proper 
manner, can never lead the mind from the practice of 
virtue ; nor can ſolitude alone make us happy, unleſs 
we retire with ſuitable diſpoſitions, I am afraid you 
have ſpent your beſt days in the purſuit of tritles, 
and now you offer to God the remains of a decayed 
conſtitution, and a weakened mind, The meaning 
K = 
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is this; you have ſpent youth and manhood to acquire 
money in the buſy world, and when you could enjoy 
the pleaſures of life no longer, you retired to the 
eountry to offer the ſhattered remains to God, Is this 
an acceptable ſacrifice? No, my dear Sir; and let 
me tell you in ſincerity, that I am not in the leaſt ſur- 
priſed that you ſhould find no happineſs in the coun- 
try. God is every where preſent, and he will dwell 
with the meek and lowly in heart. You muſt either 
bring your mind down to your preſent ſituation, or 
you muſt embrace a ſituation ſuitable to your mind: 
the firſt may be a hard taſk; the ſecond may be eaſily 
complied with, but as it will rather be conſidered as 
improper for you to return to a life of trade, I ſhall 
preſume to give you what advice I can, and you may 
depend om it, that what I write ſhall be dictated by an 
honeſt heart, which wiſhes well to your intereſt, 
Walk much into the fields, and reflect on the wil- 
"dom and good of that Divine Being, who gave 
life to inanimate matter; who clothes univerſal na- 


ture with unexampled grandeur ; who ſent his ſon to 


die for ſinners; and who daily bears with our provo- 
cations. Look back to the mereantile world as a ſtate 
in which you have waſted much time; examine your 
heart, whether you have ever done injury to your 
neighbours: and if ſo, make a juſt recompence. 
Spend one hour every day in reading books of devo- 
tion, and another in ſuch as will enliven your mind, 
Do not confine yourſelf much to your cloſet, but ra- 

ther court ſocial friendſhip and agreeable company. 
Look forward to eternity, but ſtill confider, that God 
looks upon it as highly criminal in any one to conſider 
religion as of a diſagreeable nature, Thoſe who love 
God, will wiſh to be in his company as ſoon as poſh- 
ble, but they will wait, with patience his appointed 
time. Be innocent; be virtuous ; be pious; be cheer- 


ful, my dear ſtiend, and you will be happy. 
HM I am, Sir, yours ſincerely, 


C. D. 
LETTER 
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LET T ER I. XVI. 


From a Lady in the Country to her Niece in London. 
Dear Sophia, 


Received yours a few days ago, and ſhould have 


been extremely happy had not what you ſolemnly 
aſſerted turned out to be a fallehood. Alas, my dear! 
you may imagine yourſelf capable of playing the hy- 


pocrite with me, but you cannot deceive God; nay, 


you cannot always deceive the world, If there is an 


omniſcient eye on your conduct above, fo you will 


find ſome here below: this is but too true, of which 
1 will give you an inſtance, TY 

Yeſterday Mr. Bailey from London, whom you 
well know, called upon me, and informed me, that 
you keep company with Mr, Harris, whom you know 
to be a rake, and a man of no fortune, and one whole 
debauchery has brought ſhame upon his family and 
ruin upon himſelf. He has already promiſed mar- 


riage to ſeveral young ladies; he has deceived ſome, 


and ruined others: he is, in all reſpects, a villain ; 
and therefore if you perſiſt in keeping company with 
him, your character, ſoul, and body, will be ruined, 


And did I watch with care over your infant years 


when your mother died, that you ſhould give yourſelf 
up to a ruffian? Did J inſt ruct you in the principles 
of virtue and religion, and do you now trample upon 
and deſpiſe every thing ſacred ? Ilave I ſecured you 
a fortune, and 1s that to be ſquandered away by a 
lawleſs ruffian? Ah, my ear Sta] bring not mv 


grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. The money I 


ſaved ſor you was butalecondary object with me; it 
was to promote your happineſs in time and eternity 


that I ſpent ſo many years in conducting your educa- | 


tion, Have you no bowels of compaſſion for me ? 
And if ſo, have you none for yourſelf? Will you 
give over all manner of intercourſe with that danger- 
ous perſon, and come and relide with me? Do not 


imagine that I want to make you unhappy; God 


K 2 forbid; 
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forbid ; for only place your affeftions upon a deferv- 
ing object, and with pleaſure will I give my conſent 
to your union, I muſt infilt on an aniwer to this, and 
happy ſhall I be to find that you have complied with 
my 1equeſt, + | | 
| I am your loving aunt, 

| 8. B. 


1 
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LETTER TLXVII. 
Fhe young Lady's Anſwer, 


Dear Aunt, 
+ HE peruſal of your letter has filled me with 
ſorrow, ſhame, and conſuſion. Two days have 
elapſed ſince I received it, and during the whole of 
that time, my mind has been b with the moſt 
violent paſſions: but ſtill, Madam, I am not a hypo- 
crite, although my conduct may have given juſt rea- 
ſons for your being offended. I am ſorry to tell you, 
that Mr, Harris infinuated himſelf into my company, 
before I was acquainted with his real character: pru- 
dence and youth are ſeldom united, and I began to 
place my affections on an object who had nothing to 
recommend him beſides an exterior appearance, Some 
days before I received your letter, I was put in mind 
of my danger by a worthy gentleman, who often v1- 
fits at my uncle's, and it was my determined reſolu- 
tion to break off with him as ſoon as poſſible; and 
although it is no eaſy matter to remove the affections 
from what they have been improperly placed on, yet 
I truft in the Divine Being I have done it. ; 
And now, Madam, will your humanity draw a 
veil over youthful follies? If you do not ſo, then I 
am ruined for ever; but J hope not. By you I was 
firſt taught to addreſs my Maker: Your conduct made 
ieligion amiable to me, and will you now forſake me 
when Jhave complicd with your requeſt and returned 
Ss BY 1 
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to my duty? The diſſipations of public entertainments, 
and the blandiſhments of dreſs, have no charms for 
me, when I conſider the ſuperior pleaſures ariſing 
from practical duties. Let me therefore beg, Madam, 

that you will once more receive me into your affetion- 
ate arms, and your will ſhall direct my conduct. 1 
intend coming to you next week, but you muſt not 
upbraid me, on account of my former conduct: I am 
ſorry for it, and what can I {ay more, My heart is 
not ſo corrupted as you thought it was: no, Madam; 
Thavenot forgot my God, my Redeemer, my Saviour, 
Stretch out to receive me your benevolent arms of 

compaſſion, and then you will, by the cords of love, 
draw a young creature out of the pit of deſtruction, 
and make her happy, | e 


I am, dear aunt, your affectionate niece, 
e . By 


n 


E E T T ER LXVIII. 


From a young Man who had run away from his Appren- 


ticefhnp to his Father, defering him to intercede with his 5] L | 
_ Honoured Sir, | F 
Have been juſt reading the parable of the prodigal Wo 
ſon, and, from that affecting paſſage in Sacred | If 
Scripture, 1 am encouraged, with ſome hopes, that 1 | 


you will forgive my folly, and once more endeavour TH "If 
to reconcile me to my juſtly offended maſter, As a 145 
parent, you cannot feel more for the irregularity of WS 
my conduct than I do myſelf. Without reaſon, with— 1 
out provocation, I left the beſt of maſters, who al- 
ways treated me with tenderneſs; and perhaps I have 
almoſt broken my dear parents hearts: but does God 
forgive ſinners; and will not you and my malter ſhew 
ſome compaſſion to an unhappy youth, who is willing 

= 3 | 10 
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to return to his duty? Although I deſerted my maſ- 
ter's ſervice, yet. I never injured him, by purloining | 


any part of his property: it was an unguarded frolic 
that led me away, a ſenſe of duty has brought me to 
repentance, Alas! I ſee nothing leſs than miſery before 
me; I am almoſt ſtarving, having been obliged to make 
away with my watch and fome of my ſhirts: I hope, 
however, my character is not yet ruined; and if lam 
to be forgiven, then my life, through the divine al- 


ſiſtance, fhall be new; it ſhall be my conſtant ſtudy | 


to do my duty, and by my affiduous attention to bu- 
ſineſs, make complete ſatisfaction for iny folly. Let 


me beg you will write to me, and let your meſſage 


contain an acknowledgment of forgivenels, 


I am, honoured Sir, ſtill your ſon, 
IDs Ge 
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LETTER LXIX. | 
The Father's Letter to his Son's Maſter, 
My dear Friend, 


2 will fee from the encloſed, written by a pro- 


digal fon, what I muſt feel on the. preſent me- 


lancboly occaſion ; but you are a father, and I doubt 
not but you will rather bear with me, than exerciſe 
that coercive authority over an unhappy youth, which 
you have a right to do. 3 0 85 N 

If you knew how J am filled with ſhame for my 
unhappy ſon's conduct, you would conſider me as a 
real object of pity, What a ſhocking circumſtance, 
to ſhake off from us the fear of God and neglect incum- 
bent duties. To make fome allowance for the paſſions 
of youth, who, in Scripture, are juſtly compared with 
the wild aſs's colt, is conſiſtent with humanity ; but 
it is extremely difficult to act under ſuch circumſtances, 
o as to bring young men back to a ſenſe of their 
5 . duty, 
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duty, and at the ſame time ſupport the dignity which 
is the excluſive right of every maſter, But God re- 
members we are duſt; he knows our weakneſs, and 
where'we are merciful he generally beſtows his bleſ- 
ſing. | | $i! 
5 This conſideration, my dear friend, leads me to the 
main purport of this letter, and that is to beg for- 
giveneſs for an unhappy ſon: not that I deſire to 
draw a veil over any part of his conduct, for I know 
that will not admit of an excuſe, much leſs of a de- 
fence: facts {peak for themſelves, and my unhappy 
boy ſtands condemned by the evidence: of his own 
conſcience, and by his letter to me, which I have ſent 
you; and will you, my dear friend, receive into your 
favoura young offender ? Will you give him an op- 


portunity of entering once more upon a line of duty ? 


Will you yet train him up as an uſeful member of ſo- 
ciety? And will you have compaſſion upon an af- 
flicted parent? To obtain ſo much is more than I dare 
expect, and yet I am encouraged to hope for it. To 
enforce the rigours of the law 1s fometimes juſt, bur 
mercy is always godlike: it is his darling attribute, 
and it ſhines with the moſt diſtinguiſhed luſtre when 
one mortal extends it to another. May not 1, therefore, 


| Hope, that a gentleman of your humanity will ſo far 


{\mpathize with me, as to receive into your favour a 
once fooliſn, but now a penitent youth, who has ſo- 
lemnly promiſed to make every reparation in his pow- 
er; and thus you will ſhew yourſelf to be greater by 
this inſtance of your benevolence, than if you had ac- 
quired the fortune of a Nabob, 


I am, dear Sir, yours, &c, 


. 5 | S. P. 
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LETTER LXX, 


The Maſter's Anſwer to the Father's Letter, 
My dear Friend, | Fo 

Severe fit of illneſs has confined me above three 
weeks to my bed, but notwithſtanding all my 

| bodily pains, I could not delay one moment in ſend- 
ing an anſwer to your affecting letter. Indeed, Sir, 
you have affected me too much; but I ſhall not con- 
ſider parental tenderneſs as border ing upon weakneſs, 
Love, or Cupid, was painted as blind by the ancients : 
and the meaning pointed out was, that lovers cannot 
ſee fault in the beloved object. Well: and if lovers, 
who are no otherwiſe related than by affection, cannot 
ſee faults, what muſt be ſaid of thoſe parents who, 
after giving their children a religious education, ſhall 
live to ſee them deſpiſing their higheſt honour, reli- 
gion; rebelling againſt the God that made them, and 
trampling under foot the blood of their Redeemer, 
This is emphatically expreſſed by the evangelical pro- 
phet Iſaiah, „Hear, O heavens! and give ear, 
« O earth! Ihave nouriſhed and brought up children, 
“ and they have rebelled againſt me; the ox knoweth 
ce his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael 
« doth not know, my people doth not conſider,” 
Your ſon's conduct has affected me as much as it could 
any perſon, except yourſelf: he is not, however, ſo 
criminal as you may be apt to imagine; and I hope 
I ſhall always be able to make a proper diſtinction 
between voluntary tranſgreſſions, and youthful indiſ- 
cretions. With pleaſure do I hear that he is ſenſible 
of his folly, — with open arms will I receive him 
into my favour. Nothing that has paſſed ſhall ever 
be mentioned; nay, I will be rather more indulgent 
to him than ever, that he may be allured to the prac- 
tice of virtue; for love operates upon a tender mind, 
but fear was made for a ſlave. Inclofe this letter to 
your {on, and let him know, that I will meet dias in 
: | a 1e 


a ſew days at our houſe, on condition that he will 
not aſk me pardon, ſeeing I have already forgiven 
him. Indeed I have forgiven him with pleaſure, as 
one of the belt things I could do in this world; be- 
* cauſe it may be the means of promoting his happinels, 
both in time and! in eternity. 
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3 Jam, dear Sir, your ſincere friend, 


C. B. 


— . 


LETTER -LXXL 
The Father's Letter to his Son. 


Dear Bully, 


Have loſt- no time in bringing about a reconcilia- 
1 6 tion with you and your maſter; but happy for 
- myfelf, that good man was as ready to forgive as you 
Was to offend, What indulgence! what tendernels , : 
and will not this make ſome impreſſion on my dear 
| unfortunate child? If the goodneſs of God leads 
men to repentance, ſhall not your maſter's kindneſs 
E || have a ſtrong effect on you? Ah, my dear Billy! 
A new life is the only proof of a genuine repentance ; 
bor! in vain do mortals pretend to be ſorry for their 
ens, unleſs they forſake them, It is not an ealy 
? matter to form a juſt notion of the enormous guilt 3 
and we are ſo much inclined to partiality, or ther 
to ourlelves, that while we confeſs one folly, we con- 
iceal ten. Of this I have a ſtriking inſtance in your 
letter, and which afflicts me much: you ſay, * that 
3 alt hough you deſerted your maſter's ſervice, yet 
you never robbed him.” Alas, wy dear Billy! 
What ſort of a confeſſion was this? Have you not 
waſted that time which was your maſter's property! 5 
Every hour of your time, except that portion which is 
| appropriated to ſome particular purpoſes, is your mal- 
Mer's: you have no right to diſpoſe of one moment of 
: 1 without his conſent. Be not miſtaken, Billy Note 
0 thote 
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thoſe who are moſt ſenſible of their guilt, are moſt 
entitled to forgiveneſs : but you are forgiven, as you 
will ſee by the encloſed; and if this has no effe& on 
your mind, I am certain nothing will. But ah! how 
p 5 will you find a new life : pity your parents; 
but above all, pity yourſelf, I will do every thing to 
make your life agreeable, only diſengage yourlelf 
from wicked companions; remember that when the 
fear of God wears off from the mind, the deſtruction 
of the man is not far diſtant, You have every favour 
ſhewn you which you can defire, and therefore im- 
prove the bleſſing to a proper advantage. Come, my 
dear child, to your afflicted parents; come to your 
worthy, your benevolent maſter, I have ſent you mo- 
ney, and if you don't think it ſufficient, you ſhall have 
more when you return“ | 

| From your affeCtionate father, 
= DE. . 


* 


| LETTER LXXII. 
From a young Woman, who had married without the 
| Conſent of her Parents, to her Father, 
Honoured Sir, | | | | 
TT is, parhaps, my misfortune that I was born a 
woman, and ſubject to all the paſſions peculiar to 
my ſex. There was a time when T imagined it could 
never happen that any part of my conduct would give 
offence to an indulgent parent, who has brought me 
up with ſo much tenderneſs, But, alas! I may juſtly 
ſay, that it is not in poor frail mortals to direct their 
ſteps; we often pretend to be fortified againſt the 
force of temptation, but, like the unthinking fiſh, 
no ſooner is the tempting bait preſented, than we 
ſwallow it and are ruined, Not that I have any rea- 
ſon to conſider myſelf under ſuch circumſtances ; {or 
Whatever might have been youthful indiſcretions on 


— 


— * — 1 


Jo young Men, &c. who are not become perfect in the Rules 
of Arithmetic, &c. we would recommend Mr. David/on's Arithmetic 
and Meaſurement, improved by examples and plain Domon/ſtrations, 
price 28 6d; | | | 
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the part of Mr. Oſborne, he 28 quite different now ; 


and I doubt not but he will be obedient to you in 
every thing lawful and juſt, and that he will be a 


tender huſband to me. 
You have often told me, that if I married, with 
your conlent, you would give me as much money as 


would enable my huſband to ſet up in buſineſs: but 


L have not done ſo. Alas! Sir, it is the firſt time 


I was guilty of a breach of your commands; and I 


hope it will be the laſt. And will you not forgive one 
whom you have often called your beloved daughter? 


Am I to be diſcarded for ever, by my dear and ho- 
noured father? I hope it is not in your nature, and 
that you will once more receive me into your favour. 
Permit me, therefore, with my dear huſband, to fall 


on our knees before you, to implore your forgiveneſs, 


and beg your bleſſing, You have bowels of compal- 


ſion, let my preſent afflictions plead in my favour, 


You are my father, and we have a father in heaven 


who forgives our fins as ſoon as we beg for mercy, 


Shall I not then receive the ſame favour from my 


earthly parent, which the Divine Being ſhews to re- 
penting ſinners? Yes, my father, I will come to your 
doors with my huſband ; and, perhaps, in the mean 
time, you will give ſome encouragement, 


I am, honoured Sir, 
Your loving daughter, 


A. B, 


o 


— 


L.:E TT ENR LXXIII. 
The Father's Anſwer, 
My dear Child, 
HERE are times when mankind are apt to 
1 be fired with reſentment, and I believe this 


never appears in a more ſtriking light than when chil- 
dren are diſobedient to their parents, The care I 


» 


employed, and the money I ſpent in giving you an 


education 
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of it. A ſudden reformation 1s 


(ent neceſſities, 


education ſuitable to yopr ſtation in life, gave me 
reaſon to hope that you would never . marry without 
my conlent ; and little did I ever imagine you would 


give your hand to the man whom I knew to be a li- 


bertine : but all this is over, and I am tortured with 


anxiety, I will not, however, be {o uncharitable as 


to ſuppoſe, that the man who has been once a liber- 


tine, ſhould always remain ſo: no, I will always 


hope the beſt, eſpecially where there is a profeſſion of 


repentance, My bowels of compaſſion for you are the 


ſame as ever, and I am willing to receive both you 
and your huſband into my favour, in hopes that every 
bai ah indiſcretion will be ſucceeded by a ſtrict ad- 

erence to duty, and the practice of virtue and religion. 

But ſtill, prudence directs me to act in a manner 
which perhaps you may not approve; and if ſo, you 
will diſconcert the whole of that plan which I have 
formed to promote your happineſs. According to 


pour letter, Mr. Oſborne has forſaken his youthful 


follies; a circumſtance which will ever give me plea- 
ſure; but I muſt inſiſt on ſeeing ſome further proofs 

| Aren a laſting one, 
and the corruption of the human heart is unſearcha- 


ble. He may have intereſted views, and as ſoon as 


he gets money into his hands, he may become the 
ſame libertine as before: I would, therefore, have 
him to work one year at his trade, as a journeyman; 
and if his conduct during that time is conſiſtent with 
the character of an honeſt man, then I will ſet him up 
in buſineſs, and it ſhall be in a reputable ſtation, 

In the mean time, if you approve of this, both 
he and yourſelf may call upon me; my forgiveneſs 
you have, and if my bleſling is of any ſervice to you, 
it ſhall be cheerfully beſtowed, Be not afraid, my 
dear, for I am willing to do more for you than I have 


Promiſed; and leſt you ſhould want money, I have 


ſent you ſomething encloſed to aſſiſt you in your pre- 
* 1 am, your ever affectionate father, 
5 „ 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


From a young Woman, a Servant in London, to her Pa- 


rents in the Country, 


Ever honoured Parents, 


Shall ever acknowledge, with gratitude, the obli- 

gations I am under to the Divine Being, for be- 
ſtowing upon me ſuch pious and virtuous parents; but, 
I hope, my conduct will never induce you to repent 
of your tenderneſs, With gratitude I received your 
kind preſent, and you may be aſſured that I {hall uſe 
it in the manner you have directed; but, in the mean 
time, I haveſomething to mention, which I hope wih 
not give offence, 
Mr. Thomas Wood, a young man in our neigh- 
bourhood, who ſerved his apprenticeſhip to a carpen- 
ter, and has lately ſet up for himſelf in buſineſs, has 
paid his addreſſes to me; and his character is that of 
a ſober, induſtrious perſon, who vids fair to obtain 
an honeſt living in the world. His late maſter died 


a few months ago, and he has procured moſt of his 
cuſtomers; and his attention to buſineſs, ſhews him 


to be one of thoſe who have no aipiring notions, be- 
yond what is conſiſtent with integrity. ; 

My ſervitude in this family has been as caſy as 1 
could wiſh; but I think, with ſubmiſſion to you, 
that the offer made by Mr, Wood ſhould not be do- 
ſpiſed, unleſs good reaſons are ſnewn, The young 
man's behaviour to me has been modeſt, decent, and 
aſtable, He has given me ſome few 'prelents, but 
they are ſuch as are conſiſtent with the moſt rigid 
economy, We are frequently together on Sundays; 
and, ſo far as I can form any notion, an union with 
him would make me happy, 1 will not, however, 
be precipitate, but in all things. be directed by you z 
and although my affections may be in ſome meaſure. 
fixed, yet I hope I ſhall have fortitude ſufficient to 
comply with your ONION In adyanced yearn 

| | call 
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call for the utmoſt exertion of my powers, to aſſiſt 
you under the decays of nature; and I think that, if 
I was properly ſettled in the world, it would be in 
my power to promote ſuch a defirable undertaking ; 
and, I am certain, Mr, Wood would not have any 
objections. Upon the whole, I leave it to your con- 
{ideration; and ſhall be directed by you, in whatever 
you order, | | 
I am, my very honoured parents, 
Your affectionate daughter, 
| M. L. 


— 


IL. ET TER LXXV. 
The Father's Anſar. 
Dear Child. 


E received your letter, and, you may be al- 
ſured, it made a deep impreſſion on our minds, 


It was always our intention to promote your intereſt ; 


and it was with that view, in compliance with 
your requeſt, we ſuffered you to ſettle in London, 


That you ſhould place yeur affections on a young 


man, of the ſame age with yourſelf, is no ways ſur- 
priſing; it is natural, and, ſo far as is reaſonable, 
ought to be complied with. The character you have 
given us of Mr, Wood 1s extremely agreeable, and 
we doubt not but it is true. We cannot, however, 
be deaf to anything, in which your intereſt 1s in the 
leaſt concerned, and therefore we could wiſh that you 


would act with caution. One ftep of an imprudent 


nature, may make you unhappy in this ile; and, 
from a variety of circumſtances, deprive you of cter- 
nal felicity, Mr. Wood may be as virtuous as you 
have repreſented him; but he 1s not my ſon, although 
you are my daughter, Providence {miles upon a pru- 
dent conduct; but thoſe who are precipitate in their 
choice, generally end their lives in milery, 5 
25 The 
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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
and, we doubt not, but that fear has been long fince 
implanted on your mind, ſo as to bring forth the 


fruits of moral and religious obedience, It is not out 


intention to make you unhappy, but we would beg 
you would not truſt to your own knowledge; which, 
perhaps, may be often directed by nngovernable pai- 
tions, but commit your whole caſe to that Power, 
whole providence {uperintends the affairs of this. 
lower world. - May every bleſſing attend our dear 
child, for offering to make ſome provihon for us in 
our advanced years.—It is an att of gratitude” which, 


we hope, will never be reduced to practice. hat 
God, who has preſerved us hitherto, will do fo 'till 


our decayed bones are conſigned to the ſilent grave. 


The God we worſhip now, 
Will keep us till we die; 
Will be our God, while here below, 
And ours beyond the ſky. 


Upon the whole, my dear, act in a proper manner, 
and then you may expect the divine bleſſing, 
We are, dear child, | 
| Your affectionate parents, 
C.and D.L, 


LETTER LXXVI.. 


— 


From a young Man, a Blackſmith, to his Sweetheart. 
Dear Belt), 


Am ſorry that you treated my ſincere propoſal with 
diſreſpect; but, I have been informed, that you 
object to my trade. Alas! my dear, it is our duty 
to continue in that ſtation in which Providence has 
placed us; and if my trade may happen to be de- 
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ſpiſed by the vain and the thoughtleſs, I am certain 
it is more uſeful and honourable to my fellow-crea- 
tures, than many of the employments in life, which 


enable ſome of the worſt of the human race to parade 


the ſtreets in their carriages, and keep their country 
houſes, at the expence of the honeſt and induſtri— 
ous —Conlider, my dear, the order of Providence; 
and reflect, that an honeſt ſubſiſtence, acquited by 
induſtry with a good conſcience, is far ſuperior to the 
wages of iniquity, or that of rioting on the ſpoils of 
our departed relations. Am ] to labour hard, to ſup— 
port my wife and children? It is my duty; for this 
es was ſent into the world, and, whatever may 
happen to me, I am determined to diſcharge my duty 


as an honeſt man: nor am I afraid of poverty, for 


while I labour for a ſubſiſtence, I may naturally ex- 
ect a bleſling. | ; 
To be plain with you, I am fo far from being 


aſhamed of my employment, that I often bleſs the 


Aimighty, that his providence directed me to it. My 
parents died while I was young: I found refuge in a 


workhouſe, where J learned to read my bible; and 


fince I was bound out apprentice, I have, at my lei. 
jure hours, acquired the knowledge of writing and 
accompts, It is now two years fince I have worked 
as a Journeyman ; and in that time I have ſaved 
twenty pounds, beſides furniſhing a room, I have 


not yet money enough to ſet up in buſineſs; but my 
labour will be ſufficient to lupport us both. You 


will never have occaſion to look for me in a public 
houſe; if 1 am not at home, you will find me at 
work: this is an honeſt declaration; and, God 


knows; I ſay no more than what I intend to perform, 


—And now, my dear, where are your objections ? 
Is my face ſullied by my labour? much better 
it would be fo, than by guilt, God will blets 
honeſt induſtry, while a ſecret curſe will he hidden 
in the midſt of ill-gotten riches. Let me beg you 


will think more favourably of me; and, be allured, 


chat if vou will give me your hand and m_ 
na 


EVERY OCCURRENCE IN LITE. 1235 


ſhall have mine in return: nay, you ſhall have my 
love, my induftry, my integrity, and all that I can do 
for you in this world, —Let me beg you will favour me 
with an anſwer; and, as I know your good nature, 
I hope you will not be cruel, 
| I am, dear Bett, 
Jour ſincere lover, 


Jokx FaRRIER. 


—C 


LET T EN LXXVH; 


The Anſwer. 
Dear Jack, | 
> hrs are really become a preacher; and, while 


1 J read your letter, I imagine myſelf in the 
church: but I will not jeſt with you; and although 7 
have nothing to do with other perſons notions, yet I 
love religion, and I hope I ſhall always fear God. I 
will freely acknowledge, that I was led to defpiſe 


your honeſt employment, in conſequence of ſore | 


hints thrown out by ſome of my fellow lervants, one 
of whom was married a few days ago to a footinan, 
who has nothing to ſupport her. I had not then con- 
ſidered what was for my intereſt, nor do I know that 
an union with you will promote ſo defirable an end, 
Your ſentiments are fine, and your promites are fair; 
but, alas! how ſoon are we deceived? I am really 
ſerious, and would beg of you to conſider what you 
are about, If 1 comply with your requeſt and am 
_ miſerable, you will beſo allo; for whether afllictions. 
may be the effect of your miſcondutt, my extrava- 
gance, or the common lot of Providence, yet you 


muſt {till feel for me, or you cannot feel at all. Un- 


der ſuch difficult circumſtances, how ſhall J att? 
May Divine Wiſdom direct me. I have written to my 
poor mother, concerning your propoſal; but, with 
her ſincere prayers for my welfare, ſhe has leſt me 

; entirely. 
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entirely to my own choice. Will you, Jack, act as 
in the ſight of a God, who can neither deceive nor be 
deceived? Will you be what you profeſs in your let- 
ter? If fo, my hand and heart are at your ſervice, 
and Iwill be yours through the remainder of this life: 
but remember, I give up my liberty on theſe condi- 
tions; and, if I am deceived, I ſhall be no worſe 
than many who have gone before me, To convince 
you of my fincerity, 1 have obtained leave to ſpend 
the aſternoon with you on Monday next at my aunt's 
for I never thought Sunday a proper time for court- 
ſhip. Perſevere in the virtuous reſolutions you have 
formed; and, be aſſured, that nothing ſhall be wanting 
on my part to make your life as agreeable and happy 
as can be expected in this world, 
I am, dear Jack, 


Yours ſincerely, 
E. B. 


— 
— 


E * T T R LXXVHL 


From a young Gentleman entering into Holy Orders, to an 
aged Clergyman, 


DR A 2 
* * 


Reverend Sir, 


T was: your pious diſcharge of your duty, that firſt 
R made religion amiable to me; and it was by your 
advice I went to the univerftty. The time is near 
approaching when I muſt enter into holy orders; 
but, previous to that period, I would deſire to men- 
tion to you fomething which appears to me to be of 
the utmoſt importance, I know your ability to give 
me information; I have long been acquainted with 
your benevolent diſpoſition; ſo that I ſhall make no 
apology for troubling one, who thinks every trouble 
a favour, where an opportunity preſents itſelf of do- 
ing good. | | 


| | | When 


r 
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When] firſt entered on the ſtudy of divinity, I re- 


ſolved to peruſe the molt reputed authors, who have 
lived ſince the ſecond century, eſpecially ſuch as have 
written on controverſial, ſubjetts; for although I 
ſhould never deſire to engage in controverſies, unleſs 
in the cauſe of virtue and piety, yet I have found 


that polemical writers, with all their heat of temper, 


often throw much light on diſputed paſſages in the 


Sacred Scriptures : and the firſt thing I would deſire 


to be informed concerning, 1s, how far are national 
churches, or civil eſtabliſhments of religion, conſiſ- 
tent with our holy religion? According to what I read 
in the New Teſtament, our Saviour and his apoſtles 
lived in a poor deſpiſed ſtate in this world. They 
ſought no temporal emoluments; they were ſtrangers 
to what the world calls riches and honours; they 
went about doing:good; and their reward was, all 
the cruelties which malice could invent, At preſent, 


it is true, many of our clergy are poor and afflicted; 
but, at the ſame time, we all know, that many of 


them have ten times more than enough ; that they are 


wallowing in luxury, while their worthy brethren of 


the ſame order are ſtarving. 
Ihe ſecond thing that troubles me much, is, how 
ſhall I be able to diſcharge the paſtoral duty, without 
giving offence? Nay, how ſhall I conduct myſelf, fo 
as to make religion appear amiable to the people com- 
mitted to my care? J am jealous of myſelf; but as you 
have been in the miniſtry of the goſpel fifty years, 


you are able to give me advice, and that ſhall regu- 
late my conduct. 1 


I am, reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


A. B, 
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LETTER LXXIX, 
The Anſwer, 
On Civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion. 
Dear Sir, Io 


n 
1 URING our Saviour's miniſtry on earth, he 


often told his diſciples that his kingdom was 
not of this world; and this was neceſſary, becauſe 
they had very carnal notions of religion: nay, it is 


plain, that when he took leave of them, previous to 


11s aſcenſion, that they imagined he was to return in 
a few days, and reſtore the kingdom of Iſrael, They 
firmly believed, that the end and deſign of his coming 
was to ſubdue all nations; and that he was able to do 
ſo they could not doubt, after the many miracles they 


had been witneſſes of: but no ſooner had God en- 


lightened their minds, than they viewed things in a 

different light, and preached the goſpel in its ſpiritual 
urity, | | 

b ticks the apoſtolic age, many of the chriſtian 

converts imagined, that Chriſt was ſoon to return 

from heaven, and judge all nations; and yet we do 

not find, that the apoſtles gave them any reaſons to 


hope ſo: on the contrary, they were deſired to wait 
with patience; and St. Paul told the Theſſalonians, 


that the man of ſin muſt firſt be revealed. Some of 
the primitive converts believed, that by the man of 
fin was meant one of the Roman emperors; and as 
moſt of thoſe were wicked men, they often fixed up- 
on one after another, Before the reign of the empe- 
ror Conſtantine the great, the Chriſtians had their. 
meetings in moſt cities and towns, and they daily in- 
creaſed in number; ſo.that when Conſtantine aſcend- 
ed the throne, he found that, conſiſtent with policy, 
it was his intereſt to aboliſh Paganiſm, and ellablich 

Chriſtianity on its ruins. : 
It is certain, that before that period, Chriſtianity 
was greatly corrupted ; its teachers had forſaken the 
| ſimplicity 
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ſimplicity of their predeceſlors. who worked with their 


hands for a ſubſiſtence; the heathen prieſts had large 
lalaries from the ſtate; and although the chriitian 
teachers condemned the dottrine taught by thole 1do- 
lators, yet they had no objection againſt the emolu— 
ments :. then it was that the chriſtian teachers began 
to meddle with civil power, or, as We in this age 
call it, politics, They began to exerciſe a coercive au- 
thority over all thoſe who refufed to embrace Clhrit- 


tianity, and even went lo far as to excommunicate 


the civil governors, when they differed from them in 
opinion, The beait with ſeven heads and ten horns 
was now beginning to riſe out of the errors that had 
taken place in the church, and this beaſt was nouriſh- 
ed by thoſe prieſts who pretended to be teachers of 
the Goſpel. But ſtill, as things are at pretent, there 
can be nothing more beneficial to human ſociety, than 
civil eſtabliſhments of religion; and I may venture to 


affirm, that had we none of thoſe we ſhould ſoon be 


little better than Barbarians, As to the inequality 


of livings among us, it is much to be lamented; per- 


haps Providence may, in time, point out ſome ſort of 
redreſs; but at preſent we ought to be humble, and 
ſubmit to our ſtations, In many reſpe&s, our church 
is the beſt conſtituted in the world; but like all others, 
it wants {ome reformation, This, however, is not in 


your power or mine to bring about; and we may live 


content, without accepting of more livings than 
one, if that acceptance ſhould be contrary to the 
dictates of our conſciences. If the money appropriated 


for the ſupport of the Gotpel by our pious anceſtors, 
was equally diſtributed among the clergy, none would 
be too rich, nor any too poor; then would the clergy 


be enabled to reſide on their benefices; religion 
would flouriſh; nor would any enter on the ſacred 
office, but ſuch as had the glory of God, and the 
good of their fellow-creatures at heart, There would 
be no temptation for the gay and the thoughtleſs, to 


run their heads againſt pulpits, to pretend to take care 


of the ſouls of men, while they leave that duty to be 
5 performed. 
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you a ſatisfactory anſwer; but if I fail in doing it, 
the ſouls of men; to point out to them their ſtate by 
ance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 


things! But that Divine Being, who ſent us out to 


deny ourſelves many of the comforts of this life, that 
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performed by others, for leſs than a tenth part of the 

wages, But I am tired of the fubje&, and for the 

reſent ſhall conclude, with my prayers to God, that 
A will direct you and bleſs you. 

Jann, Sir, ſincerely yours, 

B. A, 


—— 


LEK ETER AN. 

From the Same to the Same. 
Dear Str, = | | | 

I Come now to your ſecond query, namely, how 


{ſhall you diſcharge the paſtoral care? Your queſtion 
is indeed a ſerious one, and I wiſh I was able to give 


you mult impute it to my want of knowledge in 
ſuch an important affair, which I need not be aſhamed 
to acknowledge; ſecing the great apoſtle Paul ex- 
claims, 4 who is ſufficient for theſe things?” To be 
a paſtor, dear Sir, 1s to be the ſhepherd to watch over 


nature; to convince them of the neceſlity of repent- 


Chriſt; to guard them againſt temptations; to build 
them up in the moſt holy faith, and to prepare them 
for eternal happineſs: and how great are all theſe 


labour in the vineyard, 1s able to ſupport us; nay, he 
will do it if we ſeek his affiftance, _ | 
And firſt let me beg you will ſet Chrift before you 
as a pattern, For us men and for our ſalvation, he 
left his father's glory, and ſubmitted to poverty, to 
death, and to the grave.— For us he lived, toiled for 
our eaſe, and for our ſafety he bled, He went about 
doing good to miſerable offenders, and on the croſs 
he prayed for his enemies: this ſhould lead us to 


We 
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we may be able to relieve the wants of the poor, to 
dry up the tears of the widow, and do ſomething to- 
provide for the orphan, Believe me, my dear Sir, 
our ſpiritual inſtructions will have little weight with 
thoſe who are in want, if we ſhut our bowels of com- 
paſſion againſt them: they will never believe we are 
in earneſt, while we have a guinea concealed in our 
pocket, Be extremely careful in what manner you 
reprove your people for their vices; for unleſs reproof 
is mixed with tenderneſs, it will defeat its own inten- 
tion, and the reproved perſon will conſider you his 
enemy, ſo that all your inſtructions will be loſt, 
Take great care what company you keep ; for let your 
intentions be ever ſo innocent, you will have all eyes 
upon yon, and the ſmalleſt deviation from this rule, 
will lay you open to much cenſure. Endeavour to 
make yourlelf perſonally acquainted with all your 
22 22 and keep a liſt of their names and ſtations in a 
book. 1 
When you viſit thoſe who have families, put them 
in mind of the duty they are under to their children, 
in giving them a religious education: tell them that 
their ſervants mult not be treated as if they were beaſts 
of burden, but as rational creatures, Who have preci- 
ous and immortal ſouls, Inculcate ſocial religion, 
but let all your exhortations be delivered in a cheerful. 
manner; never quarrel concerning thoſe tythes which 
the law has given you a right to, and this will melt 
their hearts to do you juſtice, - If you act in this man- 
ner, you will be conſidered as the father of your peo- 
ple, and the work of God will proſper in your hand, 


I am, &c. 


B. A. 
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LETTER LXXXI, 


From a young Tradeſman in diſtreſſed c le ty 
| TY Age and a | 


Dear Friend, 


* OUR knowledge of the world, joined to your 


goodneſs of heart, and adorned by the moſt ex- 
alted piety, encourages me to ſeek your advice in a 
caſe of real diſtreſs, You know I have not been full 
ave years in buſineſs, and although the beginning pro- 
miled fair, yet, alas! I have been deceived. So docs 
the fun ſhine upon us in the morning; we take our 
leaſure in the fields for a ſew hours, we are overtaken 


by a ſudden ſtorm, and the day concludes i in thunder 


and lightening, 
To {peak in plain words, the many bankruptcies 


which have lately taken place in the commercial 


world, have brought me to the brink of temporal mi— 
ſery: two-thirds of my property have been fraudu- 


lently taken from me, and I lee no proſpett before me, 


beſides a priſon or the gazette : the former is dreadful, 


the latter is diſgraceful, Under ſuch unhappy circumn- 


ſtances, how ſhall I at? I have not been indolent or 
extravagant, but by an ill-timea and UP gs: confi. 
dence, I have been injured, 

A good character is what I ſtrove to preſerve ; a 
good conſcience is what I ſtill enjoy: but the world 
is often deaf to all our pretenſions to integrity. No 
ſooner are we fallen than we are trodden under foot, 


our misfortunes are confideredas crimes; weare Je- 


ſpiſed by ſome, hated by others, but pitied by few. Ah; 
55 when ſhall we learn to do.as we ae be done 
by? When ſhall we love our neighbours as ourſelves ! 
It is the great mis fortune in trade, that every failure 


is conſidered as criminal, although the perſon accuſed 


is often innocent, 1 know you have abilities to give 
me advice, I know you have a tender compaſſionate 


| heard, and your charity will ſhine with a diſtinguiſhed 


luſtre 
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luſtre, if diſplayed on the pre « at melancholy occaſion; 
and by your advice, perhaps, my ruin may be pre- 
vented. I have ſent this by my poor afflicted wife, 
and will wait on you as ſoon as I receive your orders 
for that purpole. In the mean time, 


I am your ſincere, 
Though afflicted friend, 


TaHowas ELMSLEY, 


— — 


LE TT ER EXXXXII. 


The A „ ſuer. 


Dear Six, | 
J Was extremely ill when I received yours, but not- 
1 withſtanding the violence of my diſorder, I thought 
it my duty to {end you an anſwer as ſoon as polliole, 


The narrative of your misfortune is plain, fimple, 
aud artleſs, and ſo far as I am able to judge, I believe 


it to be true, I may add that my own loſſes, occaſioned 
by the many recent failures, have been great; but 
then you will anſwer, that I am more able. to bear 
with them than yourlelf; it may be ſo, and therefore 
my advice, as well as my aſhiſtance, is at your ſervice, 
In all failures, the following methods are generall 
embraced; bankruptcy, compolition, or flight: as for 
impriſonment, a man cannot be ſaid to embrace t, 
unleſs he intends to injure his creditors, and forfeit 


his title to a ſhare of the rights of common ſociety, 


The bankrupt laws were contrived for the caſe of the 
debtor, and the benefit of the creditor 3 but. I 
forry to ſay, that the expence attending the cow 
lion often injures both: but that is not the wor!“ 
ſuch is the cruelty of men to their fellow-c + 
that the perſon who has once been a ban! 
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his character traduced wherever he goes, and as long 
as he lives. : | =þ 
Io run away when a man is involved in diſtreſs, 
may be conſidered as conſiſtent with ſelf-preſervation ; 
but, alas! who can ever wipe off the blot ? who can 


| blot out the ſtain? To ſubmit to impriſonment is a 


thouſand times better; for a harſh creditor will ſome- 
Limes relent, and give his captive debtor that liberty, 
which the letter of the law has denied him. Compo- 
fition 1s much better than bankruptcy, becauſe it points 
out the honeſty of the debtor, and ſaves the creditors 
much expence. I am ſorry, however, to ſay, that it 
does not always ſerve to ſupport the character of the 


injured, the unfortunate perſon. If he is once more 


enabled to procure a ſubſiſtence, it is expected he 
ſhould pay the remainder of his debts, which may 
not be in his power, although he will embrace that 


happy opportunity as ſoon as he can, However, a 


compoſition is hat 1 would by all means adviſe you 
to, and I ſhall do every thing in my power to get it 
conducted in a proper manner, I will give up at pre- 


ſent my claim upon you, and poſſibly when every thing 


is ſettled, you may find your affairs leſs intricate than 
you imagine, Let me ſee you as ſoon as you can, and 
although I am aged and infirm, yet I will be your 


friend, 


J. BaRNARD. 
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1. E T T E R LXXRIII. 


From a Country Tradeſman, deſtring a Correſpondence 


* 


with another Tradeſman in London, 


K 1 R. 5 
T is now upwards of two years ſince my appren- 
ticeſhip was expired, and quring that time, I have 
been ſhopman to my maſter, It was my reſolution to 
| have 
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have continued ſhopman to him ſometime longer, 
but I found ſeveral things very difagreeable, which 
I do not mention, becauſe they are only family affairs, 
and no way connected with trade. But I had another 
reaſon for leaving his ſervice, namely, an opportu- 
nity of ſetting up in bulineſs, by the death of Mr, 
Bevan, of this town, and with whom you was well ac- 
quainted. You know he has leſt no children, and his 
widow, having ſufficient to ſupport her, is going to 
retire from buſineſs. The offer ſhe has made me of 
her ſhop, is fair and reaſonable, and I ſhall ſettle with 
her as ſoon as my mother arrives to advance me what 
was leſt by my father. It is true, I know not yet how 
much it amounts to, but I have ſufficient to purchale 
the ſtock in trade, the fixtures, furniture, &c. Hav- 
ing ſaid thus much in general, I ſhall now proceed to 
open my particular buſineſs with ou. 
You have known me now about nine vears, ſo that 
you cannot be a ftranger to my character, eſpecially 
as I tranſacted molt of my maſter's buſineſs with whom 
vou had connections many years; and I ſuppole you 
will continue your correlpondence with him as long 
as he continues 1n trade, N : 
I cannot at preſent ſend you a liſt of ſuch goods as 
I ſhall want, but if you agree to ſerve me with what 
I want in your way in London, you may truſt that my 
payments will be regular; for I have laid down a 
plan of regular œconomy, and I know that moſt of 
thoſe who frequent the ſhop are very good cuſtomers, 
It will not be proper for me to come to London, *till 
I have found an honeſt ſhopman, in whom I can con- 
fide during my abſence, and then you may depend 
on ſeeing me, Wherever this letter will find you, I 
ſhall be glad of an anſwer, and then I will fend you 
ſome orders if neceſſary. I hope to hear of the welfare 
of your family, that they are all in good health, and 
a comfort to you in your declining years. 


I am, Sir, yours reſpectfully, 
E. JOHNSON. 
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LETTER LXXXIV; 
The Anſwer, 


$1R, 


Received yours, and am glad to hear vou have o 
fair a proſpect of entering into bufineſs. To iti- 
malate you on to induſtry, you have an excellent ex- 
ample in the conduct of Mr. Bevan, whom you ure 
io ſucceed. He had been many years in trade, Belt 
never failed in His payments; nor do I ſuppoſe ! he 


math died worth much more than will ſupport his fa- 


mily, He ſought to live by his ſhop; he did much 


good, but never defired to acquire an- opulent for— 
tune; for he often ſaid, that thoſe who were moi} 


eager to procure riches, wat either act diſhoneſtly; 


or what was, and ſtill is, generally the caſe, they ſoon 
become bankrupts. Trade requires patient induſtry; 


and a fair character is a thouſand times ſuperior to an 


eſtate acquired by taking advantage on the unwary, 


The correſpondence you deſire to ſettle with me, 
is cheerfully complied with, and you may depend on 
the articles you order being the beſt that can be pro- 
cured; for I would wiſh jucceſs to every young be- 
ginner, who conducts himſelf with integrity, and 
acts upon honourable principles, Such were mer- 
chants and tradeimen in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, when large fortunes were acquired, when many 


of the nobility married the daughters of citizens, 


when manufactures were encouraged, and when bank- 
Tuptcies ſeldom took place, I do not mention theſe 
things, as if I imagined you would ever neglect your. 
buſineſs; but it is a conſtant maxim with me, never 
to write a fingle letter concerning ſecular affairs, 
without inſerting in it {omething of a moral ten- 
dency, This is a duty we owe to our fellow-crea- 
tures, and it is a duty we owe to God, by making a 
proper uſe of the talents he has favoured us with. 

However 
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However, as it ſhall be my ſtudy to promote your in- 

tereſt, ſo far as it can be done in a way of trade, ſo 

] thought you would not be oflended with what was 

well meant, for my ſincere wiſh is to lee every virtuous 

young man happy. You may ſend your orders as foon 

as you plcaſe, and they ſhall be pundctually executed 
by my ſon; for my infirmities will, I believe, oblige 
me very ſoon to retire from buſineſs. 


I am, Sir, 


Yours ſincerely, 
8. VE RE ry 


5 ETTE R LXXXV. 


From a young 8 a Servant in London, to her 
Brother in the Country. 


Dear Brother, 


4 I Am glad to hear of your marriage, beeauſe I know 
: that gets was always a good girl; and, I dare 
| fay, will make you an excellent wile. My laſt place 
in London, was not ſo agreeable as 1 could have 
wiſhed; but, you know, we mult lay our accounts to 
meet with difliculties, and the more we prepare for 
them, the more they become light and eaſy to us, I 
have now got into a good family, where there are 
three young ladies, They have a great regard for me, 
and have already made me ſome valuable preſents, 
among Which are three filk gowns: one of thoſe, 
with ſome other things, have ſent to my ſiſter; and 
tell her, I ſhall ſend her the neweſt pattern of boon, 
{or a gown, that 1 can nd. 

I hope you will remember, that the low circum- 
ſtances in which we were left by our parents, ſhould 
teach us to provide for old age, as far as lays in our 
power. No doubt but you will have children, and it 
will be a ſhocking conſideration, to think of leaving 
M 3 | them, 
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them, as we were, unprovided for. To be ſure, 


* 


well, as both our characters are good, I have ſaved 
five pounds in my laſt place, Which, with thirty 


bling heart, that 1 entered into the marriage ſtate, 
Your brother's tenderneſs to me has been ſuch, that 
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aſevere Fever can, at any time, remove us from this 
world; but the conſideration of that ſhould never make 
us ſlothful, but be eager in doing our duty, alwavs 
expecting the divine N I could wiſh to have a 
letter from my ſiſter; for as I approve of your choice, 
ſo I would wiſh to live with you and her in a ſtate of 
friendſhip, | 
1 I am, dear brother, 
Your affeQionate ſiſter, 
SakAn Lee, 


ah 
: —_l 


LETTER: LXXXVI. 


The Siſter's Anſwer, 
"Dar Si ſter, 1 5 | 


XX E received yours, and I return you many 
thanks for your valuable preſent, which ex- 
ceeds every thing I ever had or could expect. Your 
brother is induſtrious, and every one here ſays I have 
made a good choice, I am not afraid but we ſhall do 


ounds ſaved by your brother, have enabled him to 
255 tools and materials for his buſineſs, We have 
alſo furniſhed a ſmall houſe, conſiſting of a ſhop, 
two rooms, and a garret, with other conveniencies, 
We have a little garden behind the houſe, and in the 
garden are ſome fruit trees. Upon the whole, our 
ſituation is agreeable, although it was with a trem- 


I begin to bleſs the day I gave him my hand, When 
our labour for the day is over, we ſpend the evenings 
in agreeable converſation, and ſometimes we read 
part of a book, I wonder you do not think of mar- 


rying, 
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Tying, as there can be no doubt but many offers have 
been made you; but I have ſuch an opinion of your 
good ſenſe, that I firmly believe you muſt have had 
reaſons for objecting them, We long to hear from 
you as often as you can ſpare time to write ; and that 


you may enjoy health and proſperity, is the ſincere 


prayer of it 
| | Your affectionate ſiſter, \ | 
ELIZABZETU LEE. 7 4 

1. E T T ER LXXxVII. 


From a young Woman, Apprentice to a Milliner in Lone \ 
don, to her Friend, a Teacher at a Boarding-School, = 
in the Country. | 


Dear Mis, — U 
e at your father's laſt week, and he has given 4 
1 me a proper direction to you. I heard you had 
been ſome time ill; but, ſo far as I can learn, you 
have got the better of your diſorder, and I ſhall once 
more ſee you in London. You know, that when we | 
were at ſchool together, I often wiſhed to have gone . 
into the ſame employment as you have obtained, but 
my father would not permit me; and you know, that 
although he is a tender parent, yet he is not a judge 1 
of female education. Had it not been for the inſtiuc- = 
tions I received from you, I ſhould certainly have | i 
been loſt ; but thanks to God, and to your friendſhip, N 
You know, that the character of milliners, in the 1 | | 
vulgar acceptation, do not ſtand high in the eſtima- | 
tion of the public; but, I think, this muſt ariſe 1 
from ſome ſort of wrong prejudices. That many ö 0 
| 
| 


youns women have been ſeduced from milliners 
ſhops, cannot be diſputed; but does that prove, 
that no virtuous perſons can be left behind ? Cer- 
| tainly it does not; otherwiſe it would naturally 1555 
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low, that becauſe there are many fraudulent practices 
committed by tradeſmen, ſo the moſt virtuous are not 
to be truſted; for my own part, I hate ſuch uncha- 
ritable thoughts; and, I think, the more we are ſur- 
rounded by temptations, the more we ſhould be upon 
our guard. 'To put ourſelves in the way of harm, 1s 
certainly blameable, but that is what I have not done, 
It was my father's pleaſure ; and, as I know he wiſhed 
me well, I could not diſpute his commands, Upon the 
whole, I ſhall endeavour to do my duty, truſting in 
Almighty God, that he will preſerve me from the 
power of temptation, Let me beg to hear from you, 
and be fared 


I am, dear Miſs, 
Your fincere friend, 
| MARY BAILEV. 


L E TT ER LXXXVIII. 
The Anſwer, 


Dear Mis, . 
13 yours with that pleaſure which always 
takes place where virtuous friendſhip exiſts, Iam 
glad to hear that you cailed on my parents; but, 
alas! my dear, I am not the perſon I was when you 
ſaw me laſt, I was then healthy and full of ſpirits, 
with roſy cheeks, ke a nulk-maid; but, ah! my 
dear, mark the change! I am now afflicted with a 
moſt violent cough, which prevents me from reſt day 
and night, I have a moſt emaciated body ; my co- 
lour is quite gone; and, to add to my affliction, I 
ſee no proſpect of relief. You will be ready to aſk 
me, from whence did all this affliction ſpring? That, 
however, is what I cannot anſwer, Sometimes I im- 
pute it to damp ſheets, while you and mylelf were at 
ſchool ; but had that been the caſe, I would have 
concluded that you would have ſuffered the ſame, as 
. wo 
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we lay together in one bed. Again, I have ſome- 
times imputed it to the negligent manner in which I 
changed my dreſs, after dancing with the young ladies, 
But {till I may be miſtaken; and, as my father has of- 
ten told me, we receive the ſeeds of death when we 
are born. | | | | 


The moment we begin to live, 
We all begin to die. 


And now, my dear Miſs Bailey, what do you think 
are my ſentiments, under ſuch a complication of diſor— 
ders? May yours, my dear, be the ſame. I am all re- 
ſignation. Notwithſtanding the proſpett of being 
agreeably married, and ſettled in the world; notwith- 
ſtanding all the hopes generally formed by youth, yet 
begin to look forward to a bleſſed immortality. I 
have ſo much eaſe in wy mind, that death, which to 
ſome appears the king of terrors, to me is like an amia- 
ble accompliſhed bridegroom. And why ſhould it be 

otherwiſe? We naturally wiſh to take poſſeſſion of a 
temporal eſtate, and why then ſhould not we long for 
an eternal one? In the one we are ſubject to many diſ- 
appointments, loſſes, and vexations; in the other, all 
is compoſure and ſerenity, Not that I know I am dy- 
ing; but I know the Judge of all the earth will do right: 
to his will I ſubmit, and rejoice in his fevours, 

I know, my dear, that your charms, accompliſh- 
ments, graceful appearance and ſituation in life, will 
loon expoſe you to many ſnares; but ſeek God, and 
keep yourſelf as much as poſſible out of the way of 
temptation, Remember, that the more powerfully 
you oppoſe evil and reſiſt temptation, the greater will 
your reward be in heaven, May the Almighty pro- 
tect my dear friend, and keep her in the paths of 
piety and virtue, is the ſincere prayer of, 


Dear Miſs, yours affectionately, 


MARY ALL1SONo 


LETTER 
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EF 
From an aged Lady to a Clergyman. 
Reverend Str, | 


OL know I have always taken your advice, even 
in the moſt difficult caſes, and you never yet 
deceived me in any thing whatever, As the dew 
diſtills its refreſhing drops on the vegetable creation to 
impart life, ſo did your counſels, your admonitions, 
and your inſtructions operate upon my mind, I pre- 
ſume you are no ſtranger to the contents of my bro— 
ther's laſt will, in which he left his fortune to his 
daughter, on condition ſhe ſhould marry with my con- 
ſent, In caſe ſhe did not, her whole fortune was to 
be at my diſpoſal, and I was empowered to give it to 
whomſoever I plealed, Now, Sir, ſhe has entered 
into the marriage ſtate with a rake, who will ſoon 
ſquander away all that her father acquired by many 
years honeſt induſtry ; and, therefore, J am determined 
to give the money to an hoſpital, I think it would be 
much better to ſupport the ſick and the lame, than to 
contribute towards the indulgence of diſſipated youth 
in the gratifying unlawtul defires, and the indulgence 
of irregular patiions. You may object, perhaps, that 
this act of mine will reduce them to a ſtate of beggary; 
but, pray Sir, do not thoſe deſerve to ſuffer who have 
ated imprudently ? Should they not have conſulted 
me before they ventured upon the brink of deftruc- 
tion, and plunged themſelves without the ſmalleſt 
hopes of ſucceſs, into a ſtate of ruin altogether irre- 
trievable ? | | 
I would, however, be directed by you, but I dare 
ſay you will not do any thing contrary to my inclina- 
tion, I think my propoſal is right; and thoſe who 
act inconſiſtent with prudence, ſhould feel the effects 
of their folly, Let me beg you will ſend me an an- 
iwer, and be aſſured, that pet | 
5 l am ſincerely yours, 
ELIZABETH BER TIN. 


LETTER 
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LETTER -XC 
The Anſwer, 
Madam, 1 5 


13 yours, and however wiſe you may be in 
1 your own conceit, yet 1 think you have not con- 
ſidered things in a proper manner, It was always my 
opinion, that whatever a father died poſſeſſed of, was 
the unalienable property of his children; and, how- 
ever human laws may give a ſanction to the validity 
of dying wills, yet I cannot think that natural rights 
can be ſet aſide : but ſuppoſing your brother ſhould 
have, in conformity with the worſt of all cuſtoms, 
claimed the power of depriving his daughter of her 
right by nature; yet I cannot ſee how you can be 
rukifed in carrying his will into execution, Has he 
acted inconſiſtent with the principles of humanity ? 
And muſt you, under the ſtale pretence of complying 
with the will of the deceaſed, add one perjury to ano- 
ther? Has your brother projected a ſcheme to injure 
his child? And are you obliged to ſee it put into ex- 
ecution? No, Madam; this is beneath your cha— 
rater as a woman, and altogether inconſiſtent with the 
duty of a Chriſtian, I acknowledge, that in many 
caſes the will of the dead ought to be complied with, 
but never when inconſiſtent with reaſon and re- 
ligion. God does not require that we ſhould con- 
form to the cuſtoms of this world, any further than is 
conſiſtent with the dictates of a good conſcience ; 
and, be aſſured from me, that it 1s much more honour. 
able on many occaſions, to ſet aſide the will of the 
dead than to comply with it. You mention givin 
the money left by your brother to an hoſpital: I am 
afraid that is one of the worſt reſolutions you ever 
yet formed in your mind. To give money to hoſpi- 
tals at the expence of families who have a rightto it by 
nature, is robbing Peter to pay Paul, In other words, 
it is like the thief who ſtole goods from the pariſh un- 
| der 
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a S 4 c ; 
der a pretence of relieving the poor. Upon the 
whole, Madam, whatever imprudent ſteps your nicce 
may have taken, yet let me beg you will not only re- 
ſtore to her what was left by her father, but that you 
will do it in ſuch a graceful manner, as to make a lat. 
ing ſimpreſſion of gratitude on her mind, that ſhe may 

honour both you and religion. | 

Iam, Madam, yours, &c. 
TuouAs GR FEN. 


* 


n 


From a young Woman, Teacher at a Boarding-School, 's 
her Father. 8 


Honoured Sir, | | 5 

tn was with pleaſure that I accepted of this place, 
1 having always had a ſtrong defire to cultivate the 
minds of young perſons; and, I can afſure you, that 
my governeſs has treated me with every mark of ten. 
derneſs: but as there can be no happineſs in ths 
world, without ſome mixture of grief, afflictions 
and diſappointments, ſo I have found enough of thute 
ſince I came to reſide at this place, You know I am, 
but at the beſt, tender in my conſtitution, and there 
are no leſs than forty-ſix young ladies in the ſchool. 
Beſides myſelf, there is but one other teacher; Whoal- 
though well enough acquainted with ſome parts of fe- 
male education, yet ſhe knows not the grammar of the 
French language, ſo that all the drudgery of that 15 
thrown upon me. — This is more than I am able to 
ſuſtain; and although I am ſorry to put you to any 
trouble, yet I muſt freely tell you, that unlels I am 
removed from this ſchool, I ſhall fink under my af— 
flictions. You know I had once an offer from Mrs, 
Dawſon ; and, if ſhe is not provided with a teacher, 
1 will accept of her place, and wait on her as ſoon as 
Mrs, Allen has procured one in my room, . 

| ct 
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Let me beg to hear from you, as ſoon as you have 
waited on Mrs, Dawſon. and, in the mean time, give 


my duty to my dear mother, and my love to my filter, 


I am, honoured Sir, your ever dutiful daughter, 


Maxy BLAKE. © 


— 


LETTER XC 


. The Father's Anſwer, 
Dear Child, | 
Received yours, and, as1 was indiſpoſed at the time, 
I got Mr. Fermor to enquire of Mrs. Dawſon, 
whether ſhe had procured a teacher, and I have the 
pleaſure to inform you ſhe bas not; J may add fur- 
ther, that ſhe 1s ready to receive you with open arms 
of affection, and ſhe is now preparing a room for you. 
She has but few ſcholars, fo that your life will be 
_ ealy, and you know the ſituation is extremely agree- 
able. So far as 1 am able to judge, Mrs. Dawlon is 
a very agreeable woman; but whether or not Iam 
deceived, your own experience will diſcover. You 
may reſt ſatisfied, that I ſhall never contradi& you 


I, Ihave ſuch an opinion of your piety, virtue, and 
good ſenſe, that I think you would never deſire to 
leave a place, unleſs you had good reaſons for doin 


ſo; and as you have more to go through with Mais, 


Allen than is conſiſtent with your ſtrength, fo I would 
by all means adviſe you to come away as ſoon as 
poſſible, However, I would deſire you to part on 
good terms; and as for what money is due to you, 
let that be only a ſecondary conſideration. Take 
what you are offered, and, however ſmall, do not 


complain. We ſhall be ready to meet you at the! inn, 
and be alured, that, 


Jam your ever affectionate father, 


Gzorce Brakes, 


N "LETTER 


in your choice of Places; ; for if you are happy, ſo am 
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LETTER XCHL: * 
From a young Gentleman Ty London to a Clerg yman n 
tire Country. 
Reverend Sir, | 
I Doubt not but you have heard of the unhappy 


fate of Mr. Young, ſon of your neighbour, and 


once your pupil. It is not above two years ſince he 


came from Jamaica, with a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney, and ſent for me to ſpend the evening with him 
at a coftee-houle near the Royal-Exchange, Former 
friendſhip ſoon induced me to comply with his re- 
queſt ; but, to my great ſurpriſe, I found him totally 


changed from what he was when he left England. 


Inſtead of a ſober, virtuous young man, I found him 


one of the moſt impious, abandoned rakes I ever 


yet met with, He ſpoke with contempt of religion, 
and ſeemed to take a peculiar pleaſure in blaſpheme- 


ing the name of God, I told him, that he muſt not 


for the future expect to ſee me, becauſe evil commu- 
mucatuns corrupt gud manners, He laughed at my 
ſimplicity, in believing the goſpel revelation ; and 
plainly told me, that religion was inconliſtent with 
the character of a gentleman. However, I did ſee 
him again: but, alas! where? In Newgate, and 
may I never forget the dreadful ſcene which pre- 
ſented itſelf to my view: a young gentleman, who 
had received a liberal education, the heir to a landed 
eſtate, confined to a diſmal cell with fetters on his 


legs, and the book of God, too long deſpiſed, in his 


hand. Ah! thought I, let us deſpiſe religion ever 


fo much while in a ſtate of health, we are glad to 
ſeck 1s conſolations when death approaches. This 
unfortunate young man had ſpent all his money in 
gaming and debauchery ; after which, he commit- 
ted a forgery on the Bank, and was apprehended at 
Dover, in attempting to make his eſcape abrogd. 
He was brought to his trial, and, being ſound 

7 | | guilty, 
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guilty, received ſentence of death. He tent for me 
to vitit him; which I did, as often as I could ſpare 
time, *till the evening before his execution, when 
bis father and mother were taking leave of him, 
The ſcene was too ſhocking for me to be witnels to, 
and therefore I retired, to lament the corruption of 
human nature, I was informed next day, that he 
died a ſincere penitent; and, therefore, I hope you 
will adminiſter all the conſolation you can to his 


afflifted parents. 


I am, reverend Sir, 
Yours ſincerely, 


G. B. 


od ' 


2 * 


c ACIY 
The Cleg — Anſwer, 
Dear Sir, | 
I Am no firanger to the melancholy affair which 

you communicated to me in your laſt; and I 
have complied with your requeſt, in ſaying all I poſ- 
fibly could to alleviate the diſtreſſes of the afflicted 

arents, But I have ſomething to ſay to you, which 
Th will be attended to with ſeriouſneſs, You 
have ſeen the unhappy, the ſhameful, the ignomi— 
nious end of a young gentleman ; . who, along with 
yourlelf, was brought up in the paths of virtue, 
and Raven forbid it ſhould ever be your caſe ; bus 
let him that ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. You 
have as ample 1 eee as your late unhappy friend 
enjoyed; vou are ſurrounded by the fame tempta- 
tions ; and you are liable to fall into the lame ſnares. 
This, Sir, ſhould teach you to be continually upon 
vour guard, not truſting in your own ſtrength, but. 
fill exerciſing the powers which God hath given you. 


77 ſinners entice tnee, conſent thou not : let no pre- 
tended friend perſuade vou to go to a public place, 
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VVV 
where you may be in danger of having your moral; 
corrupted, and your {oul ruined, Reflect often on 


what you faw, when you vilited the cells of New- 
gate; conſider the dreadful ſcene which preſented it- 


elf to your view, when you ſaw the afflicted parents 


take leave of a condemned ſon; think of the ſhame 
which, in the opinion of the vulgar, he has brought 
upon his family; compare the pleaſures ariſing from 
the practice of religious duties and a ſtrict attendance 
82 buſineſs, with the torturing, agonizing pains of a 
gullty conſcience; and, above all, conſider the dread- 
fal account you mult make at the judgment-ſeat of 
Cirift, if you proſtitute your talents, and trample 
upon every ſacred obligation, * | | 

However, 1 doubt not but you will continue to 
perievere in what will promote your honour and 
happineſs; Which is the ſincere prayer of 


Your affectionate friend, 
. F. 


. 5 5 ag - a. A —— a 


* The Malefafiors Regiſter, or the New Newgate and Tyburn 
calendar: containing the authentic lives, trials, executions, 


and dying ſpeeches of the moſt notorious Malefaftors, who 
- have ſuffered death in Great-Britain or Ireland, fince the year 


17% down to the preſent time, will be of great ſervice in 
guarding the riſing generation againſt thoſe temptations ſo com- 
monly thrown in their way. It is publiſhed in weekly Numbers, 
at Six-Pence each, adorned with new Copper-Plates, and may 
be had of ALEX, HOGG, No. 16, Pater-noſter-Row, and of 
all the bookſellers, Be particalar in ordering the New Work, 
(which is dedicated to Sir John Fielding) leſt an old publication 


ſhould be offered inſtead of it. This work abounds with more! 


reflections of the moſt ſalutary tendency, to young perſons in 


particular. | 


LETTER 
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From a young Genileman to a Lady, defiring her to mane 
an . with him to Scotland, 


Dear Miſs, 

Told you, when I was laſt in your company, that 

my father would never conlent to my marriage 
with you, unleſs your fortune was equal to mine. 
In this he acts like old perſons in general, whole 
paſſions being dead to every thing but avarice, they: 
never pity young ones, w ho have placed their affec— 
tions on each other, They are cruel to the laſt de- 
OYee ; but there is a way to fruſtrate all their ſchemes 
and make ourſelves. free, by an elopement to Scot- 
land. There we can be married, and then my la- 
ther will ſoon be reconciled to the match, ſor he can- 
not deprive me of my fortune. I have OR to be- 
lieve that my perſon is not diſagrecable to you, and 
that you will conſent to an union of hearts, hich 
alone can make we happy, If you will co: mpl y with 
my requeſt, I will have a poſt-chaiſe ready for voin 
to Morrow evening. at the back of the garden wall, 
and we will let off together, without being diſcov STAN + 
by any perſon whatever, I hope you will have no 
Objection to what I have propoſed ; for, I can aſſure 
you, it is not poſt ible. for me to 100 e any but you. 
As vou will probably meet ths bearer in the park, he. 


will give you this, and you WI l find an e 
of ſending an anſwer. | 


I am, dear Miſs, 


Your ſincere lover, 
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LETTER xcvi 
He young Lady's Anſwer. 
$7 R, | 


| 1 Had once the misfortune to read ſome wild romances; 


but I do not recollect that any thing related in 
them 1s of ſo extravagant a nature, as what I find con- 
tained in your letter, Indeed, I am at a loſs in what 
light to conſider it; either it is the ravings of a mad- 
man, or written by the hand of one whole conduct to 
his parents can give him but little reaſon to expect 


happineſs in this world. You mention your fortune 


heing ſuperior to mine; and if, by fortune, you mean 
riches, perhaps it may be ſo; for I can aſſure you 
that I never aſked my father whether he could give me 
one ſingle pound on the day of my marriage. Indeed, 


my father always gave me leave to place my affections 


on whatever object I thought proper, ſo as the perſon 


had a regard to the fear of God, and 3 reli- 


gious duties. He told me, that if I did fo, I ſhould 
enjoy ſuch happineſs as the world could not deprive 
ine of, and much more than what is annexed to what 
1s vulgarly called fortune, But what ſtrikes me mol: 
is, your romantic {cheme of going to Scotland to get 
married, by which you would probably make the re- 


mainder of my life miſerable, and bring down your 


own father's grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. And 
do you think, Sir, that I would for your ſake diſturb 
the peace of your family, and make your parents m1- 
ſerable ? No: I love the marriage ſtate; nay, I 
honour it; but if ever I enter into it, it muſt be upon 
fuch principles as ſhall promote my happineſs in this 
world, as far as 1s conſiſtent with the ſtate of human 
nature, 1 would have you to conſider theſe things pro- 
perly; and if you will not, then make an elopement 


as ſoon as you pleaſe, but I hope it ſhall never be with 


me. Conſider, Sir, that the young woman whole 
imprudent conduct diſturbs the peace of a family, is 
55 f ſeldom 
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ſeldom forgiven ; and although you tell me, that 
our father cannot deprive you of your fortune, yet 
1 aſſured, that no part of my conduct ſhall ever be 
the means of making him unhappy. I ſincerely wiſh 
that you may be preſerved from ruin, and become 
an e to your parents and yourſelf. 


I am, Sir, your well-wiſher, 
M. C. 


LETTER XCVIL 


The young Genthman's Anſwer, 
Dear Mifs, 


Received yours, and, if I was enamoured of you 


before, I am much mock more ſo now. Your merits 
have riveted my affections to the beloved ob- 
ject, and your prudence has made me aflave, Iam 


aſhamed when I conſider that I have not made a 

proper uſe of my knowledge ; but was ruſhing on 
without thought to my deſtr ation, till you awakened 
my attention, and cautioned me ag 
inpending danger which hung over my head; 

where, my dear, did you learn ſoch ſentiments? or 
rather, why have I forgot what was taught me in my 
: vouth, Your reſuſing to accompany me to Scotland, 


will, I hope, in time be attended with the moſt Lana. | 


fieial conſequences, as will appear from what I am 
juit going to mention. Finding that I could neither 
iubdue my paſſion, nor prevail upon you to comply 
with my unguarded requeſt, I ſhewed your letter to 


my father, who, fo far from acting the part of a ty- 


rant, declared he would even intorcede with you in 
my behalf. But I hope you will not put him to that 
trouble, but will conſent to be mine, and then I ſhall 
be happy. My mother is equally agreeable, a cir- 
cumſtance that would never have taken place, had you 
been ſo imprudent as to make an 1 clopement ah me 

rom 


gainfſt the dreadful. 
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from your parents. Let me, therefore, beg you wilt 
not any longer keep me in a ſtate of anxiety; but, 
ſetting all forms and ceremonies aſide, conſent to be 
mine, and you will be treated with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs by all my family; you will be united to relations 


as virtuous as your own, and I hope you will have 
no reaſon to repent. | 


I am, dear Miſs, 
Your ſincere lover, 
| 5: 1. 


LE BTI ER WVIII. 
The young Lady's Anſwer. 
S IR, 8 | | 
] Received yours, and am glad to hear that you have 
4 made a proper ule of the few {ſimple hints J pointed 
out to you: it is not for my own ſake that I mention 


this; for although it is natural ſor every young perſon 
to delire a happy ſettlement in life, yet I can aflure 


you, ſo far as I am able to judge of my own 
heart, I can ſafely ſay, that I deſire no more than 


the veceſſaries of this world: if Providence gives 
me more, then 1 muſt act as a faithful ſteward, and, 
with it, endeavour to ſupply the wants of my fellow- 
creatures. It gives me no {mall pleaſure to hear that 
what I wrote has been the means of reconciling you 
to your parents; and from this you may learn, that 
when human actions are conducted with prudence, 
there is at leaſt !ome proſpect of ſucceſs. As ta 
what you have propoſed to me concerning marriage, 
I freely tell you, that I cannot have any reaſon- 
able objections to it, eſpecially as you was never diſ- 
agrecable to me, and you have now obtained your 
parents conſent. I leave the remainder to yourſelf, 
and, when your parents think proper to appoint a 
day, I will meet you at the church, And now, Sir, 

; what 
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what would you have me to ſay more? Perhaps I have 
{aid too much, but that gives me but little uneaſineſs, 
while I know that my intentions are right, and that as 


long as4l att conſiſtent with the principles of religion 


and virtue, I may have realon to expect the divine 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


M. c. 


LETTER XOCUIX. 


From a young Gentleman of Fortune, to an amiable young 


Woman, whoſe Parents had left her deſtitute, 


Dear Madam, | 


53 H E many agreeable hours I have ſpent in your 
1 company at Lady Aſhurſt's can never be for- 
gotten ; but that is no more than what many beſides 
myſelf well know, and can be witneſs to, But 
whatever impreſſions your charms may have made on 


others, my affections are fixed in ſuch a manner, that 


nothing can alter them, Your merit, had you no- 
thing elſe to recommend you, has made me a ſlave; 


and it is you only that can make me miſerable or 


happy. But when beauty, learning, virtue, and 
piety, are all united in one object, how can the whole 
force be reſiſted? Such, my dear Miſs, is your real 
character, and now you may judge of my preſent ſitua- 
tion, How often have I pitied the wretched notions 
of thoſe who, having ample fortunes, pay no regard 
to merit, but eſtimate the happineſs of the marriage 
ſtate, in proportion to the thouſands the bride is poſ- 
ſeſſed of, It is different with me, my fortune is my 
own, and I ſhall conſider myſelf as more happy in 
the enjoyment of you, as a partner for life, than if 
ten thouſand pounds were added to my fortune, I 
think that the man who has ſufficient to ſupport him ac- 
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cording to his rank m life ſhould not wiſh for more; 
but I have ſufficient, and vet I wiſh for more, that is, 
my dear, I wiſh for yourſelf : an union with you, 
will be conſidered as the greateſt bleſſing I can enjoy 
in this life, and as ſoon as you Well permit me, I will 
wait on you. 


I am, dear Madam, 
Your ſincere lover, 
Georce LYTTLETOY, 


— 
LAM 


T 
The young Woman's Anſwer. 
n 
Was on a viſit when your letter arrived at this place, 
or I would have anſwered it ſooner; but now, as 
I am diſengaged for a few hours, I ſhall deliver my 
ſentiments in ſuch a manner, that you will have no 


reaſon to accuſe me of ingratitude, Had I nothing 
but grandeur in view, I muſt have conſidered your 


' Propoſal as the higheſt honour that could have been 


conferred upon me ; nay, I {till treat it with proper 
reſpect, although duty to God, to your family, and 
to mylelf, obliges me to ſtate my objections without 
reſerve. What you ſay concerning che difference be- 
tween truth and the common cuſtoms of the world, 
in my opinion true, but who can deviate from the 
Faſhion without acting with impropriety. Suppoſing 
me to be the accompliſhed perſon I am repreſented 
in your letter, yet I have great reaſon to fear, that 
none of theſe accompliſhments will make any great 
figure in the eyes of a cenſorious world; nor does it 
appear from your letter, that you have ever mentioned 
it to your mother. If you really loved me, would 
you wiſh me to be miſtreſs of your family, and at the 
ſame time deſpiſed by all your relations? Would you 
not be forry to hear every perſon with whom you ale 
acquaintec, 
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acquainted, tell you that you had marricd a poor beg- 
oarly girl with no fortune? And would not even 
your ſervants refuſe to be obedient to me, who at 

reſent am in little better than a ſtate of ſervitude ?_ 
Conſider theſe things, Sir, and then I believe you 
will neither deſire to injure me, nor diſhonour your- 
ſelf. | 

I am, Sir, reſpectfully yours, 


SOPUIA BENSON, 


4TTTERC 
The young Gentleman's Reply, 
Dear Madam, | | 
A I can, by no means, approve of the 


objections you have ſtarted in your anſwer to 
my propoſals, yet I acknowledge mylelf to have been 
extremely negligent in not mentioning that I had 
| obtained my mother's conſent, who deſires to ſee me 
| happily united with you; ſo in that reſpect you may 
| make yourſelf quite eaſy :- and my good mother 
has deſired you to write to her, as ſhe is not able to 
call on you. As to what the world may ſay, with 
reſpeC to diſparity of circumſtances, I think it is be- 
low your notice ; and as for your being in a ſtate of 
ſervitude, if it be ſo, it is the order of Divine Provi- 
dence, and who ſhall find fault with it? If God 
thought proper to remove your parents in your in- 
fancy, forget not that he has ever fince extended his 
| benevolence to you, You have not been left deſti- 
| tute of friends; but this is not to be wondered at, 
it would be rather ſurpriſing if it was otherwiſe, 
Who could not admire a human form, adorned with 
every female excellence? It would be one of the 
greateſt marks of ſfupidity I ever knew, But I muſt 
ſtill have ſome. hopes that you will comply with my 
requeſt, and that you will write to my mother, WhO 
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deſires to hear from you, I have ſent you ſome trifles, 
which I hope you will accept of; but I want to give 


you a heart, 


Jam, dear Madam, your ſincere lover, 
GBORGCE LXYTTLETO. 


LETTER CI. 


From the young Woman to the Mother of the young 


Gentleman. 


Honoured Madam, 


Am ſorry to hear that you are ſo infirm, as not to 


I be able to come abroad as uſual; but as I know 


you are prepared either to live or die, fo I think vou 
may make yourſelf happy; for while we act conſiſtent 
with our duty, and pnt our truſt in the Divine Being, 
we are {ure of acceptance before him, and of a ſhare 
of his favour throughout eternity, So far as I can 


learn, you'are no ſtranger to the propoſal your ſon 


has made to me: and, if you have ſeen my anſwer, 
you will be able to judge of my objections. That 
Mr. Lyttleton has merit there can be no doubt; but 
why ſhould a poor orphan diſhonour his family? Leſt 


_ deſtitute, and expoſed to all the hardſhips of this 


life, I became. an object of Providence, and hi- 
therto God has been with me. I have no right to 


expect any gentleman for a huſhand, without injuring 


my peace of mind, and making me miſerable for 
ever. From you, madam, I have received my pious 
inſtructions; and, I think, 1 cannot make youa 
more. proper return, than to deſire you will diſſuade 
Mr. Lyttleton from thinking any more of me, for! 


am not worthy of his notice. An humble ſtation 


ſhould ſatisſy a poor perſon, and thoſe who aſpire at 


grandeur, 


* 
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grandeur, are often plunged into ruin. That God 


may ſupport you under your preſent afflictions, is the 
ſincere prayer of, | 1 


Honoured Madam, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervar®, 


SOPHIA BENSON, 


—_ 


K 


ET TER CUL. 


The Anſwer, 


Dear Miſs, 


J Have not had a pen in my hands theſe fix months, 
but with cheerfulneſs I anſwer yours, although 
my eyes are weakened ſo much, that I can ſcarce lee 
how to write. 1 have for ſeveral years attended to 
your behaviour, while 1 viſited your lady; and your 
unaffected piety, joined to an amiable form and a 
Cheerful difpoſition, made a deep impreſſion on my 

mind. Before my {on propoſed marriage to you, I of. 
ten wiſhed that Divine Providence would direct him 
to place his affections on ſo worthy an object as yon 
are, Alas! my dear, you little think what value ! 
ſet on riches : with reſpe to theſe things, I was once 
as poor as yourſelf; but fortune ſmiled upon me, 
and made my life as eaſy and agrecable as I could 
have wiſhed, and much more ſo than I had reaſon 
to expect. I had not the benefit of your education, 
which I look upon as. far ſuperior to what the world 
calls a fortune, eſpecially when I find it adorned 
with the moſt exalted conduct. And now, my dear, I 
© plead in behalf of my ſon: will you conſent to call 
| me mother? If you do fo, I ſhall leave this tranſi- 
n WF tory world with ſome degree of pleaſure; being con- 
| vanced, that your good ſenſe and circumſpect behaviour 

O 
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will, at all times, 1 my ſon from running into 
extravagancies, and that you will be his comfort 


* through life. 


-, 


22 
7 2 * 


1 1 am, dear Miſs, yours ſincerehy, 


— 


n 
1 


ELIZABETH LyTTLETOXN, 
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a knowledge to the minds of his hearers; but 
this 


Mi The young Woman's Reply, 

Fees 

þ jl | Honoured Madam, 

Ef = Received yours, and fincerely thank you fer the 

1 contents; only that I lament to hear, that you 

| ! are in ſuch a bad ſtate of health. Alas! how often 

148 have I thought of the fentiment of an 1ngenious 

ö 14 poet: 

= | © Every beating pulſe we draw 

1% Leaves but the number leſs,” 

1 But does the ſoul, dear madam, periſh with the 
14 body? No; life 5 1mmortality have been brought 
1 to light by the goſpel, and death is no more than 2 
1.5 paſſage out of one ſtation into another. Life is at beſt 
Wh but a pilgrimage, or a journey through this world; 

1 and death is the paſſage to open to us an eternal fate 
1 of exiſtence. On this pleaſing ſubje&, I have read 
10 many of the eaſtern tales, but none of them gave me 
td much pleaſure, Allegory is indeed of great anti- 
1 quity 3 bat where the immortality of the foul is not 
4. Aupported by rational arguments, it becomes flat to 
18 me, and I look to divine revelation, It is certain, 
1 N that rot only the prophets of old, but even our Sa- 
Ti tr himſelf made uſe of allegory or parablcs, t0 
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this is a ſubject I will not inſiſt on-*; only that every 
thing of an allegorical nature, ſhould be read with care 
and attention. 

Having ſaid thus much, it is proper that I mould 
fay ſomething concerning the objettions I made to 
Mr, Lyttleton's propoſals: but then, what can I lay? 
The united wiſhes of a mother and a ſon, are more 
than I am able to contend with ; let me therefore de- 
lire you will do juſt as you pleaſe. I am no ſtranger 
to many of your ſon's virtues; and to have the leaſt, 
ny, the moſt diſtant relation to you, ſhall ever be 
eſtcemed my higheſt honour, I have written to Mr, 
_ Lyttleton, and, I hope, every thing will be conducted 


under the A of Divine Providence. May God 


preſerve your valuable lite; and happy ſhall I think 
mylelf, if ever I live to call you a: mother, 
1 am, honoured Madam, 
Yours in duty, Kc. 
Sornia BENSON, 


LETTER © CV; 
How M/ my: to Mr. Lyttleton, 
STR; 


Have " ap in a book, which I hope I ſhall never 
deſpiſe, that to thoſe to whom much 1s given, 
from them much will be required, This I will apply 


to you, in the molt ſtriking manner I am able to ex- 


preſs, A letter from your mother now lays before 
me; and ſuch has been her care of your cducation, 
that the neglett of duty on your part, will, at tlie 
termination of human exiſtence, rite up in judgment 
againſt you, 


The only Chriſtian allegory is Eunyan's Pilyrim's Progrefs, 
which has been long in the higheſt repute among Proteſtants of all 


denominations, as the beſt book on the ſubject ever written. Thas- 


book Mr. Maſon has lately improved with moſt excellent notes, ex- 
plaining difficult patlages; and with a ſet of moſt beautiful copper- 
Plater, the price is only 48, Be careful therefore to order The Til. 
grew s Progreſs with Mr, Maſon's notes, 
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Let me judge, as a woman, concerning your pro- 
poſals; and, upon that footing, I maſt deelare them 


to be adv antagcous. Let me conſider myſelf as a 


young woman who ſhould know ſomething of pru- 
dence, and then I think it is my duty to be upon my. 
guard, Let me look upon myſelf as a Chriſtian ; and, 
under that character, I would not chule to have my 
deen of mind diſturbed, but to act as an accountable 
bony, However, to be plain with you, if I give 
you my hand, you mult alſo have my heart; and. 
Drall I give my heart to a man, who, perhaps, may 
altervwards deſpiſe me? Gracious heaven forbid! 
But I muſt ſubmit, Will you take a forlorn orphan 
to your arms, and make her miſtreſs of your for- 
tune? Yes, you will anſwer ; but is ſhe to be eſteemed 
and reſpected? To convince. you of my ſincerity, I 
declare that I am willing to comply with your requeſt, 
but conſider that I am no more than an helpleſs wo- 
man; and, if you do not treat me as a wife, I can 
only look up to that Being who has ſupported. me hi- 
therto. I {hall {till hope the beſt; and as I have 
ſubmitted to be yours, fo I hope you will be mine, 
and make up to me all thoſe deficiencies occakoned_ 
by the loſs of my parents, hefore 1 knew what it Was 


to repeat the words, FarnER and MorkER. 


I a; Sir, yours ſincerely, 
SOPHIA BENSON, 


LETTER COL 


From a Poor Man es. one of the: Governors of Chriſt's 
Heofpital, 


| Honoured Sir, 


I. though I have lived many years in your neigh- 
A bourhood, and often worked for your family, 
vet I never p:ciumed to trouble you "till now. My 
wife died about three weeks ago, and has left me 


with {even children, I am determined, that thofe 


pic does 
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pledges of our conjugal felicity ſhall never have a 
ſtep- mother; but, alas! it is almoſt impoſſible for me 
to bring them up in a proper manner, J was adviſed 
to get my ſecond {on into the Blue-coat-Holpital ; but, 
alas! I know of no gentleman to apply to but you, 
In the liſt of thoſe who have a right to preſent, I ſee 
your name inlerted : but, perhaps, you are already 
engaged; and if ſo, then "all my hopes muſt for this 
time vom: Perhaps it may be otherwiſe x „ perhaps 
you may conhider my family, as not unworthy your 
notice; and you may, in compaſſion to an afllicted pa- 
rent, ' lift the burden from the ſoul oppreſſed! 3 
could wiſh to bring up my children in the fear of 
God, and in uſeſul knowledge; and I can a {ſure you, 
that for that purpole I work hard from morning to 
evening, If you will aſhi{t me in this difficult affair, 
with reſpect to my poor boy, you will remove part of. 
the burden I now labour under, You will lay me 
under a laſting obligation, and 1t all ever be ac- 
kowledged W. th gratitude. 
Jam, honoured Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt humble fe rvant, 
Liuiowmas N 


— 


L k T T E R Cuil. 


The Anſtuer. 
81 R. 


| 1 Was extremety ill with a fit of the Gout when I. 


received your letter, ſo that I could not anſwer it 
ſooner ; but now having obtained a ſhort reſpite, I 
ſhall, with pleaſure, give you all the fatis/aftion that 
lays in my power. I have often taken notice of your 
induſtry, in providing for your family; and although 
I will not ſay that ever I contributed towards your 
lubſiſtence, yet I am certain ſome gentlemen have 
ſo that you may reſt ſatished, you have not been ſor— 
gotten, 
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It gives me great pleaſure, that your letter came 
to me before I had diſpoſed: of my right and preſenta- 
tion, and your ſon ſhall have it. This, however, 1s- 
but trifling, for I would be glad to do ſomething for 
the reſt of your family. Your eldeſt daughter 1s now 
fit togo to ſervice; and, if you will permit her to 
come into my family, ſhe ſhall be treated in the moſt 
tender manner, I have ſomething in view for the 
vounger children; and let me beg you will attend to 
your duty, as the father of a family, and as an honelt 
man, Virtue is its own reward, and piety hath the 
promiſe, When exhauſted with labour, in the even- 
ing, call your children together, and read to them at 
teat two chapters in the bible, and teach them to ad- 
refs their Maker in prayer. Take care never to con- 
tradt debts, but live conſiſtent with the nature of your 
*:rcumſtances. Have you little? Be content with it, 
Are you proſperous in life? Reflect that you muſt 
ve account to God, in what manner you have diſ- 
poſed of his benefits, Upon the whole, be aſſured, 
that as long as you act conſiſtent with the principles 
of virtue, fo long you will find me your friend; and- 
may prudence direct you in every thing that can ſerve 
tow aids promoting your intereſt, | 

Yours, 
| EDpWARD TRUEMAN, 


LETTER CviII. 
From a decayed Tradeſman to a Director of the Euſtis 
; India Company. ; 
Honoured Sir, | 
'T is in the deepeſt humility, that I addreſs this to 
L you; for although we were brought up together 
at the ſame ſchool, yet Providence has made ſuch a 
vaſt difference in our temporal circumſtances, that J 
Jthould not be ſurprifed, if you had forgotten there 
were ever ſuch a perſon as myſelf, But notwithſtand- 
ing all that difference, yet 1 feel mylelf endued with 
| courage 
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courage ſufficient to ſolicit your aſſiſtance, in an hour 
of diſtreſs, Your family were diſtinguiſhed for that 
| benevolence, which is the higheſt ornament of hu- 
man nature, and I have no reaſon to believe that you 
are worſe than they, A bright example generally im- 
preſſes iis marks upon the deſcendants, virtue grows 
up from the original root, the tinſel of affluence is 
thrown aſide, and the poor are encouraged to approach 
within the veil. 


When I firſt ſet up in buſineſs, I had ſome hopes of 


ſucceſs; and, during the firit ten years I kept a ſhop, 
I paid my bills regularly, nor was any order returned 
without being duly honoured, But, alas! a dreadful 
reverſe of fortune took place. My brother, who was 
of an unſettled diſpoſition, propoſed going to the Eaſt- 
Indies; and, as he had no friend but me to truſt to, 


I advanced him more money than was conſiſtent with 


the nature of my- circumſtances to grant. The conſe- 
quence was, he died at the Cape, and every thing was 
ioſt, Finding myſelf reduced to the utmoſt ſtate of 
diſtreſs, I called a meeting of my creditors, and gave 
them up my all. At preſent I am ſtarving; and all 
I would defire, is to be admitted to be a common por- 
ter in the Eaſt-India houſe, - This would procure 
bread for my wife and myſelf; but, unleſs you would 
be ſo good as to aſſiſt me, I muſt loſe it for ever, 

As an afflicted perſon, as a man whole misfortunes 
have not been occaſioned by any thing that can refle& 
diſhonour on himſelf, let him be permitted to come 
before you as an humble ſupplicant ; my life has been 
innocent and inoffenſive; I have done my duty ta 
my family; and, if I have been unfortunate, it is in 


conſequence of what I conſidered to be a good- natured 


action. Let me beg you will ſend me an anſwer, 
which will greatly oblige, 8 


Honoured Sir, your moſt obedient, 
But diſtreſſed ſervant, 


GEORCE PRITCHARD, 


LETTER 


6 Be oh 
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LE TT E R Cix. 
The Anſwer, 
Dear Sir, 


] Received yours, and am much concerned to hear 
you are reduced to ſuch diſtreſſed circumſtances, 
Iam ſorry, that a multiplicity of buſineſs prevented 
me from calling on you; for I can aſſure you, what- 
ever you think to the contrary, I have never yet for- 
gotton either you or your family. | 

With reſpect to your requeſt, of being admitted a 
common porter in the Eaſt-India houſe, I am afraid 
you have not attended to the nature of that bufineſs, 
It is not enough to call it laborious, it is ſomething 
more; and J am certain, that if you have nothing elle 
to truſt to, it will never ſupport you and your wife. 
Upon a common average, it does not exceed nine 
ſhillings per week; and what 1s that, when all ſorts 
of proviſions are {old at the moſt exorbitant prices? 
But not to keep you in ſuſpenſe, I have ſomething in 
view for you, which joined with a compliance of 
your requeſt, will, I think, ſupport you through old 
age. I have procured you the place of porter in one 
of the tea warehouſes, and I a 0 6 a friend to 
take a chandler's ſhop for you, where your wife may 
conduct the buſineſs; and what part of the houſe you 
do not want yourſelves, you may let out in lodgings. 
With reſpect to what you imagine to have been loſt 
by your brother's death, you may make yourſelf quite 
eaſy; as I ſhall procure for you, all that was due to 
him. And now, my dear Sir, what can I ſay more? 
Call upon me as ſoon as you can; and, be aſſured, 
you ſhall never be in want of a friend while I live, 


Your humble ſervant, | 


Joux HARRISON, 


LETTER 


E VERY OCCURRENCE IN LIFE. 163 


LETTER COX, 


From a young Man. who, in a State of Drunkenneſs, Ns 


lifted to be a Soldier, ta hrs ann: a 1rageſman : in 
London. 


Honoured Six, 
H*? I attended. to your inſtructions which you 


tenderly gave me from time to time, you would 
not have been tronbled with this letter; but repent- 
ance comes when, perhaps, it is too late. On Satur- 
day laſt, I unfortunately got into company with ſome 
drunken fellows, who kept me up all night, and 
in the morning we were all laid hold of by a recruit- 
ing party, who had contrived to put money into our 
pockets while we were lo ſtupid with intoxication, 
that we neither knew where we were nor what we 
were * What a poor thoughtiefs wretch have I 
been! I have deſpiſed the beſt advice that could be 
given; 5 conduct will be the death of my poor mo- 
ther, and I am now the moſt miſerable creature in the 
univerſe, —l am aſhamed ta ſend you this, and yet 
perhaps you will pity me, I find you are ac- 
quainted with Captain Weſt, who commands the 
recruiting party; and, if you would but {peak to him 
in my favour, ſo as to procure my dilcharge, I will 
never for the future keep ſuch compar ny; I will at- 
tend to my buſineſs, and be directed by your inſtruc- 
tions. When I think of what I have done, I abhor 
myſelf, and am aſhamed to look any of my friends 
in the face. I am not yet atteſted, but the captain 
threatens to ſend me to the Savoy, which terrifies me 
much, becauſe I may immediately be ſent abroad. 
Pardon; dear Sir, this firſt fault I have committed, 
and I ſhall for ever be your faithful ſervant; and by 
my future conduct convince you, that your compal- 
10n on an unworthy object, has not been beſtowed in 
vain, Let me beg to hear from you, for I amairaid 
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every moment of their taking me before a juſtice, and 
then it will be difficult to procure my enlargement. 
J am, honoured Sir, 
With fincerity, yours, &c. 


GEORGE HAU EINS. 


E 
Fhe Anſwer. 


George, 


| W ] have long expected has now happened, 


and while I deteſt your unhappy conduct, I 


ſtill pity you. Like the prodigal ſon in the goſpel, you 


was deſirous of filling your belly with the huſks which 
the ſwine fed on; and having diveſted yourſelf of 
the fear of God, you joined yourſelf to a company of 
wretches who glory in their ſhame, All the inftruc- 
tions I gave you, have been like water ſpilt on the 
ground, and I look upon your ruin as compicted, 
Suppoſing I was to interſere in your favour, what rea- 
ſon have I to expect you will ever change your con- 
duct? No, George, I am afraid you are too much 
attached to your graceleſs companions, ever to.return 
to your duty, As young men proceed gradually from 
virtue to vice, fo evil habits are not eaſily ſhaken off. 
You may make profeſſions under your opprelt calamt- 
tous circumitances, and diiregard them as ſoon as you 
are ſet at liberty, I have often told you, that if ever 
you gave yourlelf up to company in alehouſes, you 
would ſink into the groſſeſt vices; you would neglett 
your buſineſs, and live to be deſpiſed by all thoſe. who 
wiſhed to promote your intereſt, 

But, George, that you may have nothing to plead 
in your defence, if ever you ſhould plunge yourſelf 
in the ſame unhappy condition again, I have pro— 
cured your diſcharge, and I will ſtill employ you on 

8 condition 
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condition that you ſpend the evenings at home; for 
it is my fixed reſolution, that no drunkard ſhall reſide 
in my houſe, I know that I am accountable for my 
conduct to my ſervants, and you mutt acknowledge, 
you never yet ſaw any thing in my behaviour from 
avhence you could take an evil example. I have paid 
the money for you to the captain, and if you behave 


as I would have you, 1 will never demand one ſhil- 
ling from you, 


IJ am your ſincere friend, 
JohN BELLAMY, 


0 


L:E T TT ER XII. 


n 


From a Merchantiin London, to one of the Boys belonging 
to Chriſt's Hoſpital, on his going into the Naval Seruice, 


Dear Charles, 


HEN you was left an orphan, I got you ad- 
5 mitted into Chriſt's Hoſpital, where you have 
received an education to qualify you for the ſea. It 
gives me great pleaſure to find that you have not ſpent 
your time in idleneſs, and therefore I have procured 
you a good place-on board one of his majeſty's ſhips of 
war. I may add, that I have recommended you to the 
captain; for whenever 1 begin a good work, I al- 
ways endeavour to ſee it completed. But till, I 
have not yet done; I muſt continue my inftruftions, 
as long as you receive them with docility and cordi- 
ality; while your mind is untainted by vice, I ſhall 
retain ſome hopes of promoting your intereſt, f 

You are now got into a ſmall wooden world; but, 
ſmall as it is, you will find in it all the paſſions, and 
all the vices that are to be found in the kingdom at 
large. The conſideration of theſe things, induces 
me to put you in mind of the neceſlity you are under 
to be upon your guard, Let not any of thoſe on 
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board frighten you from your duty : be not aſhamed 


of religion, for thoſe who honour God, he will ho- 
nour; and theſe that deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly 


eſteemed, You will frequently hear blaſphemous 


oaths repeated: but, inſtead of being contaminated 
by the pernicious infection, conſider, that if you ſeek 
aſhſtance from God, you will have great reaſon to 
expett his gracious protection, in keeping you from 
being led away by the ſtream of pernicious tempta- 


tion. —Are you not daily ſurrounded by innumerable 


dangers? The enemy and the ſea both war againſt 
vou; and, as death preſents itſelf to you on every 
fide, lurely you ought to be prepared for it; for as 
death leaves you, judgment will find you, I was 
ſome time at ſea in my youth, and I have reaſon to 
bleſs God, that no temptation could ever force me to 
blaipheme his name. The pleaſure I enjoyed was in- 
expreſſible, and although often mocked by my grace- 
leſs companions, yet they reſpected me at laſt. I have 


Tent you a few good books, which I hope you will 


peruſe at your leiſure hours; and may God Almighty 
dire& you, and keep you in his fear, that you may 
enjoy his favour, 1 

I am your ſecond parent, 


Tromas HANBURY, 


—_ — — 


LETTER CxXIII. 


From a Sailor on board one of the King's Ships to his 
Wife, 


On board the Tx RRIBLE, in Plymouth-Sound, 

My dear Molly, 
þ \ \ TE have been here ſome time waiting for the 
: admiral, whom we expect every day; and 
in the mean time, we are taking in freſh water and 
yu 43 Proviſions 
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proviſions. Although I happened to be impreſſed, - 


et, whatever many perſons may think, I can aſſure 
ou, that if a ſeaman will do his duty, he necd not 
be afraid of any thing, We have plenty of victuals, 
and good wholeſome beer; and although, when at 
ſea, our proviſions are ſalted, yet as (oon as we arrive 
at a port, all ſorts of treſh proviſions are brought us, 
I have ſixteen pounds to receive, which will be paid 
you'on applying to Mr, Brown, our agent at the 
Navy-Office ; and you may expect to hear again fm 
me, as ſoon as an opportunity offers, Our captain, 
who has behaved like a man of courage and honour , 
has written to a merchant in London, to get dear little 
Tommy into the Blue-coat-Flofpital, where he will 
receive a good education, As for the two young ones, 
you will do for them as well as you can, and [ wi: 
lend you money as often as I can, 1 ſhall not ſpend 
any thing, but for the moſt necellary articles, and 
we are in great hopes of picking up a lew of our 
enemp ships. | 
Let me beg the children may be kept at a day 
ſchool, *till they can read their Bible, and ſhift 
for themſelves: this is all we can do for them; 
and when we come to a death-bed, we fhall have the 
plealure to reflect, that our time in this life has not 
been ſpent in vain, | 


I am your affectionate huſband, 


Joux Mizzex. 


„ T-EROXIV; 
Tie Anſwer. 


Dear Huſband, 


| Received yours, and bleſſed be God you are well. 
The children ſhed tears over their father's letter, 
and prayed that Providence would once more reſtore 
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you to them. I was paid ſixteen pounds by Mr. 


Brown; and ſuch was his generoſity, that he gave 
me back the fees. Tommy is to be admitted into 


the Blue-coat-Hoſpital at Eaſter; and as for the young 


ones, I ſhall take all the care of them you can deſire 


or wiſh, Betty is already in the teſtament, and Polly 


has juſt begun her ſpelling-book : they are good 
children, and they go to church every Sunday, I have 


bought them new ituft gowns, and ſuch other things 
as they were in want of; for you know I mult make 


the beſt uſe of the money, I have three days waſh- 
ing every week, at the houſe of a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood; and he has promiſed to get Betty into 
the charity-{chool. Thus you fee every thing is as 
well as could have been expected, nay, bleſſed be 
God it is no worſe, I hope the Almighty will pre— 
ſerve my dear from all thoſe dangers which he 1s con- 
tinually expoſed to; and reſtore him at laſt to the arms 
of an affectionate wife, and three amiable children, 
Suchis the prayer of one who mult love you for ever, 


LLIZABETI MIZ Zz Ex. 


LETTER CX. 


From a yonng Woman gone to Service in London to fer 
| Lover in the Country, 


Dear Bully, 


I Would have written to you beſore, but our people 


4A have had ſo many viſitors, that I could not ſpare 
time; but now having an opportunity, I ſhall in 
compliance with my promiſe, begin to keep up that 
friendſhip by writing, which was begun while we 
were in the country. The people I am ſettled with 
have treated me with civility; nor can I ſay that they 
exact more from me, than I am able to perform, 
But till I am not altogether pleaſed with my ſituation; 
you 
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vou know it was my conſtant practice to get up in the 
morning by {ix o'clock, and retire to reſt by ten in 
the evening; then I was ht for all the duties of my 
ſtation ; but, alas! what a change has taken place? 
Here we breakfaſt at noon, dine at {even in the aſter- 
noon; then our gentry go out to ſpend the eveningy 
and ſeldom return *till three in the morning. 
This is what J little expected; and J am afra: 5 
that if I continue much longer in this place, me 
health will be injured, for I have already caught cold, 
and I have not an opportunity of taking any thirs 
for it. I wiſh you would conſult with my mother 
what is beſt for me to do; for although I am rather 
unwilling to leave my place, 7 1 know ſhe would 
not deſire me to continue in It upon the ſuppoſition 1 
that I ſhould receive any injury. Let me hear from \ 
you as oon as poſſible, and be affured, that : 


I am fincerely yours, K. 
MaRYW RBALLAR PD. 


| 


L E T T E N XVI. — 
The Anſcoer. is 


Dear Polly, 


Received yours, and the account you give me of 

your ſituation, aftects me more than I am able to | 
expreſs ; but it is what I expected, for when 1 was in 
London, I found my gn circumſtances exactly mi- 
lar to what you have reprelenied, You know I faid 
every thing to diſſuade you from going to London, ! 
but you was fixed in your reſolution, ſo that I did 17 
not chuſe to contradict you. It is certainly the duty 416 
of every young perſon to fez as much of the world as q 


—_—_ 


poſſible; but ſudden changes are ſeldom attended 
with beneficial conſequences. I waited on your mo— 9 
ther, and ſhe is deſirous you would return as ſoon as 0 
you can; and my father is going to ſet me up in a 


P 2 farm, | ; 


— 
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farm, ſo that I cannot ſee what reaſon you can have 
to withhold your hand frem me any longer, I will 
meet you on the road, and I doubt not but we ſhall 
= extremely happy, for it is my delign to make you 

0. 


1 am, dear Polly, | 
Your ſincere lover, 
WIILIA BEtcn, 


ac. a. IS 5 — 
I 


LETTER: CXVIL 
From a young Gentleman in London to his Guardian in 
: the Country, | | 


.O0n DUELLENG. 
Honoured Sir, | 

X THEN I left your family to reſide in the Tem- 

Y Y ple, I promiſed that I would conſult you in 
all caſes of a difficult nature; for as your good advices 
were never yet withheld from thoſe who wanted them, 
ſo I doubt not but you will be ready on every occaſion 
to aſſiſt me. I was a few evenings ago in company 
with ſome young gentlemen, and a diſpute aroſe con- 
cerning the merits of an actreſs, in which I took no 
Part ; but one of the gentlemen challenged the other, 
and next morning they fought a duel in Hyde-Park, 
The conſequences were not fatal; but the next time 
I ſaw them, I endeavoured to diſſuade them from ſuch 
a practice, as inconſiſtent with moral duty, and totally 
_ oppoſite to the Chriſtian religion. But how great was 
my ſurpriſe, when I found them treating all I ſaid 
with ridicule, and even contempt: they told me, 
that I had not the ſpirit of a gentleman, whoſe duty 
it is to reſent every injury, even at the expence of 
his own life, Strange thought I; am I not commanded 
to forgive injuries; and as my life was not given by 
myſelf, ſo I can have no right to ſport with it, at the 
expence of injuring my conſcience and 1 1 my 
„ Cod: 


* 
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God. However, they ſtill inſiſt, that if I refuſe to 


fight a duel when another injures my honour, or 
traduces the character of the perſon whom I reſpect, 
then I ſhall be conſidered as a coward, and driven 


as a poltroon out of every polite circle. Let me beg 


* 


to hear from you as ſoon as you receive this, for I am 
led into a ſtate of doubting, to which I was a ſtranger 
I am, honoured Sir, | 
Yours dutifully, 
. 


- . 1 
2 — 1 * 


ts 
OR Inn” 


LETTER CxviII. 


The Anſwer... 


Dear Sir, 
A LTHOUGH I was much engaged in buſineſs 
when your letter arrived, yet I would not delay 
one moment in ſending you an anſwer. Little did l 
imagine that ever you could have any doubts in your 
mind, concerning the horrid practice of duelling ; 
but I am ſorry to find from your own account, thas 
by the keeping bad company you are in the high 
way to ruin, Jo believe the obligation of a moral 
or religious duty, and at the fame time to trifle with 
it as a matter of ſpeculation, ſerves only to point aut 
that there is no wickedneſs but men will practiſe, 
if by perverſion of reaſon they can ſtifle the agonizing 
pains of a guilty conſcience. Whenever I hear of a 
perſon beginning to doubt of the truth of moral ob— 
ligation, I give him up as loſt. The change indeed is 
not ſudden, but gradual; and ruin is generally the 
conſequence, The young man who has received 3 
virtuous education, and contrads an acquaintance with 
rakes, whole time is ſpent in extolling plays, and rt. 
diculing religion; their converſation wears grads... 
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ally off from his mind, every virtuous ſentiment | and 
the crimes he would have ſhuddered at before, While 
he continued in a regular courle of duty, appear to 
him as no worſe than trifling follies. He mocks 
at religion with his profane companions; he conſiders 
himſelf as ſet at liberty from every tyrannical reſtraint; 
he rejoices that religion is no more than a fable, while, 
at the ſame time, he is forging chains to confine him- 
ſelf down to everlaſting miſery, Be aſſured, my dear 
Sir, I have ſeen inſtances of theſe things; and unleſs 
you detach yourſelf from your gracelels companions, 
you will become a diſhonour to your family; you will 
bring inſamy upon yourſelf in time, and promote 
your everlaſting ruin in eternity. I ſhall confider the 
remainder of your letter in my next, and in the mean 


time, 
I am, dear Sir, | 
| Your ſincere well-wifher, 
Grorce Parval., 
LETTER -:CXIX; 
Frem the Same to the Same. 
Dear Sir, 


1 Come now to the ſecond part of your letter, 
namely, that which relates to duelling, or, in other 
words, genteel murder. Don't be ſurpriſed at the ex- 
reſſion, for whatever you may think to the contrary, 
1 very well convinced that it deſerves no better 
name. Every Chriſtian is commanded to forgive in- 
juries, and to love his enemies; to do as he would be 
done by; and to conſider it as more noble to ſubdue 
the firſt emotions of anger, than to give vent to ungo- 
vernable paſſions, to expoſe his own ſoul and body to 
danger, or deprive his friend of his life. Does a 
3uthan challenge you to fight? tell him that you muſt 


\ not 


. 
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not fight, unleſs called to it in the way of duty, 
Conſider whether it is not more honourable to ſub- 
mit to trifling affronts, than to plunge a ſword into 


the heart of your neighbour, You mention honour, | 


and honour is the hobby-horſe of every one who is 


unacquainted with it, It is like a proſtitute pretend- 


ing to have modeſty, or a thief to have honeſty, 
True honour, Sir, conſiſts in doing our duty in pri- 
vate life, and then extending the influence of our 
example to the community at large. It is the duty 
of a man of honour to forgive an injury; it is the cha- 
rafter of a profligate to reſent it. Am I to hazard 


my eternal {alvation, becauſe I am called a fool or a 


blockhead ? No, Sir: our Saviour was called by the 
moſt opprobious names, while he was going about 
doing good, and mocked when he laid down his life 


for a guilty world. How different the character of 


the duelliſt! I have often wiſhed that we had a law 
amongſt us, obliging every perſon who ſends a chal- 
lenge to another, to pay a fine of five hundred pounds, 
or be committed to the houſe of correction for one 
year; nay, I would have the duelliſt, who kills his 
friend, hanged up in chains on the ſpot where the 
murder was committed, and all his perſonal eſtate 
confiſcated for the benefit of the poor. Let me beg, 
Sir, that I may hear no more from you on this ſub- 
ject: keep no more company with ſuch wretches as 
you have deſcribed: attend to what I taught you in 


your tender years, and then you will have reaſon to 
bleſs me for this advice. 


I ani, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate guardian, 


GORCE PARval, 


LETTER 
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LETTER: CXX, 


From a young Gentleman to a Friend. 
"On MEMORY: : 


Dear Sir, 

[ Haveoften wondered how you can remember every 
thing you read ; for no ſooner do I perule a work 
than I forget it. You have often told me, there is 


- ſuch a thing as an artificial memory; but as I did 


not rightly comprehend your meaning, I took no fur- 
ther notice of what you ſaid, which probably has in- 


| duced you to look upon me as one who paid no re- 


gard to your inſtructions. I hope, however, you will 
think more favourably of me, and continue that 
friendſhip which we contratted ſome years ago, In- 
deed it grieves me much to think that I have read 
authors, whom I often hear quoted in company, but 
can ſeldom repeat a ſingle paſſage in them. I tell 


my companions: that I have read ſuch and ſuch a 
book, but when they deſcend to particulars, I am 
loſt in ignorance and darkneſs, What, my dear 
friend, is this owing to? Or. why ſhould I read 


to forget? Let me beg you will give me your opinion 


on this ſubject, for I cannot bear the thoughts of go- 


ing through the world as an animal being, without 
memory, reflection, or judgment. Lam afraid I have 


not made a judicious Choice of books, but have read 


whatever preſented itſelf to me without order or me- 
thod. Whatever you dictate ſhall be ſacredly ad- 


hered to by me; and happy ſhall I conſider myſelf, 


if I can but enjoy thoſe pleaſures which many do, in 


conſequence of their remembering the beautiful pat- 
ſages in thoſe authors they have read, 


I am, dear Sir, yours reſpeRfully, 
A. B. 


L E TT ER. 
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The Anſwer, 
Dear Sir, 

Received yours, and am not much ſurpriſed at 
the complaint you have made with reſpect to the 
want of memory, eſpecially as you have not adhered 
to any fixed plan of reading. Reading every book 

juſt as it comes to hand, is like a perſon ſwallowin 
down twenty different ſorts of victuals in a day. The 
one creates a foulneſs in the ſtomach, which gene- 
rally ends in a Coniumption; the other diſcompoles 
the rational faculties, and makes learning itlelf (one 
of the greateſt ornaments of human life) a nuiſance, 
inſtead of a real advantage, In peruſing books of 
hiſtory, you muſt take .memorandums of the molt. 
ſtriking incidents; and theſe you mult arrange in 
ſuch a manner, as to be able to refer to them on 
every occaſion, In poetry, conſider the ſubje& mat- 
ter the author has in view; and having read a pal- 
tage two or three times over with care and attention, 
you will remember it at your leiſure, hours, and be 
enabled to repeat it in converſation, I am ſorry we 
have not in our language ſo much as the plan of a 
common-place-book, to aſſiſt the memory; for ſuch 
as have been publiſhed under that title do not deſerve 
the name. During the fourth century of Chriſtianity, 
it was common to repeat the acts of our Saviour and 
his apoſtles in verſe, which made a laſting impreſſion 
on the minds of the hearers ; and this ſeems to have 
been the practice in latter times, for we are told in 
the life of Grotius, that he compoſed the principles of 
the Chriſtian religion in verſe, and had them ſung in 
the ſtreets of the moſt capital cities in Holland, I 
have often wiſhed that until ſuch time as we can pro- 
cure the plan of a common-place-book, this prattice 
was to be a little more attended to; for a man wall 
| remember many things written in agreeable ene 
Wich 
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| which in proſe would be forgotten, Language is the 


ſame, whether in proſe or in verſe; and tranſlators 
may make ule of either, ſo as they do no injury to the 
original.“ I jhall at all times be ready to give you 
what inſtructions lay in my power; but you muſt ex- 


cuſe me when I tell you, that unleſs you think while 


you read, your reading will be but of little ſervice, 
I am, dear Sir, yours ſincerely, 
H. Bowtsx, 


F? 
—— 


LET TFN Eni. 


From a young Man, a Soldier in the Militia, to bis 


Father in Yorkſhures 
Honoured Sir, 


X I Had not an opportunity of ſeeing you fince I was 


drawn into the militia ; for the regiment marched 
within a few days after, We are now encamped, and 


I can aſſure you that whatever little difficulties we 


may have to ſtruggle with, yet when I conſider every 
thing, I have no reaſon to complain, Had I refuled to 
engage in defence of the injured rights of my country, 
I might have remained in Yorkthire as an idle drone ; 
but now I have ſome comfort, in confidering that I 
am engaged in the way of my duty. We have prayeis 
and a ſermon every Sunday in the camp, and our colo— 
nel has ordered a Bible to be given to each of us. 
Nothing but regularity takes place; and as for curſing 
and ſwearing, which you always cautioned me againſt 


bh — 


* We would beg leave to recommend to young people in par- 


_ ticular, the following work, which forms a valuable epitome ot 
divine revelation, The Hiſtory of the Bible in Verſe, as contained in 


the Old and New Teſtaments, with occaſional notes, including a 
conciſe relation of the ſacred hiſtory from the creation to the times 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles: and com- 


prehending all the memorable tranſactions of upwards of ſour 
thouſand years. By John Fellows, It is now publiſhing in 16 S1x- 


penny numbers, adorned with beautiful copper-plates elegantly en- 
graved, or in 4 neat pocket volumes, price only. 20s. neatly bound. 
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we know nothing of it. Why then, Sir, ſhould L 
complain ? The ' great and good colonel Gardener, 
who had a paternal eſtate of his own, cheerfully laid 
down his life for the rights of his country; and al- 
though I am only a private ſoldier, yet if I do my 
duty, may I not expect that my reward will in pro- 
portion be equal to his? Upon the whole, I think 
that theſe three years ſervitude may be attended with 
the moſt beneficial conſequences, if I improve them 
in a proper manner, Give my duty to my mother and 
love to my ſiſters, and beg they will continue to re- 
member me, | 


- I am, honoured Sir, 
| Your dutiful ſon, 
Joux Mirks. 


LETTER XXII. 
35 0 Father's Anſwer, 
Dear Jacky, 


J Received yours, and am gladto hear that you are 
1 ſo well reconciled to the hardſhips of a life, the 
moſt honeſt and honourable that you could have em- 
braced, I have often wondered, why people ſhould 
find fault with a military life. The life of a Chriſ- 
tian is compared to that of a ſoldier; for the apoſtle 
Paul tells us, that he had fought the good fight of faith, 
Many of the moſt eminent perſons among the primi- 
tive Chriſtians were ſoldiers, and ſome of them cheer- 
fully laid down their lives for the truth, as it is re- 
vealed to us in the Sacred Scriptures, The father of 
the great St, Auſtin was a ſoldier ; Conſtantine the 
great was a Roman general, before he embraced the 
Chriſtian religion; and Jovian, the emperor, did 
not conſider it as a diſhonour to look up to the Di- 
vine Being for ſucceſs, before he engaged in any mi- 
litary exploits, Religion, my dear boy, 1s the grand 

ornament 


mi ee — groom error 
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ornament of human life, and where can you make it 


appear with a more beautiful, a more diſtinguiſhing 
luſtre, than in faithfully diſcharging the duties of a 
military life? There is one thing, however, I muſt 


caution you againſt ; namely, a connection with thoſe 
in the camp whom you will find given up, as it were, 
to all forts of wickedneſs. My dear lad, never for- 
get that you are an accountable being, and therefore 


the more profanity you hear in company, you ought 
to be the more on your guard, Glorious indeed 


muſt the character of thole perſons appear in the 
ſight of Heaven, who by putting their truſt in the 
23 of God, and ſeeking his aſſiſtance, have 


een able to reſiſt the force of temptation. May every 
bleſſing attend my dear ſon, and when he has ſerved 


his country according to the appointed time by law, 


may he be reſtored to his indulgent parents, is the fin- 
cere wiſh of a father who loves him. 


GEORGE Mitts, 


VA. 


LETTER CXXIV. 


From a young Woman, who had been ſeduced, to he- 


aged Father in the Country, 
Ever honoured Father, | 


D UT, alas! why do I make uſe of ſuch a ſacred 
name? I have trampled upon all your com- 


mands, and have forſaken both you and my God. I 


have brought my mother's grey hairs with ſorrow to 


the grave; and although there can be no doubt but 


ſhe is in a ſtate of happineſs, yet how can I forgive 
myſelf for the trouble I gave her, when, conſiſtent 


with my duty, I ſhould have been her comfort, Ah! 


Sir, why was I born? Was it to diſhonour you, or 
to ruin my own precious and immortal ſoul? Yes, 
Sir, and I am afraid both ſoul and body are ruined. 
But is there no mercy with my God? Can I expect 
| | no 
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no forgiveneſs from a once indulgent parent. In an 
unguarded moment I complied with the deſires of a 
villain, and, conſiſtent with the whole of his character, 
no ſooner had he in all reſpects completed my ruin, 
than he triumphed over my weakneſs, But will my 
dear father ſhut up the bowels of his compaſſion againſt 
a guilty, though a penitent daughter? Did not you once 
love me, while in a ſtate of the pureſt innocence ? 
And will you not be my friend in a ſtate of diſtreſs? 
Remember, Sir, that I am {till your child let my offence 
be ever ſo great. Take me once more into the arms 
of your parental affection, and the whole of my life 
ſhall be one continued act of obedience. . I have none 
but you to apply to, and let me beg your anſwer may 
not drive me to deſpair, | 


I am, ever honoured Sir, 
Your afllited daughter, 
Maxy WiLsoN, 


om 


LETTER CXXV. 
The Father's Anſwer, 


Dear Child, 155 | 
TP there joy, my dear, in heaven over one ſinner that 
A repenteth, more than over ninety and nine perſons 
who need no repentance? Has God ſent the fon of 
his love to die for mortals? Has he ſet open the 
gates of ſalvation for ſinners? And muſt I refuſe ex- 
tending my compaſſion to a beloved though an of- 
fending daughter? Gracious God forbid ! may never 
ſuch a ſentiment take place in my mind. It was my 
principal ſtudy to bring you up in the fear of God ; 
and although you have once yielded to the force of 
temptation, yet I know we are all frail creatures; and, 
therefore, as we expect mercy from the Divine Being, 
ſo we ought to do as we would be done by, Let = 
| | * the 
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the conſideration of any thing that has happened 
induce you to conſider me as your enemy; no, my 
dear, I am your real friend, I am your father, and 
I have arms of compaſſion extended to receive you, 
Let me therefore beg you will come to me, no faults 
{hall be remembered: and in conſequence of your 
_ mother's death, you ſhall be miſtreis of my houſe, 
for I will never give you a ſtep-mother. Do not, my 
dear, mention deſpair, for in ſuch caſes, I am afraid 
there 1s but little hope of pardon, Come to my in- 
dulgent arms, and I ſhall never think of your having 
been guilty of a fault, I have been guilty of errors; 
I muſt look up to the Divine Being for pardon, and 
why then ſhould I not pardon you? Yes, my dear, I 
do it with a cheerful heart; and let me beg to ſee you 
as ſoon as you receive this, becaule every thing is 
prepared for your reception, and you will find your 
life agreeable, | 
I am, dear child, your affectionate father, 
Joux Witsoxs, 
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LE K F n OXXVL 
The young Woman's Anſwer to her Father. 


Ever honoured Sir, | 

OU have often told me in the days of my inno- 

...4 cence, that thoſe who intend to act uprightly, have 
reaſon to expect the divine favour; and altho' I may 
be juſtly conſidered as unworthy of it, yet a circum- 
ſtance has taken place, which I hope will be for my 
advantage, and give ſome comfort to my aged parent, 
Mr. Serle, the curate of our pariſh, was a few even- 
ings ago in company with Mr. Brown, by whoſe 
vile inſinuating arts I was firſt ſeduced ; and the wor- 
thy clergyman repreſented his guilt to him in ſuch 
| lively colours, that next morning he brought a licence, 
| and we were married, I have great reaſon to hope 
that Mr, Brown will make a good huſband, for he 1s 
nov 


EVERY OCCURRENCE IN LITE. 163 


now convinced of his folly, and only waits for your 
| bleſſing. He is in a good way of bulinels, and there- 
fore I think myſelf extremely happy. We ſhall wait 
upon you in a few days, ſo that I mult beg you 
will not upbraid him with any thing that 1s paſt : 
as a reparation has been made for the injury done 
me, let all. be forgotton, that I may {till have an 
opportunity of living in the world in a creditavle 
manner, Receive us, my dear father, with open 
arms of affection; and then you will have the plea- 
{ing reflection in your mind, that you have, by one 
akt of generoſity, relcued an unhappy couple from 
nleſtruction. | | 


I am, ever honoured Sir, 
Your affectionate daughter, 


Mary Brown, 


From a Father of a young Family to a Gentleman of 
conſiderable Rank, 
Honoured Sir, mo ; 
B OUT ten years ago, when I married, you 
acted to me the part of a real friend, and by 


ſetting me up in buſineſs, enabled me to provide for 
my family; but, alas! a variety of circumſtances 


have ſince that time, and indeed very lately, taken- 


place, that without your advice, and the aſſi ſtance of 
worthy generous perſons, I ſhall become a molt mi- 
ſerable object, and my children be left unprovided 
for. The truth is, my wife died about two mornths 
ago, and the affliction I have been under on that me- 
lancholy occaſion has preyed ſo much on my {p'rits, 


that I did not attend properly to buſineſs, 'till forced 


to it by neceſſity, and then I found my affairs very 
much embarraſſed. My wife did not keep a proper 
account of what articles ſhe fold on credit, ſo that it 
2. 13 
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15 not in my power to recover many things due to me; 
and you know my {mall place in the Cuſtom-Houſe 
prevented me from giving a conſtant attendence to 
my ſhop. 1 ſee nothing leſs than miſery before me; 


I am too poor to become a bankrupt, even if I had 


an inclination to be ſo; but all the horrors of a priſon 


preſent themſelves to my view. What can I do, Sir, 


in a priſon? There I ſhall be buried from the world ; 
there I cannot work, and while 1 am there my poor 
children will ſtarve. I dare not ſolicit you, for any 
pecuniary gratification, having received much of that 
already; but ſtill, in Chriſtian charity, I may beg 
you would adviſe me how to act. I have ſent encloſed 
the ſtate of my affairs; and, upon the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, 
it will be found that I have not made uſe of a ſingle 
falſhood, I would call upon you, but cannot without 


your permiſſion, which I hope, from your well known 


good nature, you will not refuſe to grant. 
J am, honoured Sir, 
Reſpectfully, although afflicted, 
Sincerely yours, 


RIichARD PRICE, 


L. E TT ER CXXVIII. 
The Anfwer, 


Dear Six, 


I Received your letter, and the contents have affected 
me much, I was in hopes that you and your wife 
had conducted things in ſuch a prudent manner that 


2 a ſufficient proviſion would have been made for your 


family. It was in order to promote ſo defirable an 
end that I procured you a place in the Cuſtom- 
Fuſe; but now I find that all my endeavours to ſerve 


you have been of no manner of ule, . 
| | 4 
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do not accuſe you of criminality; for when give | 


advice I am always tender, leſt the advice itſelf ſhould 
defeat its own intention; and make the man unhappy 
whom I thought it my duty to ſerve. The encloſed 
ſtate of your affairs is melancholy indeed; for I find 
you have neither a capital to carry on buſineſs, nor 
ſufficiency to pay your debts, and your place in the 
Cuſtom-Houſe will not ſupport you under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, You alk for my advice, and that ſhall 
be readily granted; I only wiſh it could be attended 
with beneficial conſequences, ſo as to. preſerve you 
from ruin and promote the intereſt of your family. 
The accounts you have ſent me of your wife's neglect 
in keeping proper accounts, ſhould have been attended 
to long ſince; for ſurely you muſt have had occation 
to make up payments before, and had you attended 
in a proper manner to your books, you would have 


found where the miſtakes lay, before it was too late to 


rectiſy them. 1 would have you to ſummons a meeting. 


of your creditors, and as I am one 1 ſhall attend. 


Give up, without reſerve, all you have to them, and 
I ihall endeavour to procure you time for the payment 
of the remainder. Whatever is ſpent at the meeting, 
] will pay for, and I will repurchale all you have, in 
order to {ct you up again in buſineſs. My conduct in 
ſuch an important affair will influence the reſt of the. 
creditors, and then I doubt not of ſecing you as well 
letticd in buſineſs as ever, 


J am, Sir, yours, 


K; . 


. ER CXXIX; 
From a young Man impriſoned for Debt, defiring to be 
reconciled to an aged Aunt, whom he had offended. 
Honoured Madam, 


1 with compaſſion to the ſubſcription of this 


letter, written from 2 diſmal priſon by a wicked 


young man, on whoſe education you lpent bothtimeand 


Q 3 Pairs, 


—— AM aca 
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pains, although he has not treated you with that gra- 
titude which was his duty. The truth is, dear aunt, 
my eyes are now opened, and with ſhame I ſee my 
folly, my miſery, my ruin, To whom, while I am 
ſtarving with cold and hunger, can I apply but to you, 
Is there no mercy for a penitent prodigal? I am wil- 
ling, nay, deſirous to return to the paths of virtue; 
but am I to receive no favour ? be honoured with no 
ſort of protection? nor treated with common hu- 
manity ? I read yeſterday the parable of the prodigal 
ſon, who in conlequence of his contrition, his ſenſe 
of his former follies and his reſolution of amendment, 
was received with open arms of reconciliation by his 
father, And why, my dear aunt, will not you pity 
me? I am as much aſhamed when I reflect on my 
former conduct in life, as you can be to hear my ac- 
tions repeated: but when God offers pardon to re- 
penting ſinners, why ſhould we withhold ourcharitable 
aſſiſtance from each other? Conſider me, although 
ſenſible of my folly, yet in the high road to deſtruc- 
tion. From the morning to the evening, and even 
during the whole of the night, I hear nothing beſides 
curling, ſwearing, blaſphemy, and obſcenity, While 
I think of my duty as a fincere penitent, I am tempt- 
ed, in order to avoid the imputation of ſingularity, 
to approve of what 1s ſaid by thoſe who have not the 
fear of God before their eyes. Extend your benevo- 
lence, dear aunt, in order to extricate me from this 
wretched ſtate of confinement, which cannot be called 
better than gell upon earth, The remainder of my 
| life ſhail convince you of my ſincerity, and the bleſſing 

of him who was ready to periſh will be your everlaſt- 
ing portion, „ 


I am, honoured Madam, 


Your unhappy nephew, 


GEORNCE WALLIS, 


LETTER 


EVERY OCCURRENCE IN LITE. 
HE £4 E R cxxx. 
Tie Anſwer, 
Unhappy Gong 


Received your letter, and read it with that atten- 


tion which the ſerious nature of the ſubject pointed 
out to me; and although you ſeem to imagine that 
I am unaffected with your preſent miſerable ſituation; 
although you think me devoid of bowels of compaſ- 
ſion, yet in both you are miſtaken; for I know how 
to forgive the follies, the vices of youth; to receive 
with the utmoſt cheerfulneſs the returning prodigal, 
and to point out to the ſincere penitent a line of ſub- 
ſequent. duty, Your being arreſted and thrown into 
priſon, is what I expected long beſore the melan- 


choly event took place. That your miſery is great 


I cannot doubt, I wiſh I was as well convinced of the 


ſincerity of your repentance. Profeſſions of virtuous | 


reſolutions made during a ſtate of confinement are 
ſeldom ſincere, and as ſeldom do they take place in 
the condutt of the perſon who has been fet at liberty. 
Afflictions may have brought you to a ſenſe of your 
paſt follies, but under that affliction has any amend- 
ment of life taken place? Affliction may have in- 
duced you to deſpiſe the conduct of your abandoned 
companions; but, if ſet at liberty, would not you 
chuſe to herd with them again? You declare that it 
is horrid, to be a conſtant ear witneſs to the blaſphe- 
mous expreſſions made uſe of in priſon ; but, if at li- 
berty, would not you join yourſelf to wretches, who, 


diveſted of the fear of God, make uſe of the ſame 


expreſſions? I am afraid you would: however, as I 
would not be cenſorious, but give all the encourage- 
ment in my power to the perſon who declares himſelf 
aſhamed of his former conduct, ſo I have ſent an or- 
der for the payment of your debts; and you will re- 
ceive as much as will equip you in a proper manner, 
to ſee me: but let me beg you will leave your 

oaths 
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oaths and blaſphemy in the priſon, and when you, 


come out of ſight of London, forget every place where 
your manners were contaminated, and where you was 
firſt ſeduced from your duty to God, to your . 
your friends, and yourſelf, 


Jam your affectionate aunt, 


ARABELLA WALKER, 


LETTER CXXXI. 


From a Farmer in the Country to lus Landlord : 
London, 
Hynoured Sir, 
F OR a gentleman of your rank to comply with a 


ſingle requeſt made by a poor man, whote fa— 


mily have received many benefits from you, is a great 


favour indeed, if complied with; and if neglected, 
it ſhall be ſubmitted to with becoming reſignation. 
The firſt thing I have to mention 1s, that the crop 
this Year has been exceedingly barren, ſo that it will 
not be in my power to pay the rent before Chriſtmas, 
In that relpect, I doubt not but you will ſympathize 


with me, and write to your ſteward to grant me 


time: but I have another thing to mention; my ſon 
Jack, whom you have often treated with tenderneh, 
has ſome thoughts of going to the Eaſt-Indies, and 


1 ſhould be under many obligations, if you could 


procure him a proper place; he knows but little of 
the nature of the ſervice, but your knowledge and 
your benevolence are capable to direct him. 2 vould 
have ſent him to London for your advice, but as it 
will be ſome time before the Eaſt-India ſhips fail, ſo 
I ſhall have time to receive your anſwer, I muſt a 
further, that there are but two years remaining ot 
my leaſe, and your ſteward has intimated to perſons 


in the neighbourhood, that the rent is to be raiſed, 
1 hope this is not true, for your ever honoured 3 


ld 
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told me, that while I ated as an honeſt man, my 
rent ſhould never be raiſed, nor ſhould I be turned 
out of the poſſeſſion of that farm which my father 
enjoyed, and where I firſt drew my breath, I doubt 
not, Sir, but you will conſider what I have ſaid in a 
proper manner, and whatever you preſcribe ſhall be 


obeyed by me, | 


I am, honoured Sir, 
Yours in all humility, 
TuonuAs Hopes. 


— 


LETTER cxxx!I. 
The Anſwer, | 


Farmer Hodges, | 


O U have preſented me with no leſs than three 
1 requeſts, and I ſhall _— with them as far as 
lays in my power; I mean the ſecond, for with re- 
{pe& to the firſt and the laſt, I can do as I pleaſe, 
Now, Sir, in regard to the ſeaſon; Iam no ſtranger 
to it, and ſo far am I from exacting your rent at the 
appointed time, that I will give you fix months 
longer to pay it than you have deſired. Your ſecond 
requeſt, with reſpe& to your ſon, may be attended 
with ſome difficulty, and yet I doubt not but I ſhall 
accompliſh it, I would have him to go out in the 
ſtation of a writer; and, if the climate ſhould agree 
with his conſtitution, he will bid fair to procure a 
| conſiderable fortune. Heavens grant it may not be 
the wages of iniquity! A curſe attends ill-gotten 
| riches, and the avaricious man often reads his guilt. 
in his puniſhment, When you ſend your ſon to Lon- 
don, I ſhall give him proper inſtructions, v1 I doubt 
not of procuring him a very good place, Laſtly, you 

| ſeem to think that my ſteward will advance your rent 
on the renewal of your leaſe: be not unealy on 
that account; my ſteward is my ſervant, and he can- 
not 
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not do any thing to injure you without my conſent, 
which be aſſured ſhall never be granted. I reſpett 
what you mention concerning my dear father; but 


conſider that I am an accountable being as well as he, 


My father has left me a pious example; but inſtead 
of confining myſelf to it in a {laviſh manner, I hope 
to alpire beyond it. Let parents teach their children; 
but let children endeavour to become both wiſer and 


| better than their parents. Upon the whole, I am your 


ſincere friend: and as a proof of that honeſt friendſhip, 


I have ſent ſome ſmall preſents to your children, 


Yours, 
Cuantrs Tonks. 


TTT 


A 


From 4 young Tradeſman in London to his Uncle in 


the Country. 
Honoured Sir, 8 
A LTHOUGH I brought your diſpleaſure upon 
me, for marrying before the expiration of my 
wa 3 yet as my wife is one of the moſt 
virtuous, prudent young women that ever lived, ſo I 
doubt not but you will forgive me. Ever ſince I ſet 
up in buſineſs, although much pinched for want of a 
little money to carry it on, yet I have not contracted 
one ſhilling of debt beſides what I can pay; and if 


my capital was a little more enlarged, I ſhould be 
able to undertake ſeveral conſiderable jobs, which I 


would endeavour to conduct with prudence, and I 
doubt not but I ſhould be well paid. You often ge- 


_ nerouſly promiſed, that if ever I married to your ia- 


tisfaction, vou would give me ſomething to aſſiſt me: 


and ſurely, Sir, if I have diſpleaſed you, the event 


has juſtified my choice; and perhaps my circumſtances 
are much better, and my life more happy, than if | 


had marricd a wife with ten thouſand pounds. | 


have 
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have loſt no time; I keep no company but where my 
buſineſs requires it ; my wife is not one of thoſe who 
will take part in the faſhionable follies of this world; 
and then may not expetta bleſſing on our endeavours? 
I muſt not beg any thing from you; but let me hope, 
that I may yet have the happineſs to be reconciled 
to your favour, To pardon the guilty (if I have 
been ſo) is the darling attribute of the Deity; and 
I doubt not but you, who have practiſed a courſe of 
religious duties, will yet countenance a young man, 
whom you once treated with tenderneſs, 


I am, honoured Sir, 


Your atlectionate nephew, 
8. M. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
The Anſwer, 


Dear Sammy, 
T is true, that when you married ſo young I was 
1 much offended, for this juſt reaſon, that I ima- 
gined you had completed your own ruin, which was the 
more ſurpriſing to me, becauſe you had been always 
virtuous before, It is, however, with peculiar plea- 
' Ture, I hear that you have been ſucceſsful; and to 
convince you of my tenderneſs, I have deſired Mr. 
Hogg, to advance you as much money as you can 
reaſonably deſire, to enable you to carry on buſineſs. 
Conſider, that if God in his providence has bleſſed 
you with a virtuous partner for life, you will have 
much to anſwer for, if you do not attend to your duty, 
When Appelles, the famous painter, drew the figure 
of an artiſt, he always repreſented him with tools in 
his hands; thereby inſinuating in a ſtriking manner, 
that the man who has been brought up to buſineſs, 
ſhould never be idle. A tradeſman ſhould be induſ- 
trious, but he ſhould not place his confidence in his 
induſtry, 6 I will do every thing that is right,” ſays 
| a great 
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a great man, „ but I will look to heaven for a 

6 bleſling.” In vain, my dear Sammy, do we riſe 
ſoon or fit up late, unleſs God beſtows his bleſſing, 
and commands his life-giving favour, Riches pro- 


Cured without a dependance on Divine Providence, 
have a ſecret curſe lodged within them: they may 


give a man the enjoyment for ſome time of the afflu. 
ence of life, but they will never convey peace of 
conſcience, or make him happy in eternity, Be in- 
duſtrious in your buſineſs; 15 tender to your wife; 
and be indulgent to your children: but ſtill remem- 
ber, that riches will never make you happy, unleſs 
the divine favour is ſtamped upon them. You will 
meet with loſſes, but they are the unavoidable lot of 
every man in trade; and as you know I am no ſtranger 


to buſineſs, ſo I think this advice coming from one 
of ſome experience, ſhould not be deſpiſed : but as I 
am obliged to be abſent a few days from my family, 
I ſhall ſend you what Ii further intended in my next. 


I am, dear Sammy, your affe ctionate uncle, 
$M 


LETTER CXXXV, 
From the Same in Continuation, 


Dear Sammy, 5 

Have received a letter from Mr. Hogg, who in- 
1 forms me, that he has paid the money I ordered, 
and taken your bond, which I ſhall ſuffer to remain in 
full force, 'till I ſee in what manner you conduct 
yourſelf, and if your conduct is to my ſatisfaction, 
the bond ſhall be cancelled ; and perhaps when I am 
no more in this world, you will find' that I never ne- 
glected your intereſt. But this leads me to what I had 


further to ſay on a ſubje& which I think is important. 
There is nothing more common among tradeſmen in 


London, than to keep their country houſes, and make 


parties of pleaſure in their coaches and four on bet 
= ITE ays. 
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days. This was not always the faſhion, for I can re- 0 
member the time, when merchants and tradeſmen 1 
went to church twice every Sunday, and ſpent the 
evenings at home with their familics, ces 
Can any thing be more rational than that of ſetting 
apart ſome of our time for the worſhip of the Supreme | 
| Being? Is he not the God of creation and providence; 8 
and has he not a right to our ſervices? We cannot | 
add to his perfections, but we can ſhewC ourſelves to bs 
his humble ſfo.:owers, by complying with every com- 
manded duty. I would therefore advile you, when 
the buſineſs of the day is over, to ſpend ſome time 
with your family in cheerful converſation, and never 
to frequent public houſes, unlels you are obliged to 
do it in the way of buſineſs, On every Saturday 
evening ſettle your books, that you may know how 
much you are indebted, and what you have to anſwer 
the demands of your creditors. On Sunday morning 
call your family together, and put them in mind of 
the obligations they are under to attend divine worſhip; 
go together to the church, and let your own example 
teach your ſervants to behave in a decent, reverend 
manner: and further, never let your example lead 
them to the fields, to ſpend the afternoon in extrava- 
gance and Giilipation; but ſtill give them leave to fol- 
low their own inclinations, for I am fully convinced, 
your example will work more powerfully upon them, 
than either exhortations or inſtructions. Viſit your 
neighbours in a friendly manner, and even invite 
them to your own houſe ; but in this be cautious, for 
too much company is the ruin of buſineſs, By acting 
coniſient with theſe prudential rules, you may expect. 
as much ſucceſs as is conſiſtent with the order of Di- 


| vine Providence, and further you have no reaſon to 1 

hope. | | 

I am, dear Sammy, | KF 
| | | | Your affectionate uncle, | 
"© I 
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From a young Man, ſeltled as a Clerk to a Banker in 
London, to has Father in the Country, 0 


Honoured Sir, 


HAN KS be to God and to you, that I am 
now agreeably ſettled: it was my wiſh always 
to be ſo, and now it has taken place. I have hxty 
pounds a year allowed me, and I board at the houſe of 
your old friend Mr, Watſon, who treats me with every 
fort of-indulgence. He would be glad to ſee you in 
London, but I often tell him that I have no hopes 
of your coming, becauſe of your having been ſo long 
afflicted with the Gout. My buſineſs is indeed labort- 
dus, and much is intruſted to my care, in conlequence 
of the ſecurity I procured by your letter of recommen- 
dation; but I take pleaſure in doing my duty, which 
I hope will not diſpleaſe you. I ſhall, I hope, at- 
tend to the inſtructions you have given me from time 
to time; and although my dear father's bones ſhould 
be conſigned to the ſilent grave, yet I have no doubt 
of meeting with him in heaven, I keep no company 
in the evenings, but retire to my lodgings, and ſpend 
the time either in converſation or reading. This courſe 
of life has become fo plealing to me, that I know not 
what I could exchange for it, I am rather ſorry that 
before I left the country, I did not make myſelf bet- 
ter acquainted with accounts, but that I ſhall endea- 
your to do at my leiſure hours.“ | 
I am, honoured Sir, your dutiful ſon, 
Joun MasoNn, 


* Bett:ſeorth's New Tables of Intereſt are the beſt ever yet contrived 
for the atliitance of baaukers and tradeſmen in general, in caſting u 

their accotuns; and by ballanging the intereit, to point out the ail 
ference betwe-n debtor and creditor, Mr. Betteſworth is alſo the 
author of another little book, exceedingly well calculated for ſhop- 
. keepers, and entitled, The Univerſal Reckoner,” Price is. The 
Tables of Intereit are price ouly 18. 6d, adorned with a view of the 


Bank of England, | 
| LETTER 
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| The Father's Anſwer, ; 


_ My dear Fackey, | | | | 
I TH pleaſure I received yours, and if I have | | 
not anlwered it by the firſt return of the poſt, . 

you muſt 1mpute it to the real cauſe; namely, my 

being obliged to be abſent about the ſale of ſome 
cattle, which might have been tranſacted by our man | l 
John, had not a diſpute ariſen from his 1gnorance of 
what he was about, The plan you have laid for " 
the regulation of your conduct, 1s perfettly con- | 
ſiſtent with what I pointed out to you, while you was 
under my care : and while you adhere to it, I ſhall _ þ 
have no doubt but you will make a moſt d. ſtinguiſh- | 
ing figure 1 in this world, | You are now: Intruſted with | | 
your maſter's property, nay, with the property of 

thoſe who have truſted their property with him. 
Conſider the honour ariling {rom the conſciouſneſs of 
integrity, and ſhudder at the thoughts of injuſtice. 
Human laws may inflict a [mall puniſhment for. the 


1 

breach of truſt, but how can you think of an{wering | | 
to the Divine Being, if you have robbed your ma ſter 1 
of his property ? It is nothing to me, to tell me that Te | 
your bondſmen will make good the loſs, while vour S | 


character 1s ruined and your eternal Welfare at flak e. * 
But {till I hope better things of my dear fon : he has 2 #10 
received a virtuous, a pious education, and why fthould 1 
1 ůimagine he will ever act otherwile:?: Remember, 1 i 
my dear boy, that if you do your duty without tru . f | U 
ing in your own merits, God will be your friend in 1 

time; and, although you have no right to claim it, li | 
he will reward you in eternity. Above all things, „ ot 
let me beg you will keep from bad company. Mt 5 | 
ton compares chaſtity to the ſweet periumes 9 1 
flower-garden, and lewdnelſs to the noxious ſteams 
ariſing from corrupted bodies in lepulchres. Attend 
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to virtue and religion, and you will be an objec 
of, the divine Care in time, and of his favour when 
time ſhall be no more. 


1 am, your alle Alone ſather, 
W. Masow, 


4 
— om 
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From a young Widow in te Country to he er Brother in 
London, 


Dear Brother, | 
HTE ILE my huſband was live! had a friend 


to conſult, but now that he is'taken from 
me, whom ſhall I go to but you? You have often 
told me, that in all caſes of diſtreſs your advice ſhould 
not be wanting, and certainly I ſtand much in need 
of it at preſent. You know that my kuſband left me 
in very embarraſſed circumſtances; and now that LI 
have got things ſettled, and paid every one his own, I 
find myſelf with much leſs than is able to ſupport 
me. I can neither beg nor work, and what then 
mal!] 1 do? Mr. Smith, whom you are well ac- 
quainted with, and who. loſt his wife about two years 
ago, Les made propoſals of marriage to me; but I 
cannot give him an anſwer *till I hear from you. 
You are the only friend I have in this world, and 
whom elſe can I conſult? So far as I can learn, 
Mr., Smith has a fair character, and he is in reputa- 
ble circumſtances : he can have no ſelf-intereſt in 
view, while he ſolicits my hand; for he knows I have 
nothing to give, nor any thing to loſe, unleſs it be 
that Peace of mind which has conſtantly ſupported 
me under all my afflictions. Under theſe circum— 
ſtances, dear brother, give me your advice what to do; 
and, do aſſure you, it hall regulate my conduct. 


Your loving ſiſter, 
MARY Alcklix. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXIX, 
The Brother's Anſwer, 


Dear Siſter, 
VERY time I receive a letter from you, I pe- 
5 ruſe it with as much cheerfulneſs as an alder- 
man of London docs the news-papers, when. he Wa 
that the ſtocks have riſen ten per cent. for the da 


You know I have been long acquainted. with Ir. 
Smith, and I am convinced He is ſuch a one as will 


never be a diſhonour to You, if you conſent to give 
him your hand. The mu It1plicity of buſineſs which 
I had to go through with, prevented me from waiting 
on you, but ſtill I never karge you: you are my 
ſiſter, and I will love you while Iam in this world. 
I think the propoſal made to you ought to be ac- 


cepted of, leſt a better ſhould never offer, for I be- 


lieve few men will be found more worthy of your. 


notice than Mr, Smith: he is a man who has al; VS 
attended to buſineſs; he has a tender and con! Gals 


honate heart, and who more proper to be a huſband 


to my ſiſter > I wonla have you by all means to com- 
ply with his requeſt, 3 I think it will be {o: 
your intereſt: nor would I have you to keep him 
long in ſuſpence, for he may alter his ſentiments, in 
conſequence of ſome other objects preſenting them- 
ſelves to his view. As you have alicady been mar- 
ried, ſo you know ſomcthing of that ſtate, and 1 doubt 
not but Mr. Smith and you will be happy in the en- 
Joyment of each other. I will wait upon my dear filter, 
and give her away in marriage, becaule ſhe is to be the 
wife of my friend. May every bleſſing attend vou; 
and may God Almighty, in his infinite wildom. di. 
rect you to that which will in the end promote your 
intereſt, is the ſincere prayer of 


"G Your affectionate brot her, 
GEORGE Eurso. 
5 R 3 1 


| 
| 
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LETTER Ext. 
From a Gentlewynan, on the Death of her Huſband. 


Reverend Sir, 


Have been often adviſed by vou, Goring my younger 
years, to prepare myſelf for affliction, for ſooner 
or later it would take place. Marriage made me hap- 
py, in my own opinion; and if happineſs could be 
found in this world, I believe I enjoyed as much of 
it as moſt of thoſe with whom J am acquainted, M 
| huſband treated me with tenderneſs; I became the 
mother of an amiable progeny; my children had (and 
{till have) virtuous inclinations : but my God has ta- 
ken my huſband from me! How tender was his love! 
How. delightful his converſation ! how engaging his 
friendſhip! Perhaps I have done ſomething to incur 
the divine diſpleaſure, and God has ſingled me out as 
an object of his anger. All my faculties are diſcom- 
. poled; for I once thought that my happineſs was to 
remain for ever uninterrupted, What vain creatures 
we are, never to take advice 'till it is too late! Had 
prepared myſelf to meet with afflictions, I ſhould 
not have been aſilfcted when that melancholy event, 
the death of my huſband, took place. I am now a 
real object of your pity, and I know that, like your 
Divine Maiter, the wretched never ſolicited your al- 
ftance in vain, My ſon Geor ge is bound apprentice 
to a Linen-draper in London, but the other children 
are ſtill at ſchool, My huſband has left you ſome 
books and a ring, which you will receive as ſoon as 
you arrive at this place, Which. J hope will be next 
week. In the mean time: let me beg to hear from 
you; for every word of cantaletion will help towards 
ſapr orting me under my prelent allliction, and per- 
haps make a ſtate of widowhood eaſy, 


I am, reyerend Sir, 
Your unhappy friend, 
D ANNE HALE, 


LETTER 
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L ET TER . CXLI. _ 
The Anſwer. 94 
Pear Madam, | 


A D I not been convinced of the proptlety of i 

that advice you allude to, I would never have | 
given it, I ſincerely pity you, but not perhaps on | | 
ſuch principles as you may expect; and remember, 
that while I find fault it {hall be with tenderneſs, as | 9 
the only means of producing the deſired effect. And | 
now, Madam, as you placed your confidence in things 
of a periſhing nature, you mult not be ſurpriſed at | 
finding yo! urſelf miſtaken. You loved your huſband 4 
it was your duty: but how could you, conſiſtent with | | 
your know] edge 1 in other reſpects, imagine he was to | 
live for ever? Let me beg vou will conſider things in 
a proper light, and not find fault with that Divine | 
Being, who 1s all love to poor ſinful creatures, and 15 
only leparales them for a time, that they may be for 
ever happy in eternity, Your huſband lived in the 
fear of God, ana died in the firm perſuaſion ofa bleſ- 
fed immortality, Je is waiting for you in a tate of 
everlaſting happinels; and the ine is but ſhort till 


you {hall meet him, unleſs, Dy? your acting in an im— | 1 
prudent manner, you auld d depr we yourſelf of the {| 
divine favour. You ſeem to think that you have [\ 
done ſomething to oitend the Almighty : alas! have | F 


you not done many things to offend him ? Can you. i 
recollect one fingle action in the courſe of vour life = | [14 
hither to, that has not been tinctured with fin? Self. PLUM 


knowledge leads to humility, and to reſigpation. It I 
teaches us to coniider ourſelv es as what we really are 1 0 
Poor! miſerable creatures; while the belief of Chriſti— wo 
anity in{ures to us the hope of a bleſſed immortality, | I 
Sup; oling God had taken yourſelf inſtead of your i * 


hulband, would not you have been ſorry to leave be- Le ! ft 
hind you the pledges of a matrimonial contract, of con- HS if 
Jugal fidelity? Suppoling God had been pleal ed to. | 
remove you both at the lame time, how calamitous 
would 


00 LETTERS ox 


would have been the caſe? how diſtreſſed the ſituation 
of your children? Left to the partial care of intereſt. 
ed relations, their education might have been ne- 
gletted; they might have been treated with cruelty, 
expoſed to many hardſhips, and at laſt become peſts 
of human ſociety: but quite the reverſe has taken 
place; your huſband was well prepared for a future 
ſtate, and God took him only a little before you, 
You muſt, however, reflect, that your duty to your 
children is now double what it was before. You was 
lately a mother; but now you come in the place of 
both father and mother, Spend much of your time in 
reading the Sacred Scriptures, and learn to acquire 
their true and genuine ſpirit. Make uſe of a practi- 
cal commentary * ; but never meddle with religious 
diſputes. I ſhall, if able, call on you next week; 
and, in the mean time, | 


Am, dear Madam, your ſincere friend, 
| SAMUEL LEIGHTON, 


—_ 


„ nnn den 8 
From a young Gentleman on the Death of his Sweetheart © 
tothe Clergyman who attended her, 


Reverend Sir, | 
TT is with a trembling hand and an affected heart, 
that I write to you on the preſent melancholy oc- 
caſion. Miſs Bates is no more: ſhe died in my arms 
about three hours after you left us yeſterday, and ſhe 
has left me a miſerable being indeed, I had promiſed 
myſelf every thing in her love and friendſhip, but 
now I am left diſconſolate, and my mind is ſo much 
agitated, that I am like one deprived of reaſon. 


* The Bis nor's BI BLE, in only 60 numbers, printed for ALEX, 
HO, ie the moſt approved Family Bible, and contains a com- 
plete ſyſtem of divinity, and may be had of all the bookſellers, The 

rice, elegantly bound, is only thirty-ſix ſhillings, It may alſo be 
had in numbers, one or two at a time. The notes are ſhort but 


I need 


pious, and replete with goſpel ſimplicity. 
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I need not mention to you, who was long acquainted 
with her, the numerous qualifications ſhe was poſſeſſed 
of, beyond the generality of her ſex, Her learning 
was extenſive, in French, muſick, and all forts. of 
needle-work; ſhe was a pattern of virtue to all the 
young perſons with whom ſhe was ace paint: d; and 
Tach was her piety and love of religion, that many 
clergymen thought it an honour to {pend {ome hours 
in her company. Under many ati} great afilittions, 
ſhe was cheerful 'til the left this wort it; all which 
being joined to one of the fingſt wgures Hat EVET was 
ſeen, muſt have rendered her an obj ct of love to 
every young man with whom ſhe was acquainted, 
But all was exceeded by her humility, 


Long had ſhe fill'd each youth with love, 
FE ach maiden . deſpair; 

And tho by all, a b. auty own'd, 
Yet knew not ſhe was fair. 


My parents ave drowned in tears, on account of my 
reſclution of going abroad; and what can 1 do? Shall 
give my hand to one N to her? And is it poſ- 
ſible ever to find her equal? No, Sir, I Will retire 
from the place of my nativity, ad {hut myſelf up 
from the locicty of men. My life is now become.a 
burthen to me, and where ſh: il] 1 find reſt, God only 
knows, Let me beg to hear from you, and in the 
mean time, 

I am, reverend Sir, yours ſincerely, 
GCrorct FLETCHER, 


LETTER CxIIII. 


.The Anſwer, 
X. 


Am no ſtranger, as you well know, to o the virtues 
of the young woman whom you mention. I have 
went many agreeable hours in her company, and I 
| have 
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| have often bleſſed the divine goodneſs that ever I be- 


came acquainted with her; but it is long ſince I con- 


ſidered her as in a dying condition. This, however, 


ſhould give you much comfort in many reſpects: you 
placed your affections on a worthy object, which was 
much to your honour; and ſhe treated you accord- 


ing to your merits, She was all tenderneſs, and yet 


it does not appear to me, that you have profited by 
the example which ſhe ſet before you: if fo, would 
you repine at the diſpenſations of Providence, and by 
leaving your native country make your worthy parents 
miſerable? Suppoling you had been married to Miſs 
Bates, God might have taken her fro:n you, and then 


pethaps you would have been more milerable than 


you are at preſent, Let me perſuade you, if poſſible, 
to attend to your duty in the ſtation in which Provi— 
dence has placed you. and then you will be a comfort 
to your parents in their old age, and perhaps you may 
meet with a partner for life, as accompliſhed as Miſs 
Bates; but if not, ſtill reſign yourſelf to the will of 
heaven, 
I am, Sir, your fincere friend, 

Joun Powel, 


" 1 3 
8 
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From a Widow Lady to a worthy aged Gentleman. 
Dear Sir, 

| HE care you took of my morals in my tender 
years, will ever be remembered with gratitude ; 
and I impute to your tenderneſs, all that happineſs I 
enjoyed in the marriage ſtate. Xour advice and your 
example diſplayed virtue as an amiable object, and 
ſhewed religion in her native colours, With reſpcct 
to the loſs of my huſband, it is what I long ex- 
eted, and I often prayed for that reſignation 
which I now enjoy ; but ſtill I am much at a los 
how to ſpend my time, I ſometimes long for eter- 
nity, 


an wil e Xn @. 
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nity, and yet I am afraid of death. To conſider my bo- 
dy as conſigned to be food for worms, is ſhocking, and 
yet it muſt be, Death! how dreadful the thought; and 


yet it muſt take place. But what is death when agg e : 


to eternity, that unknown world, where we know 
not in what manner we ſhall be employed? Shall we 
once more know our departed friends? I have often 
wiſhed that God had made theſe things plainer to us ; 


but here let me be filent, and acknowledge that the 
Judge of all the earth will do right. I ſhould, how- 


ever, be glad to hear from you as often as you can 
ſpare a few minutes; for I am ſo infirm, that I cannot 
call on you, 

| 1 am, dear Sir, yours ſincerely, 
ARABELLA ACTON, 


LETT ER -CYXLV;- 


e Anſwer, 
Madam, 


Received yours, and ſhall, with the greateſt cheer- 

fulneſs, comply with your requeſt, You ſeem to 
be much afraid of death and eternity, and yet it does 
not appear to me that you have formed a proper no- 
tion of either. | 

Death is no. more than a temporary ſeparation of 
the ſoul from the body, to be again joined together 


at the general reſurrection, when Chriſt ſhall come 


to judge the world in righteouſneſs, I will admit, 
that the paſſage to death and the grave, is often 


gloomy and dark. Our l Peng with the world 


fixes, as it were, our affections on temporal objects, 
and we are unwilling to part with them, The pains 
of a death-bed are often ſo great, that our minds are 
diſcompoſed, and we are even unable to conſider 
what ſhould be the grand object in view. And let 
me aſk you, Madam, what the conſideration of theſe 
| things ſhould ſuggeſt to us? I anſwer, a proper be- 
haviour 
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haviour while in this world, that we may at all times 
be prepared to meet the king of tertors (as death is 
commonly called) not as any enemy, but as a friend, 
who is to deliver us from mortal concerns, and make 
us happy for ever. 

We are all under the ſentonce of death, as b the cri- 
minal who is confined in the cells of Newgate. As 
the children of Iſrael were not to take poſſeſſion of 
the land of Canaan, till they had croſſed the river 

ordan; ſo we are not to enter into heaven, *till we 
Pals through death, The body, 1t 1s true, will lay 
ſome time in the grave, from whence it will be raiſed 
in the moſt glorious manner, to join the immortal foul; 
but of this in my next, 


I am, Madam, 
Yours fincerely, 
EDWARD GOODMAY, 


LETTER CXLVL.: 


From the Same to the Same, 
Madam, 


IE next fubje& in your letter is eternity, and 
an awful ſubject it is. To enter into an un— 
known world, to dwell in the regions of ſpirits, is 
ſufficient to Gill our minds with ſolemn reverence! 
But happy for us poor mortals, divine revelation 
comes to our aſſiſtance, and indeed under the moſt 
neceſſary circumſtances. The Heathens had confuſed 
notions concerning a future ſtate, nor was it very 
clearly revealed to the Jews, who believed that all 
the faithful after death were carried by angels into 
Abraham's boſym. Chriſt, by his death, reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion, has brought immortality to light; and 
in the New Teſtament we have pointed out to us the 
enjoyment of an eternal inheritance in the heavens, 
Where we ſhall, to uſe the words of the apoſtle, © know 

even 
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et even as we are known.” By which I underſtand, 
that we ſhall know our departed relations, in the ſame 
manner as we were known by them here below. In 
eternity we ſhall have no days nor nights, no change Wl 
of ſeaſons; all will be one uninterrupted ſtate of hap- WIR 
pineſs, We ſhall then forget our former alliftions; 
and, to uſe the beautiful language of Scripture, 0 
« God will wipe away all tears from our eyes.“ And | | 
is not this, Madam, a ſtate to be piouſly wiſhed for ? i 
Would you chuſe to remain under all the miſeries of 3 „ 
a tumultuous world, while the goſpel preſents to you 
an uninterrupted ſtate of happineſs? You are now, 
like every human being in the world, in ſome mea- 
{ire under the dominion of fin; but in heaven or 
eternity, you will be.beyond the power of ſin. You 
will ſee that benign Saviour, whom you worſhipped 
In this world; the ſmiles of his favour will encircle 
you around, and you will look down upon ſublunary 
things as unworthy of your notice, You will then 
know more than the wiſeſt man that ever yet lived in 
the world; for 7eh:vah will be your everlaſting light, 
and your God will be your glory. What a pleaſing 
thought! what a delightful ſubject is eternity, to a 
mind properly qualified for it) It contains all that can 
fatisfy a rational and immortal foul. There our ideas 
will be enlarged; there our mental faculties will be 
fixed on the nobleſt objects; and there we ſhall ever 
be with our God. Let thele ſentiments, Madam, fink 
deep into your mind : and contider, that although 
you are in a ſtate of widowhood, yet you have an 
everlaſting friend in that Being. who will never leave 


you, and doubt not but you will conſider what 1 have 
ſaid as the advice of a friend, 


I am, Madam, yours ſincerely, 


* „ 12 


Edward GOODMAN. [4 
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FORMS or CARDS any NOTES os 
gs COMPLIMENTS, 


IN the forms of cards or notes of compliments, the 
difference is merely circumſtantial, reſpecting the 

characters of the parties; and they ſhould be plain, 

eaſy, and ſhort, but comprehenſive, 


MISS DALE preſents her compliments to Miſs 
White, and would be glad of her company this even- 
ing at Sadler's- Wells, | 

Tueſday 5 o'clock, 

MN 


MISS W HITE' compliments to Miſs Dale, 
and will meet her this evening, according to her in- 
vitatioͤn. | | | 


Tueſday 6 o'clock, 


MRS. FERMOR's compliments to Miſs Davis, 
and hopes ſhe is better of her cold, 


Monday 9 o'clock, 


MISS DAVIS' reſpectful compliments to Mrs. 


Fermor, and has the pleaſure to inform her that ſhe is 
quite recovered, | 


Monday 11 o'clock, 


MISS 


/ 
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MISS JOHNSON's compliments to Nits Howard, 
and would be glad of her company this cyening at a 
private concert. | | 


Saturday 2 o'clock, 


MISS HOWARD's compliments to Miſs Johnſon, 


and will wait on her this evening with pleaſure. 


Saturday 4 o'clock. 


LORD WILDFIRE's compliments wait or: 
Miſs Vaughan, would be glad to meet her this even- 
ing at the opera. | 


Thurſday 10 o'clock, 


MISS VAUGHANes compliments to Lord 
Wildfire, but cannot do herſelf the honour to meet 
him this evening, being previouſly engaged, 


Thurſday 12 o'clock, 


N. B. All other complimental cards and notes 


may be written in the ſame manner, taking care 


always to remember the ſtations of the perſons to 
whom they are addreſſed, and to vary the ci:tcum- 
ſtances as occaſion may require, | 
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UNIVERSAL PETITIONER. 


| P ETITIONS ſhould contain a ſtate of the ot 


tioner's caſe in the moſt modeſt terms, and then 


the requeſt muſt be made in humility, All peti- 


tions tothe King ſhould be ſigned by lome nobleman 
or gentleman at court, and if a privy- -counlellor the 


better. In petitions to all other perſons, they ſhould 


be ſigned by ſome perſon acquainted with thoſe to 
whom they are addreſſed. The addrefſes of theſe 
petitions ſhould be plain, ſhort, and eee ac- 
cording to the rank of the perſons, VIZ, 

To his Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 

| To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty; May it 


Pleaſe your Majeſty. 


To his Royal Highneſs the prince of Wales; May 


it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs. 


All the other branches of the Royal Family muſt 
be addreſſed by the title of Royal Highnets, 
The nobility are addreſſed in the following manner: 
To his Grace the Duke of R, May it pleaſe your 


Grace, 


To the moſt Noble the Marguia of B, My Tad: 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of M. My Lord, 
To the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount W. 


My Lord. 


To the Right Honourable Lord L. My Lord. 
All the Ladies of Noblemen are addreſſed accords 
ing to the titles of their huſbands, 
The ſon of a Duke; Lord J. C. 


The 
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The ſon of a Marquis; Lord John C. But the 


Marquis muſt be ſo in his own Right. | 

The eldeft fon of an Earl takes his father's ſecond 
title; the TOE” ones are called, The Honourable 
Fohn C. 

The ſon of a Viſcount takes his father's ſecond 
title; and the younger ones are ſtiled, Honourable. 

All the ſons of Barons, are ſtiled eee 

The daughters of Dukes, Marquiſſes, in their own 
right, are called, Lady Mary B. Sc. 

The daughters of Barons are called, The Honours 
able Miſs B. &c. 

The title of Right Honourable is given to all Fri vy- 
Counſellors, although they may happen to be Com- 
moners; and the ſame title is given to the Lord- 


Mayors of London, York, and Dublin, and to the 


Lord Provoſts of Edinburgh and Glaſgow; to the 
Lord Preſident of all the judges of the Court of Seſ- 
ſion in Scotland, and tothe Lord Advocate. 

Archbiſhops are called, Moft Reverend ; and Biſhops 


Right Reverend. 


"The reſt of the Clergy, The Reverend. 
Generals and Colonels in the Army, and Admirals 


at Sea, Honourable; unleſs they are Noblemen, and 


then according to their rank. 

All Amballadors, and the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, Excellency. 

Juſtices of the Peace, Wor/np, 

Chancellors of Univerſities, Worfhipful. 

In all other inſtances, ſuch as Knight, Baronet, and 
Eſquire, the different addreſſes are well known 


6 Theſe addreſſes may alſo be obſerved in ſuper- 
ſcriptions of letters, &c, making the circumſtantial 
variations. | N 
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From the Widow of an Officer, to obtain the Penſions 
To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of A. I. 

Sheweth, 8 7 ” 
I"HAT the huſband of your Majeſty's petitioner, 
had the misfortune to be mortally wounded in 
battle, of which wounds he died, leaving your Ma- 


jeſty's petitioner a diſconſolate widow, with four 

young children, With reſpect and humility, your pe- 
_titioner preſumes to approach the throne, to obtain 
the penfion generally beſtowed on the widows of mili- 


tary officers, that ſhe may be enabled to bring up her 
children uſeful members of ſociety. ND 
And your Majeſty's petitioner, as in duty bound, 
fall ever pray. * 
Recommended by 


— — -- 


4 
— dl 


From a Man condemned to work on the River Themes, to 


the King, 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


J HAT your Majeſty's petitioner had the mis- 
fortune to get into bad company, and by the 


evil example and advice of my wicked companions, 


committed ſelony, for which I was juſtly condemned 
by the laws of my country, to work on the River 
Thames, Here I have been confined near two years, 
and during the whole ot that time I have not ſo much 
as given offence, I am fiacerely penitent for the 

| crimes 
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_ crimes I have committed, and if your Majeſty will be 
gracioully pleaſed to extend your royal mercy, 
Your petitioner, as in duty bound, fhall ever 
pray. A. B. 
Recommended by 7 


— 


From a Naval Officer, to be admitted a Clerk in the Of- 
Ace at Chatham, 


To the Right Honourable, the firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 
the Admiralty, 1 1 


| The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, | | 
II A I your lordſhip's petitioner has ſerved on 


board one of his Majeſty's ſhips upwards of 
ſix years, and continued in the faithful diſcharge of 
his duty, 'till he was wounded in an engagement at 


ſea, As the half pay is not ſufficient to ſupport a 
wife and three. children, with an aged mother, and 
there being at preſent a vacancy in the office at Chat- 
ham, he has preſumed to ſolicit your lordſhip's aſſiſt— 
ance to get him admitted into it. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, Hall ever 
ray. 5 A. B. 
Recommended by 


—5— * s : 


From a young Man, to be admitted into the Exciſe. 
To the Right Honourable, the firſt Lord Commiſſioner of 
| | the Treaſury, | 
Tue humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, Fs 
T* HAT your lordſhip's petitioner, by the death 
of his parents, 1s left deſtitute of every friend, 


only that he has had the benefit of a liberal education, 
| = 


* 
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He has been adviſed by a worthy friend, to apply to 
= lordſhip for a ſmall place in the Excile, in the 
ondon department. or any where elle where your 
lordſhip ſhall think proper. Your lordſhip's petitioner 

will give ſecurity for the truſt repoſed in him. 


And, as in duty bound, fhall ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by 
N. B. Petitions for places in the Cuſtoms, Stamp- 
Office, Poſt-Office, &c. may be all written in the ſame 


manner. 


— 


» 
ae 


From a phbng Man, to be admitted a Clerk of the Bank, 

To the Governor and Directors of the Bank of England, 
The dane Petition of A. B. 

Sheweth, | 5 
F HAT your petitioner's father had the honour 


to be many years converſant in the mercantile 
world, but by loſſes at fea, he died inſolvent, leaving 
your petitioner little better than deſtitute of the neccl- 
 faries of life. Under theſe unhappy circumſtances, 
he has preſumed to trouble you with this petition, ſo« 
liciting your aſſiſtance and intereſt to get him admitted 
as one of your junior clerks: J am willing to give 
whatever ſecurity is required, and if fo happy as to 
ſucceed, | | 

Shall, as in duty bound, ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by 1 


N. B. Petitions to the Eaſt- India, South-Sea-Houſe, 
&c, may be written in the lame ſtyle, 5 


From 
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From a decayed Tradeſman to the Governors of Chriſt's: 6. 
Hoſpital. 

Jo the Worfhipful, the Governors of CRriſt's Hoſpital, 

Ile humole Petition of A. B. 

meg 5 


H AT your petitioner has carried on trade as a 

ſhoemaker in the city of London upwards of 
twenty years; but having a numerous family of chil- 
dren all unprovided for, he has preſumed to apply 
in behalf of a promiting fon, to be admitted into 
your moſt excellent charity; and if ſo happy as to 
ſucceed, 


Shall, as in auty bound, ever prays A. B. 
Recommended by 


N. B. Petitions for the governors of other founda- 


tions of a fimilar nature, may be written aſter the 
ſame precedent. 


From a Wan Tradeſman, to be admitted a Letter- 
Carrier in the Poſt- ice. 
To the Right Honourable the Poſtmaſter General, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


T3 AT your petitioner had the misfortune to 
be brought up to a trade which has fo much 
decayed of = that it will not ſupport him, and 
beſides he is almoſt lame in one of his hands. Re- 
3 to the utmoſt ſtate of diſtreſs, he has preſumed 

o preſent this to your Joraſhip, humbly begging to 
be admitted as one of the letter carr iers; and if ſo 


happy as to ſucceed, 
Your Petitioner, as in duty bound, wil! ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by | 
From 
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From an honeſt Working-Man, to be admitted an Eaft- 
| India Porter, 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honouralle United | 
Zaſt-- India Company, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


4 H A T your petitioner has lived honeſtly as 2 
porter, but his maſter dying lately, he is now 
out of all manner of employment, and his wife with 
three young children are almoſt ſtarving. Under 
theſe circumſtances of diſtreſs, he has preſumed to ad- 
dreſs himſelf to you, to be admitted as a labourer in 
one of your warehoules, which joined to his wife's in- 
duftry; who takes in waſhing, would be the means of 
| procuring them an honeſt ſubſiſtency. 


And, as in duty bound, your petitioner fall 
8 ever pray, A. B. 
Recommended by | 


— 4 m » - " 


— 


PH 155 a decayed Citizen to be admitted an » Under-Me ſha 
Man, 


To the or if Sir Thomas Bale, Knight and Alder- 


man of London, 


"The humble Petition of A, Bo 
Sheweth, | | 
7 1 HAT your petitioner is a freeman of the city 


of 1 where he carried on buſineſs many 
years, but by ſickneſſes in his family, he is reduced 
to the loweſt ſtate of diſtreſs, One of the places of 
Deputy Martial-Men being vacant, he has preſumed 
fa = | | 10 
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to intercede with your worſhip for your vote; and if 
ſo happy as to ſucceed, | 


Shall, as in duty bound, ever pray, A. B. 
Recommended by | 


From a poor Man, to get has Daughter admitted into the 
| Aſylum. | I 
To the Right Honourable the Counteſs of B 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


# i H AT your ladyſhip's petitioner has been long 


unable to follow his buſineſs, occaſioned by a 
fall he received from a ſcaffold while he was repair- 
ing a houſe; and during that time, he has had little 
more to ſupport himſelf, and ſix young children, be- 
ſide what his poor wife earned by taking in waſhing, 
It was intimated to me, that you have a preſentation 
to the Aſylum; and if you could get my youngeſt 
girl admitted on that charitable foundation, it might 


R at ttt. 


— — 


— 


| From a Soldier lately diſcharged, to be admitted a Cheifea 
ö Penſoner. | 
To the Honourable Major General, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, . | 

HAT your petitioner ſerved ſixteen years in 
| A your regiment, and about four years ago was 
| Eiſcharged with a ſair character. Since that time 
| | | your 


be the means of bringing her up a uſeful member of 


ſociety. | | a 

| And your petitioner, as in duty bound, all ever 
pray. | | A, B, 

Recommended by 


216 The UNIVERSAL PETITIONER. 


your petitioner has worked as a labourer ; but a 


wound which he received at the battle of B „ has 
broke out a freſh, and he is now rendered unable to 
procure a ſubſiſtence. He is now in a manner ſtarving, 


and all he has to beg is, that your honour would get 
him admitted either as an in or out penſioner of 


Chelſea-Hoſpital. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, Mall ever 
| Pray. De | | 
N . . 
Recommended by 5 


—— — 


From a Sailor lately diſcharged, to be admitted into Green- 


wich- Hoſpital, 
To the Right Hincurabl Vice-Admirable n. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
| Sheweth, 


FP HAT your petitioner ſerved eighteen years on 
board the Royal Navy, in ſeveral different 


ſhips of war; but having been wounded by a fall from 
the deck into the hold, he was dilcharged as incapable 


of ſervice, To obtain a ſubſiſtence, he has for ſome 
years ſold oranges in the ſtreets; but finding all ſorts 


of infirmities coming upon him, he has preſumed to 
apply to your honour to be admitted to Greenwich— 


Hoſpital, where he may ſpend the remainder of his 
days in peace. a 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever 


Pray. 
A. B. 


Recommended by 


Frou 
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From a 28 Man who had been impreſſed, praying for a 
Diſcharge. | 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of S, firſt Lord 
Commiſſioner of the A | 
The humble . of A, B. 


 Sheweth, 
- T HAT your lordſhip's petitioner not being able 


to procure employment in the country, came 
to London with a wife and two young children, and 
next day was impreſſed on board the Revenge tender, 
where he is now confined, Your petitioner never was 
at ſea, and he labours under a nervous diſorder, 
which renders him incapable of ſerving his Majeſty, 
and therefore he has preſumed to apply to your lord- 
ſhip in humility for his diſcharge, 


And, as in duty bound, he ſhall ever pray. A, B. 
Recommended by 


8 K 


| Has a 2 Citizen of Lads to be admitted one of 
the Bridge Maſters, 


To the worthy Livery of London. 
The humble Feen of „ 

| Sheweth, 
TE AT your petitioner has lived from his in- 

fancy in your city, and has ſerved all the offices 
of the ward to which he belongs; but by many loſſes 
in trade and long ſickneſs in his family, he is re- 
duced ſo low as to be really deſtitute of bread, without 
a friend to aſſiſt him in his advanced years. There be- 
ing a vacancy for the place of one of your Bridge- 


Maſters, he has preſumed to apply to you for your votes 


and intereſt; and, if ſo bappy as to ſucceed, will 
make it his ſtudy to diſcharge his duty with the great- 


eſt integrity. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, A. B, 
Recommended by | 

1 F rom 


i 
1 
'1 
| 
1 
| 
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From a Sailor, to be admitted on the Cheſt f Chatham. 
To the Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Navy. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
| Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner ſerved as a "PARA u 
wards of twelve years, but was diſcharged 
from the hoſpital as incurable of the Rheumatilm, 


which made him incapable of going any more to ſea, 


or indeed of following any employment, Deſtitute 
of every comfort of lite, and having been a faithful 
ſervant to his Majeſty, all he begs is to be admitted an 
out-penſioner on the cheſt of Chatham. 


And, asin duty bound, your petitioner will ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by 


8 — 


From a 155 Widow, ſoliciting for a Prafien from the 
Pariſh, . 


To the Maſter, Church-Wardens, and Overſeers off the 
Pariſh of — 


The humble Petition of 4 B. 


Shewseth, 


-H A your petitioner's 3 was an honeſt 
induſtrious man, and lived many years in credit 
in the pariſh, where he ſerved every office, and paid 


ſcot and lot; but dying in diſtreſſed circumſtances, 


owing to his buſineſs having fallen off ſome years 
ago, the is left utterly deſtitute, In this unhappy 
ſituation ſhe has preſumed to addreſs herſelf to you; 
and as ſhe has a little work to do, when able to go 
through with it, ſo ſhe ſubmits to you, whether the 
allowance of two ſhillings per week would not be 
better than going into the workhouſe, Your peti- 

tioner 
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tioner humbly hopes that her caſe will be taken into 
conſideration. 


And fhe, as in duty bound, will ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by 


— 


From an 16 ertun ate young Proſtitute, to be admitted into 
| the Magdalen. 


To the Right Honourable the Preſident and Governors of 
the Magaalen- Hoſpital. 


Tue humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
+ HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
ſeduced by a young gentleman, and havin 
loſt her character, ſo that no perſon would give her 
either aſſiſtance or employment, ſhe added one fin to 
another, and became a common proſtitute, Almoſt 
conſumed by a loathſome diſorder, and ſenſible of 
her folly, ſhe deſires to return to the paths of virtue, 
but has no way of getting cured unleſs you would 


take her under your protection; and, if ou admit - 


her into your hoſpital, 


She will, as in duty bound, ever pray. A. B. 
Recommended by | 


From a Perſon aſjlited with the Rheumatijſm, to be ad- 
mitted into an Hoſpital, 


To the Preſident and Governors of the Middl:ſex- Hoſpital. 


The humbie Petition of A. B. 
_ Sheweth, 

"HAT your petitioner is a journeyman carpenter, 
and has always behaved as an honeſt induſtri— 
ous man, but of late has been ſo much afflicted with 
the Rheumati iſm, that he is rendered incapable of get- 
ting his bread, Unfortunately he applied to ſome of 
the advertiſing doctors, who have made him much 
worle than he was before, Senſible of his foily in 
5 5 acting 
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acting ſo inconſiſtent with reaſon, he has preſumed to 


apply to you, to be admitted into your hoſpital'; and 


jf he is ſo happy as to deſerve your notice, 


He will, as in duty bound, ever pray, A. B. 


Recommended by 


From a young Man afflicted with the Venereal Diſeaſe, to 


the Preſident and Governors of the Miſericordia-Hoſ- 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 5 


H A T your petitioner having one evening got 
intoxicated, along with ſome graceleſs compa- 


nions, went to bed with a common proſtitute, who 


communicated to him the Venereal diſeaſe; and, to 
obtain a cure, he had recourſe to ſome of thoſe per- 
ſons called Quacks, who have almoſt ruined him, 
Under theſe unhappy circumſtances, he has preſumed 
to beg to be admitted into your hoſpital, where he 
hopes to obtain a perfect cure; and if ſo happy as to 
ſucceed, „ | 

Shall, as in duty bound, ever pray, A. B. 


Recommended by = 


r 


From a Widow to the Juſtice at the Quarter-Seffions, to 
procure a Licenſe to keep a Pudlic- Houſe, 


To the Worſhipful the Juſtices of the County of Middleſex, 


The humble Petition of A. B. Widow, 
| Sheweth, | 8 


HAT your petitioner's huſband lived in credit, 
and carried on buſineſs for ſome years with 


good ſucceſs; but having unfortunately engaged in 


the building fcheme, he ruined himſelf and died in- 


ſolvent, leaving your petitioner a helplefs widow 


with four young children all unprovided for. It has 
been intimated to me, that I might keep a public- 
houſe, 1f I could but obtain a licenſe, which is in 
your worſhip's power to grant; and J have ſuch an 
opinion 
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opinion of your benevolence, that I do not think you 
would do any thing to prevent a poor widow from pro- 
curing a ſubſiſtence, Let me beg you will take the 
premiſes into conſideration. | 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, fhall ever 
pray. _ A. B. 
Recommended by | 


„ 


USEFUL FORMS ix LAW, 


Executed by the moſt eminent Attorneys, and by which our 
Readers may fave thoſe er tant Charges uſually 
made for ſuch neceſſary Inſlruments. Care, however 
muſt be taken, that the Paper upon which the follows 


ing Precedents are copied, is ftamped agreeable to the 


Acls of Parliment relative thereto. 
Agreement for a Leaſe of an Houſe. 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT, indented, made, 


and agreed upon, the 1ſt day of September, in the 

year of our Lord 177 Beiween John Lawſon of the 
one part, and Stehlien Pcirel of the other part, as 
follows, viz. 85 


HE aid J. L. in e ee of the rent, 
1 covenants, and agreemeits, in the leaſe here- 
after mentioned, to be reſerved and contained on the 


tenant's part to be paid and performed. doth hereby 


for himſelf, his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, 
covenant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid 
S. P. his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, in 
manner following (that is to ſay) that he the ſaid 
J. I. his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, ſhall, 
and will, on or before Midſummer- day next enſuin 
by a good and ſufficient indenture of leaſe, grant, 
demiſe, and let, unto the ſaid S. P. his executors, 
adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, ALL that meſſuage, or 
tenement, and yard behind the ſame, and otner the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging. fituate, lying, 
and being in „in the pariſh of —— , now or 
| 2-2 late 


2 „„ 2 — 2 
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late in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid 7. L. TO HOLD 
the ſame from Midſummer-day aforefaid, for the 
term of ——or——years, from thence next enſuing, 
at the option of the ſaid parties, on his or their giv- 


ing to, or leaving for each other at leaſt——months 
notice before the end of the ſaid years, AT 
and under the yearly rent, or ſum of- pounds, 


| e uarterly; the firſt payment whereof is to 

gin and to be made at or upon Michaelmas- day next 
enſuing; AND that the ſaid 7. L. his executors, or 
aſſigns, ſhall, and will, on or before Midſummer- day 
aforeſaid, at his and their own proper coſts and 
charges, repair, or cauſe the aforefaid premifes, with 
their appurtenances, to be put into good and ſufficient 
tenantable repair and condition. 

Item, THE ſaid S. P. in confideration thereof, 
doth hereby for himfelf, his executors, adminiſtrators, 
and aſſigns, covenant, promiſe, and agree to and 
with the ſaid J. IL. his executors, adminiſtrators, and 
aſſigns, that he the ſaid S. P. his executors, admini- 


ſtrators, and afligns, ſhall, and will, upon the ſaid 


| ag being put into ſuch repair as aforeſaid, at or 
by the time aforeſaid, take, and accept of and from 
the ſaid 7. L. his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, 
the aforeſaid indenture of leaſe, grant, and demiſe of 
the ſaid premiſes, for the term, and at the rent pay- 
able in manner aforeſaid, and alſo execute a counter- 
part thereof unto the ſaid 7. I. his executors, admi- 
niſtrators, or aſſigns. 55 

AN for the true performance of all and every the 
covenants and agreements aforeſaid, each and either 
of the ſaid parties hereto doth bind and oblige him- 
ſelf, his heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, unto. 
him, his heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, in the 
penal ſum of- ounds, of lawful money of 
Great- Britain. In witneſs whereof we have hereunto 
ſet our hands and ſeals the day and year above written. 
Signed, fealed, and delivered, 


in the preſence of us, L 
the proene of „. 7 


: 8. P 
T. W. Foy 


— OI ——ů————ů — —[é— — 
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For a Covenant Servant, to a Buckle-Maker, for four 


Fears, 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT, indented, made, and 
agreed upon, the 4th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 177 Between Richard Dawſon of, 
Ec. of the one part, and Edward Wild, of, &c, for 
and on the behalf of Charles Wild, an infant, ſon. 
of the ſaid Edward Mild, of the other part, &c. 


IRST, the ſaid R. D. doth for himſelf, his ex- 

ecutors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, hereby co- 
venant and agree to and with the ſaid E. V. and C. V. 
to take into his ſervice the ſaid C. W. and him 
to teach and inſtruct in the trade or buſineſs of a 
Buckle- Maker, which he now ufeth, for the term of 
four years, to be computed from the date hereof, 
during all which time he ſhall or will find, provide, 
or cauſe to be found or provided for the faid C. V. 
ſufficient meat, drink, waſhing, clothes, and lodging, 
fitting and neceſſary for him. And alſo pay or cauſe 
to be paid unto him, at or after the rate of. 5 
a week, weekly, for and during the firſi three years of 
the ſaid term, and a week, weekly, for and durin 
the laſt year of the ſaid term, if he ſhall ſo long live, 
continue with, and do him the ſaid R, D. true, juſt, 
and faithful ſervice in his trade or buſinefs aforefaid. 
Item. The faid E. V. and C. J. for themſelves, 
ſeverally, and each of their ſeveral executors, and 
adminiſtrators, do, and each of them doth hereby for 
himſelf, and herfelf, covenant and agree, to and 
with the faid R. D. his executors, adminiſtrators, and 
aſſigns, that the ſaid C. I, ſhall, during the ſaid 
term of four years, work, and do the faid R. D. 
true, juſt, and faithful ſervice in his trade or bulineſs 
aforeſaid, on his being found or provided with the 
ſeveral neccilaries, and paid the ſeveral weekly pay- 
| ments 
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ments in manner herein before particularly men- 
tioned. | | 

AND for the true performance of the ſeveral co- 
venants, and agreements aforelaid. each and either 
of the ſaid parties hereto doth hereby ſeverally bind 
and oblige himſelf, herſelf, and themſelves, his, her, 
and their heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, reſpec- 
tively, in the penal ſum of ——pounds, of lawful 
money of Great- Britain, fir ly by theſe preſents, In 
witnels, Sc. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us. 


EL 2 


A DEED OC GIF I. 

O all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, 
| I, William Thompſon, do ſend greeting. Know 
ye, that I the ſaid William Thompſon, of the pariſh 
of St. Mary, Iſlington, in the county of Middleſex, 
_ Gardener, for and in conſideration of the love, good- 
will and affection which I have and do bear towards 
my loving ſiſter Suſanna Wilſon, of the ſame pariſh 
and county, widow, have given and granted, and by 
theſe preſents do freely give and grant unto the ſaid 
Suſanna Wilſon, her heirs, executors, or admini— 
ſtrators, all and ſingular my goods and chattels, now 
being in my preſent houſe, known by the name of 
the Black Lion; of which thele preſents I have deli- 
vered here, to the ſaid Suſanna Wilſon, an inventory 
ſigned with my own hand, and hearing date, to have 
and to hold all the ſaid goods and chattels in the ſaid 
8 or dwelling houte, to her the ſaid Suſanna 
ilſon, her heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, from 


henceforth, as her and their proper goods and chat- 
tels abſolutely without any manner of condition, In 
witnels whereof, I have hereunto put my hand and 

195 ſeal, 
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ſeal, this - day of September, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and — 


| WIIILIAu Tuoursox, 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, | 
in the preſence of us, 


N. B. Provided. the particulars are ſeverally men- 


tioned, this inſt rument may include the giving away of 
houſe, land, corn, or caltle, if not entailed, 


2 * 


In the Name of God, Amen. The 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


day of 


I George Parker, of the city of London, Watch- 
5 Maker, being very ſick and weak of body, but 
of perfect mind and memory, thanks be given unto 
God : therefore calling unto mind the mortality of 
my body, knowing that it is appointed unto all men 
once to die, do make and ordain this my laſt will 
and teſtament; that is to ſay, principally and firſt of 

all, I give and recommend my ſoul into the hands of 


Almighty God that gave it, and my body I recom- 


mend to the earth, to be buried in decent chriſtian 
burial, at the diſcretion of my executors; nothing 
doubting, but at the general reſurrection I ſhall re- 
ceive the ſame again, by the almighty power of God, 
And as touching ſuch worldly eſtate wherewith it 
hath pleaſed God to bleſs me in this life, I give, 


demiſe, and diſpoſe of the ſame in the following 
manner and form. 


Firft, I give and bequeath to Elizabeth, my dearly 


beloved wife, the ſum of three hundred pounds of 
lawful money of England, to be raiſed and levied 


out of my eſtate, together with all my houſhold goods, 
debts, and moveable effects. 


Alo, 


— — — net ned oO nr 
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Alſo, I give to my well-beloved daughter Mary 
Parker, the ſum of hve hundred pounds of lawful mo— 
ney of England, to he raiſed and levied out of my 
eſtate, and paid to her by my executor, hereafter 
named, on the day of her marriage, or when ſhe be- 


comes twenty-one years old. And alſo that my exe- 


cutor ſhall pay her fifty pounds, lawful money of 
England, on the firſt day of every year, until ſhe 
claims the above five hundred pounds, according to 
the intent and meaning of this will. | 

Alſo, I give and bequeath 16 my well-beloved ſon 
Thomas Parker, whom I likewiſe conſtitute, make, 
and ordain my ſole cecutor of this my laſt will and 
teſtament, all zud fingular my lands, mefluages, and 
tenements, by lim freely to be poſſeſſed and enjoyed. 
And I do hereby utterly difallow, revoke, and dif- 


annil, all and every other former teſtaments, wills, 


legacics, bequeſts, and executors, by me in any ways 


betorenamed, wille:}, and bequeathed ; ratifying and 
confirming this, and no ether, to be my lait will and 
teſtament. In witneſs whereof I have hereunto {ct 
my hand and ſeal the day and year above written. 


Grorce PARKER, 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, pro- 
nounced, and declared, by the 
aid George Parker, as his 
laſt will and teſtament, in the 

preſence of us the ſubſcribers. 
William Johnlon, 
Samuel Adams. 


Thomas Wilſon, 


N. B. There are a variety of circumſtances, by which 
perſons may be induced to add ſomething in addition t9 
their wills; and when that takes place, the following 
Codicil, or Schedule, milſt be joined by a ſeal at the bot: 
tom, and it will remain in equal force as part of, the ill 
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A Codicil, or Schedule to a Wil, 


BY it known to all men by theſe preſents, That 
I, George Parker, of the city of London, Watch- 


Maker, Lav made and declared by my laſt will and 


teſtament in writing, bearing date the 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
I, the ſaid George Parker, by this preſent Cod:ci!, do 


day of 


ratify and confirm my ſaid laſt will and teſtament; 


and ao give and bequeath unto my loving godlon 
George Elliſon, the ſum of forty pounds, of good 
and lawful money of England. to bo: paid to him, the 
ſaid George Elliſon, by my executor, out of my eſtate: 
and my. will and meaning 1s. that this Codicil. or 
Schedule, be adjudged to be a part and parcel of my 
laſt will and teſtament ; and that all things therein 
mentioned and contained, be faithfully and truly per- 
formed, and as fully and amply in every reſpekt, as 
if the Cane were ſo Seed and ſet down in my 
ſaid laſt will and teſtament. Witneſs my hand this 


day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and — | 5 


GEORGE PARKER. 


ſtitute, and appoint R. P. of 
county, Plaiſterer, my true and lawful attorney for 


A Letter of AIST EG to receive ee Goods, 


N O W all men by theſe preſents, That I, F. G. 
of „ in the county of Middleſex, Gent, 


| for divers good cauſes and conſiderations me hereunto 


moving, have made, ordained, conſtituted, and ap- 
pointed, and by thele preſents do make, ordain, con- 


, In the ſaid 


me, and in my name, and to my proper uſe and be- 


| hoof. to aſæ, demand, take, and receive, of and from 


W. H. of 


1 the faid county of Middleſex, 


Gent, the ſeveral goods and chattels herein after par- 


ticularly 
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ticularly mentioned; that is to ſay, two large pier 
looking glaſſes, with gilt frames, a large Turkey car- 
Pets a feather-bed and bolſter, two marble ſlabs and 
brackets, one large mahogany table, Sc. And upon 
receipt of the ſaid goods and chattels, or any of them 
forme, and in my name, to give and execute to the 
laid IV, H. proper acquittances or diſcharges for the 
ſame: and in caſe the ſaid W, H. on demand to he 
made Ly my ſaid attorney as aforeſaid, ſhall and do 
Yefuſe to deliver to my ſaid attorney the ſaid goods 
and chattels, or any part thereof, I do, in ſuch caſe, 
hereby authoriſe and impower my ſaid attorney, in 
my name, and for my uſe, to commence and proſe- 
cute one or more action, or actions at law, in trover, 
and. converſion, or otherwiſe, againſt the ſaid V. H. 
as to my ſaid attorney ſhall ſeem meet, or he may be 
adviſed, for the recovery of the ſaid goods and chat- 
tels; giving, and by theſe preſents granting, to my 
ſaid attorney, my full power and authority, in, about, 
or concerning the premiſes, and whatſoever my ſaid 
attorney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, in or 
about the premiſes, I do hereby warrant, ratify, and 
confirm to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, In 
witneſs, Sc. | 3 | 


7 Sealed, &c. 


— 
— — 


A Warrant of Attorney, to receive and pay Debts, 


R OW all men by theſe preſents, That I, H. H. 
of „in the county of Middleſex, Gent, 
now one of the factors in the ſervice of the honour- 
able Eaſt-India company at Bengal, have made, con- 
ſtituted, and appointed, and by thefe preſents do 
make, conſtitute, and appoint J. A. of 
London, Gent. my true and lawful attorney for me, 
and in my name, and to my ule, to aſk, demand, 
and receive, of and from all and every perſon or per- 
fons w hatſoeyer, all and fingular debt and debts, __ 
an 
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and ſums of money, which now are, or ſhall here- 
after, grow due to me; and upon receipt thereof, or 
of any part thereof, for me, and in my name, to 
make, give, and execute, proper receipts and diſ- 
charges for the ſame; and on non-payment thereof, 
or of any part thereof, one or more action or attions, 
ſuit or ſuits at law or in equity for me, and in my 
name, to commence and proſecute : and allo to pay any 
ſum or ſums of money purſuant to my order, direction, 
and requeſt, and generally to do, perform, and exe- 
cute all and whatſoever ſhall be neceſſary or requiſite 
in or about the premiſes, as fully and effectually, to 
all intents and purpoſes, as I mylelf might or could 
do, if perionally preſent ; and all and whatſoever my 
{aid attorney ſhall law fully do or cauſe to be done, by 
virtue of theſe preſents, I do hereby promiſe and agree 
to ratify, allow, and confirm. In witneſs, &c, 


Sealed, &c. 


— oeernee — — 
—— 


i — — — 


1 5 A general Power to receive Debts. | 
KY O W all men, by theſe preſents, that I, V. IW. 


of, Sc. Gent. have made, ordained, autho- 
riſed, conſtituted, and appointed, and by theſe pre— 
ſents do make, ordain, authoriſe, conſtitute, and ap- 
point J. I. of, Sc. Grocer, my true and lawful at- 
torney for me, and in my name, and to my uſe /if 
the money or other thing to be received, is for the uſe of 
the perſon in whoſe favour the letter of attorney is given 
in diſcharge of a debt, &c. then ſay, „* but for the 
« uſe of him the ſaid T. T.”) to aſk, demand, ſue 
for, recover, and receive of 6. G. &c. lie perſons 
names of whom the money is to be received, if more than 
one all ſuch ſum and ſums of money, debts and de- 
mands Whatſoever, which now are due and owing 
unto me the ſaid . IV, by and from the ſaid G. 6. 
Sc. and in default of payment thereof, to have, ufe, 
and take all lawful ways and means, in my name or 
otherwiſe for the recovery thereof, by attachment, 


1 arreſt, 
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arreſt, Sc. or otherwiſe, and to compound and agree 


for the ſame; and on receipt thereof, or any part 


thereof, acquittances, or other good and ſufficient diſ- 


charges for the ſame for me, and in my name, to 


make, ſeal, and deliver: and further, to do al} law. 
ful acts and things whatſoever concerning the premiſes, 
as fully in every reſpect as I myſelf might or could do 
if perſonally preſent, and an attorney or attorneys un— 
der him, forthe purpoſes aforeſaid to make, and at his 
plealure to revoke, hereby ratifying, allowing, and 
confirming, all and whatſoever my laid attorney ſhall 
in my name lawfully do, or cauſe to be done in and 
about the premiſes. by virtue of theſe Preſents. In 
witneſs whereof, Sc. 
_ &c. 


7 o receive I, ages and all other Debt s, from a Seaman to 
his Wife. 


NOW all men , by theſe preſents, that J, 1 bg «| 

Sc. Mariner, 3 made, ordained, authoriſed. 
conſtituted, and appointed, and by theſe prelents do 
make, ordain, authoriſe, conſtitute, and appoint, my 
loving wife 7. C. my true and lawful attorney for me, 
and in my name, but to and for my ule, to alk, he 
mand, ſue for. recover, andreceive, of and from all 


— — 


and every perſon and perſons whatſoever, as well all: 
ſuch ſum and ſums of money as now are, or which 


ſhall, or may at any time hereafter become due and 
owing to me, for wages from any ſhip or ſhips, to 
whom I now do or may _ hereafter belong: and alſo 
all other ſum or ſums of money now due, or which 
hereafter may become or grow due to me, by any ways 
or means whatſoever; and on non-payment, to have 

and to uſe all lawful means, in my name, for the re- 
covery thereof, by attachment, arreſt, or otherwiſe, 
In witneſs whereof, I hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal this 
4a it day of September 177 

Signed. ſealed, and delivered, 

in the preſence of us, 
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To receive 37 oney due ON a Bond in Par: of Dee Huge of 
Debt, due from the Grantor to the EE 


NOW all men, by theſe preſents, That I. K. &. of. 


Sc. Eiq; have made, ordained, authoriſed, con- 
ſtituted, and appointed. and by theſe breſents do ver; 
ordain, authoriſe, conſtitute, and appoint P. P. 


Sc. Taylor, my true and lawful attorney for me, and 


— — 


in my name, but for the ule of him the ſaid P. P. (in 
part of diſcharge of a debt due from me to him, to alk, 


demand, ſue for, recover, and receive of 4, A, of, 
Sc. Eſq: the ſum of pounds due unto me, 


in and by one bond or 9 bearing date the 
day of — abate 20 | in tne penalty Of => 


— 


pounds, ior payment of the ſaid lum of money; and ou 
non-payment thereof, to have, uſe, and take all law- 
ful ways and means for the recovery thereof, and ot 


every part thereof, in my name, or otherwite, by at- 


tachment, arreſt, or Gtherwiſe, In witneſs whercot 


1 hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal this 1ſt day of Sep- 
tember 177 


S del. e Kc. 


—— — _ „ —_ _ —_ — 


„ 


From two to one, to receive the Intereſt of « certain South- 
Sea Annulltes. 

NOW all men, by thele pre ſents, That we A. B. 

of the pariſh of , In the county of : 

Mercer, and B. C. of the pariſh of „in the 

lame county, Grocer, do make, ordain, conſtitute, 

and appoint, C. D. of the faid pariſh of 


| 9 
Taylor, our true and lawful attorney for us, and in 


our names, from time to time, to aſk, demand, and 


receive all dividends, intereſt, and produce, now due, 
or hereafter to grow due or payable to us. lor 8 
upon pounds South- Sea annuity flock, lately 
wanierred. to us, and ſtanding in our names in the 


books of the South-Sea company: and alſo for us, 
and in our names, to give receipts and diſcharges for 
all {uch dividends, intereſt, and produce, of the aſore- 


2 ee 


—— — 
— ——— —ñ—üñͥñ! — — a 
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ſaid - — pounds annuity ſtock, on payment 

thereof, as the ſame ſhall from time to time bs receiv- 

ed by him the ſaid C. D. hereby ratifying and con— 

tirming whatſoever our ſaid attorney ſhall lawfully do 

ur caule to be done, in or about the premiſes, by vir- 

tue of theſe preſents, In witneſs, Sc. 
Seared; WE YE | 


r ——_— 


To difcharge a Pariſh of a Baſtard Child, given to the 
Church-wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, | 


\ THEREAS M.F.of, Sc. in the county of 


| D. Spinſter, before one of his Majeſty's juſ- 
tices of the peace for the ſaid county of D. hath ſworn 
that ſhe is great with child, and that the above named 
R. R. 1s the father of ſuch child or children ſhe now 
goes with: Now the condition of this obligation is 
fuch, That if the above bound R. R. and the faid 
E, F. and G. H. or either or any of them, their or 


either, or any of their heirs, executors, or admini— 


ſtrators, do and ſhall from time to time, and at all 


times hereafter, fully and clearly acquit, exonerate, 


and diſcharge, or otherwiſe well and ſufficiently 


fave and keep harmleſs, and indemnify as well the 


above named V. D. and . S. church-wardens and 
overſeers of the poor of the pariſh of L. aforeſaid, 
and their ſucceſſors for the time being, and every of 


them: as alſo all the inhabitants and pariſhioners of 
the ſaid pariſh of L. which now are, or hereafter ſhall 


be, for the time being, church-wardens and overſeers 


of the ſaid pariſh, and every of them, of and from 


all, and all manner of expences, damages, coſts and 
charges whatſoever, which ſhall or may, in any man- 
ner, at any time hereafter ariſe, happen, come, 
grow, or be impoſed upon them, or either or any of 
them, for or by reaſon or means of the ſaid M. F.'s 


being now great with child, as aforeſaid, or for or 
by reaſon or means of the birth, maintenance, edu- 
cation, and bringing up of ſuch child or children, 


that the ſaid M. F. now goes with, and ſhall be de- 
8 e 5 ered 
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livered of, and-of and from all actions, ſuits, trou- 
bles, charges, damages, and demands whatſoever, 
touching and concerning the ſame: then this obliga- 
tion to be void, or elle to remain in ſull force, 


| wag , — — 8 * - - * 


— 


Leafe 1 an Houfe in London for Foes View, with the 


uſu al Covenants, 


HIS Indenture made, Sc. between A. B. of 
Sc. of the one part, and C. D. of, Sc. of the 
other part ; witneſſeth, That for and in n 
of the yearly rent, covenants, and agreements, herein 
after contained on the part and behalfofthe ſaid C. D. 

his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, to be paid, 

done, and performed. He the ſaid A. B. hath demiſed, 

ſet, and to farm let, and by theſe preſents doth de- 
miſe, ſet, and to farm let, unto the ſaid C. D. All 
(here in ſort the premiſesdemiſed, witha lag 
lcription thereof) ſituate, ſtanding. and being in 
ſtreet, in the pariſh eee in the county "of : 
and adjoining on the iouth part thereof to the premiles 
lately in the tenure or occupation of H. A. together 
with all cellars, follars, chanibers, rooms, yards, gar- 
dens, lights, emen ; WAYS, 1 Hages, waters, walcr- 
n Mg „profits, commadities, nd d appurtenances Whats 
ſoever, to the ſaid meiluage or 1 and premiſes 
belonging. or in any-wiſe appertaining, Jo have 
and to hold the ſaid meſſuage or tenement, and pre- 
miſes, herein before mentioned, or intended to be 
hereby demiled, w th their and every of their appur- 
tenances, unto the faid C. D. his executors, admini— 
itrators, and aſſigns, from the feaſt day of the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptil t, now next enſuing the date of 
theſe preients, for * during, and unto the full end 
and term of {even years from (ones next enluing, 

and fully to be complete and ended.  Yielding wee 
paying thereſore yearly, and every year during the 
{aid term of ſeven years, unto the ſaid A. B. his exe- 
cutors, adminiſtrators, and afligns, the yearly rent or 


0] 3 Junk 


234 LEASE OF AN HousE.., 


ſum of 


pounds, of lawful money of Great» 


Britain, at the four moſt uſual feaſt days, or times of 


ayment of rent in the year; that is to ſay, the feaſt 


day of St. Michael the Archangel, the birth of our 


Lord Chriſt, the Annunciation of the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, and the Nativity of St. John the Baptiſt, by even 


and equal portions ; the firſt payment thereof to begin 


and be made on the feaſt day of St. Michael the Arch- 


angel now next enſuing. And the ſaid C. D. for himſelf, 


hisexecutors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, doth covenant, 
promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid A. B. his 


_ executors, adminiſtrators, and ailigns, by thele pre- 


ſents in manner and form following; that is to ſay, 
That he the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators, 
and aſſigns, or ſome or one of them ſhall and will 


yearly and af year during the ſaid term of ſeven 
e 


years, hereby demiſed, well and truly pay, or cauſe 
to be paid, unto the ſaid 4. B. his executors, admini- 
ſtrators, or aſſigns, the ſaid yearly rent or ſum of: 


pounds, hereby reſerved in the manner and pro or- 
tions, and on the days and times above limited and 
appointed for payment thereof, according to the true 


intent and meaning of theſe preſents, And allo ſhall 


and will, at his, their, or ſome or one of their own. 


proper coſts and charges from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter during the faid term hereby granted, 
when, where, and as often as need or occaſion ſhall 
be or require, well and ſufficiently repair, ſupport, up- 
hold, ſuſtain, maintain, pave, purge, empty, cleanſe, 


ſcour, glaze, amend, and keep the ſaid meſſuage or 


tenement, and premiſes hereby demiſed, and. every 
part thereof, with the appurtenances thovewnt belong- | 
ipg, in, dy, and with all manner of needfut and necel- 
fary reparations, ſupportations, glazings, pavings, 


purgings, ſcourings, cleanſings, emptyings, andamend- 


ments whatſoever; and the {aid meſſuage or tenements 
with the appurtenances hereby demiled, fo well and 
ſufficiently upheld, ſuſtained, maintained; repaired, 
paved, purged, emptied, cleanſed bee glazed, 
amended, and kept at the end, or aber 5 deter- 
* minat ion 
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mination of this leaſe, which ſhall firſt happen, ſhall 


and will peaceably and quietly leave, furrender, and 
yield up, unto the ſaid A. B. his executors, admini- 
ſtrators, or aſſigns, together with all ſuch fixtures and 
things as are mentioned, or ſet forth in the ſchedule or 
inventory thereof here under w ritten, in as good plight 
and condition as the ſame now are reaſonable ule and 
wearing thereof, and all inevitable accidents by fire 
which may happen to burn down and conſume the 
premiſes or any part thereof, in the mean time only 
excepted), . And further, that it ſhall and may be 
law ful to and for the ſaid A. B. his executors, admi- 
niſtrators, and aligns, with workmen and others, or 
without, twice or oftener in ev ery year during the time 
hereby granted, at all convenient times in the day time, 
to enter and come into and upon the ſaid demiſed pre- 
miſes, and every or any part thereof, there to view, 
ſearch, and ſee, whether the fame be well and ſuffi- 
ciently ſupported, upheld, ſuſtained, maintained, re- 
_ paired, purged, emptied, cleanſed, ſcoured, glazed, 
and amended, as the {ſame ought to be, according to 
the true intent and meaning of theſe preſents; and of 
all the defects, defaults, decays, lacks, and wants of 
_ reparations, and en e 8 upon every or 
ny ſuch view or views {hall be found, to give or leave 
notice or warning in writing at the ſaid demiſed pre- 
miſes, or ſome part thereof, unto or for the ſaid C. D. 
his executors, adininiſtrators, or aſſigns, within the time 
or ſpace of three months from thence next following, 
within which ſaid time or ſpace of three months after 
every ſuch notice or warning ſhall be given or. leſt as 
aforeſaid; the ſaid C. D. for. himſelf, his executors, 
adminiftrators; and aſſigns, doth covenant, promiſe, and 
agree, to and with the ſaid A. B. his executors, ad- 
miniſtrators, and alſlgns, by thele preſents from time 
to time during this Ai well and ſufficiently to re- 
pair and amend the ſame accordingly, Provided 
always, that if it {hall happen that the ſaid yearly 
rent of pounds, or any part thereof, ſhall be 
behind or unpaid for the [pace of 28 days, next over 


QZz 
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or after any of the feaſt days, or times of payment 
on which the ſame ought to be paid as aforeſaid, being 
lawfully demanded : or if the faid C. D. his executors, 
adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, and each and every of them, 
do not in aud by all things well and trply obſerve, per- 
form; fulfil, and keep, all and lingular the covenants, 
grants, articles, and agreements, in theſe preſents con- 
tained, which on his and their parts and behalfs are 
or ought to be oblerved, Peine fulſilled, and 
kept, according to the ine intent and meaning of theſe 
preſents, that then, and from thenceforth, in any ſuch 
cale, aud at all Unsre then aſter, it ſhall and may be 
law ful to and ſor the {aid A. B. his executors, admits 
niſtrators, or alligns, into the ſaid meſſuage or tene— 
ment and premiſes hereby demiſed, or into any part 
thereof in the name of the whole, wholly to re-enter, 
and the ſame to have again, repoſſeſs, and enjoy, as in 
his and their firſt and former eſtate; and the laid C. D. 
his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſligns, and all others 
the occupiers of the ſaid premiſes, thereout and from 
thenceforth utterly to expel, put out, and amove, 
this indenture or any thing herein comtainied to tha 
contrary thereof in any wile notwithſtanding, And 
laſtly, the ſaid 4. B. for himſelf, his executors, ad- 
miniſtrators, and aſſigns, doth covenant, promiſe and 
agree, to and with the ſaid C. D. his executors, ad- 
miniſtrators, and aſſigns, by theſe preſents, that he the 
ſaid C. D. bis executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, 
Paying the ſaid yearly rent herein before reſerved at 
the place, and on the ſeveral feaſt days and times be- 
fore limited, and appointed for payment thereof, and 
_ obſerving, performing, paying, fulblling, and keep- 
ing, all and ſingular the payments, covenants, grants, 
art! Roles: proviioes, conditions, and agreements, in thele 
preſents contained, which on his, ana their parts and 
behalfs, are or ought to be obſerved, performed, ful- 
filled, and kept, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of theſe 1 reſents, al and lawfully may, peace- 
ably and quietly have, hold, occupy, poſſeſs, wo enjoy, 
| the ſaid demited premi! les, with their and every of their 
appurtenances, 
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appurtenances, during the ſaid term of years 
hereby granted, without the law ful let, ſuit, trouble, 
moleſtation, denial, or eviction, of or by the ſaid A. B. 
his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, or any of 
them, or of, or by any other perſon or perſons what— 
foever, lawfully having, or claiming to have, any 
right, title, or intereſt, in or to the ſaid demiſed pre- 
miles with the appurtenances, Or in, or to any part 
or parcel thereof, by, from, or under the ſaid A. B. 
his executors, adminiftrators, or aſſigns, or any of 
them, or by, or through his, their, or any of their 
means, conſent, or procurement, In-witn els," Ke. 


— 


0 


INDENTURE ron ax APPRENTICE. 


H1S indenture witneſſeth, That T. H. ſon of 
| R. H. of ——— in the county of ; 
hath put himſelf, and by theſe preſents doth volun- 
tarily and of his own free will and accord put himſelf 
_ apprentice to A, B. citizen and -— of „to 
learn his art, trade, or myſtery, after the manner of an 
apprentice, to ſerve him from the day of the date 
hereof, for and during the full term of ſeven years 
next enſuing ; during all which time he the faid 
apprentice his ſaid maſter ſhall faith! ſully ſerve, his 
ſecrets keep, his lawful commands every Where gladly 


obey. He ſhall do no damage to his {aid maſter, nor 
ſee it to be done by others, without letting or giving 


notice thereof to his faid maſter. He ſhall not waſte 


his ſaid maſter's goods, nor lend them unlawfully to 


others, He ſhall net commit fornication, nor con- 
tract matrimony within the faid term, At cards, dice, 
or any unlawful game, he ſhall not play, whereby his 
ſaid maſter may be damaged, With his own goods, 
or goods of others, during the term, without licenfe of 
his ſaid maſter, he ſhall neither buy norſell, He ſhall 


not abſent himſelf day nor night from his ſaid maſter's 


ſervice, without his leave; nor haunt alehouſes, taverns, 
Or play- houſes: but in all things behave himſelf as a 
faithful 


— 
3 | —— — — 
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faithful apprentice ought to do, during the ſaid term. 


And the ſaid maſter ſhall uſe the utmoſt of his endea- 


vours to teach, or cauſe to be taught, and inſtructed, 


the ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery he now 


rofeſſeth, occupieth or followeth; and procure and 
provide for him the ſaid apprentice ſufficient meat, 


drink, apparel, woſhing, and lodging, ning ſor an 


apprentice, during the ſaid term. And | {or the true 
performance of all aud every the ſaid covenants and 
agreements, either of the ſald parties bind themſelves 


8 unto the other by theſe preſents, In witneſs whereof 


they have merchangeably put their hands and ſeals, 


this ——— day of- in the year, &c. 
Witnels, : 4 


* »* 3 an apprentice be enrolled and indented, he cannot 
ſueout hus indenture, exceptupon proof of unmerciful uſage, 
"want of victuals, and other neceſſaries, or his maſter's 
being neglectſul of teaching him his trade. But if there 
are no enrollment and indenting, an indenture may be 
Jes out without ſhewing cauſe, 


——_— 


* — — — — _ . — * 


A BOND. 


NO W all men, by theſe preſents, That I, John 

Harriſon, of the pariſh of St. Luke, in the 
county of Middl leſex, Gentleman, am held and firmly 
bound to Thomas Morgan, ofthe ſaid county of M1d- 


dleſex, Eſq; in the penal ſum of four hundred pounds 


of good and lawful money of Great- Britain, to be paid 
to the ſaid Thomas Morgan, Eſq; or to his certain at- 
torney, his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns; for 
the true payment whercof I bind myſelf, my heirs, 
executors, and adminiſtrators, firmly by theſe preſents, 


ſcaled with my ſeal. Dated this firſt day of Septem- | 


ber, in the leventeenth year of the reign of our Sove- 


reign 
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reign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of 0 
| Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of | [1 
the faith, and ſo forth, and in the year of our Lord | 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and — The con- 
dition of this obligation is ſuch, That if the above 
bounden John Harriſon, his heirs, executors or admi- 
niſtrators. do well and truly pay, or caule to be paid 
to the above named Thomas Morgan, his executors, _ it 
adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, the full ſum of to hun- "= MM 
| dred pounds, of good and lawful money of Great— | 
Britain, on the firſt day of September next enſuing the J 
date kereaf with lawful intercſt : then this obligation 1 
to be void, or elſe to remain in full force, 


Signed,  fealed, 1 delivered, 
m the preſence of us, being 


firſt duly 8 25 


* + — 
6e 


A PROMISSORY NOTE or HAND, 
London, * 1 177 | 


IX months after date I promiſe to pay to Mr, | 
David Wilſon, or order, the ſum of ſeventy- ſix 1 


ee five ſhillings and four: pence, 1 | 
| ceived, _ | \ 


—— 3 


| — Tuouas ae |. 
£76 5 4 


F 
p N. B. Mr. Wilſon, before this note can be negoti-· | 
4 | ated, muſt indorſe it, as it is only payable to order, 

* : Not tO bearer. 5 


n 
* 
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An INLAND BILL os EXCHANGE, 
„ N, | Sheffield, September g, 177 
THREE months after date (fight, or at fight) 
| Res to pay to Mr, Churchill, or order, the 
ſum of ſeventy- ſix pounds three ſhillings and ſix- pence 
(with or without advice) and place the ſame to the ac- 
count of — Ts gs 

— Your humble ſervant, | 
£7636 Accepted. C. 7. * ET, : 
—_ „ DAvID BAKER. 
To Mr. Charles Johnſon, Merchant, | a 
in Mincing-Lane, London. 


N. B. A Bill of Exchange cannot be negotiated before | 
it is accepted by the party upon whom it is drawn ; and, 
at the ſame time, it muſt be indorſed by the perſon in whoſe i 
favour it is drawn, and alſo by all thoſe who ſhall receive 
it afterwards. ; 
* Inis is the common mode of acceptance. 


A MEMORANDUM, 
| | Neceſſary to complete a ſudden Agreement. 4 
Mem.] \ X TE C. D. and H. L. do hereby mutually} 
| agree to, &c. {or abide by the aforeſaid i 
articles. of agreement) and in witneſs whereof we do 
Hereunto ſet our hands, this third day of September, 


. | C. D. 
Witneſs A. B. 2 I * 


N. B. Each party muſt have à duplicate of the about 
Memorandum, which ſhould be the cafe, alſo reſpecting 
moſt other inſtruments in law, 

* Care muſt be taken to avoid dating any inſtrument 
en Sunday, otherwiſe the law will deem it illegal, 


F i N I 8. 


——— 


